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Shape  was  circular*  Color  was  brownish-blac>  . Duration  not  reported*  Insufficient 


: hale  surroundings.*  Speed  was  high. 

\ Tiolait  notion,  starting  and  stopping* 


data  to  evaluate* 
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dieerenenclee  In  the  ohotos  h»iTe  been  found  and  the  ^}»oU-raphtr  If.  Uing 
rotrtcrTO.'»ntc'!  b/  the  O.S.I. 

One  echool  of  thoi;rht  of  peo-»le  In  ’-he  U-foc<  sree  la  U.tl  the 
objoctfl  were  rorao  t.pe  of  r.i.’Tu^jyrj  hlrdn  rerieatirr  llfht  frora  the  city. 
Several  people  rooort-e':  ttu  *.  V ey  definite!:'  kr.»  w ac^ett.  wtr.-  i’.uck:.  bt«- 
eause  they  coul  ^ see  'wlnrs  fifc“^“lnr.  It  is  ver^'  •'3S5i.Ie  thu*.  oone  of  tJ.e 
pvo*>l»j  who  were  looxlr^  for  the  objvct  dl  ! set  ;uo'<r  a:,  thcro  veru  *uch 
fllrhte  paoBlnf  over  iurlr^:  the  period.  It  Ir  slrnific^r.t  that  thor.o  rvoo-'le 
who  8*»v  ducks  wcTt.  deflnltol;  :.hlc  to  identify  t);  o'.  Ject^  an  d'..chf,  or  cone 

ty^  of  bird,  JocMcc  tl.oy  co-l  seu  the  wlr.-s  or  hc:j-'.  nnh-  r.  noire, 

howfeVwr^  other  oeonl*-  ^rere  Jutt  a?  ict/)r:iir.cd  thfct  they  voro  not  tirdr,  the- 
possible  conclusion  is  that  sone  r*eo''3c  did  ncc  birds,  b*it  others  r.uw  r.or.e 
other  otjeota. 

The  coUcfo  nrofessorr  do  r.ot  believe  the  th*  ;ry  th*  t the  object^i  wore 
blrdo,  but  they  art;  rlvin-  the  possibility  nore  thou  ht,  I*'  they  wore  birds, 
they  •'ould  have  t>o  be  rtl  .tlvoly  low  to  five  tha  illusicr.  of  hlrh  f'ce-J,  An 
occ'ASional  flight  of  birds  l^ifbt  paac  low  over  a city  cr  o clear  nl'-ht  tut  It 
le  hifhly  doubtful  if  U.ey  would  continue  to  do  this  for  aevernl  nifhtn,  *11- 
pratory  birds  usually  try  to  keep  away  fi*on  cities. 

The  Federal  tHi  Life  Gane  U»rden  was  visited  and  c.lt.nourh  he  was  r.ot 
fanlliar  with  the  incident  he  doubted  if  the  objects  were  birds.  He  stated 
that  they  could  have  been,  however.  Ihe  noct  likely  suspect.  If  it  is  a bird, 
le  a raenber  of  the  Plover  fanily  which  has  a pure  white  broast,  but  tailess 
there  was  a suclJen  influx  of  the  birds  into  the  Lubbock  area,  th;  pane  vanlon 
doubted  if  there  would  be  cnouph  of  these  birds  to  nake  wo  as  oany  fllrhie  as 
were  observed. 


If  the  photos  are  authentic,  the  objects  very  proUbly  a 
because  an  exncricncfti  T)hotopra->hcr  fron  the  LubVoek  Avulanch 
attemted  to  ohotos  of  ducks  usln^  natural  llfht  and 

felled. 


arc  not  ducks 


:*ew3.*>aper 
flash,  but 


The  investi^atioa  of  this  incident  is  eontinilnr.  ft  Is  probrbly  the  nost 
unique  incident  In  the  history  of  Project  brudre  in  that  It  vns  observed  so 
nany  tlaes  by  e scientifically  trained  froup  of  observer:.  These  people  are 
continuing  to  attenpt  to  arrive  at  a solution  for  the  pbeuonena.  They  had 
orrvlously  lost  interest  after  several  weeks  of  observutlonc  beciuce  they 
believed  that  the  object  was  sosc  new  Air  Force  aircraft  or  nissile. 


The  photofranhs  are  now  at  the  Photcfraphic  ! c 
‘irht  Air  i^evelosaent  Center  for  analysis. 
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fairly  precise  for:naclon.  The  first  fra:ne,  i.o.ii,  was  not 
plotted  because  of  extrexic  blurring,  but  frames  5»  7 S 
v/ere  plotted  as  Charts  I,  II  arid  III  respectively.  Chart  IV 
is  a composite  cf  C harts  I,  II  and  III.  In  it  the  spots 
from  the  previous  charts,  that  appear  relatively  fixed  in 
the  formation,  are  shown  as  htavy  black  ink  spots.  The 
relatively  moving  spots  ere  shown  in  li^t  pencil--the 
first  position  of  these  shifting  spots  is  light  red,  as 
in  Chart  I;  the  second  position,  spaced  between  tlie  heavy 
spots,  is  in  black  pencil,  as  from  Chart  II;  and  the  final 
position  is  shown  in  light  green. 

5*  According  to  the  microscopic  examinations,  spot 
brightness  range  could  be  expressed  as  weak,  average,  and 
bright,  correspondir^g  to  faint,  average,  or  heavy  spot 
densities.  The  faint  spots  in  the  moving  rov/  are  under- 
scored, v/hlle  the  bright  spots  are  circled.  Only  those 
spots  in  the  fixed  rov/  that  are  alike  in  ail  three  negatives 
are  indicated  in  the  seme  way. 

6.  There  is  the  appearance  of  two  extra  spots, 
outside  the  regular  rov/s.  One  spot  is  to  the  lov/er  right 
in  all  three  charts,  while  the  spot  shows  only  faintly  in 
the  ho. 7 negative  and  v;as  missed  in  plotting  Chart  II;  it 
appears  in  position  at  the  lert  end  of  the  moving  row  in 
Chart  III. 
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COI.CUISIONS 

7*  There  is  relative  novement  within  the  formation 
of  spots,  so  thau  they  are  not  lights  on  a fixed  object. 

The  relative  motion  is  such  that  it  appears  unlikely 
that  they  are  co-planar  ar.d  photographed  from  different 
angles*  Purthermore,  it  ia  unlikely  chat  the  moving  spots 
are  in  any  kind  of  straight  line* 

S*  The  angular  size  of  the  for.iation,  at  the  camera 
lens.  Is  very  nearly  the  same  in  all  cases.  The  formation 
is,  however,  slightly  larger  in  Chert  II,  or  Frame  7» 
than  in  the  others.  The  angular  size  corresponds  to  an 
object  size  of  '^10  ± 50  ft,  seen  by  the  camera  1 mile  away* 
The  actual  size  of  the  formation  may  oc  calculated  from 
this  ratio,  if  the  actual  distance  from  the  camera  can 
be  determined*  This  image  size  is  actually  0.12”,  formed 
by  a 2”  focal  lenf?th  lens  in  ..he  camera  used. 

9.  Although  the  Image  size  in  Frame  g is  about 
less  than  in  Frume  7>  suggesting  that  the  objects  are 
receding  from  the  camera,  the  aspect  of  the  formation 
does  nob  correspond  to  a horizontal  *'V”,  travelling 
parallel  to  the  earth's  surface  unless  at  an  enormous 
altitude.  Such  motion  at  conventional  altibudos  would 


h 


require  uhe  ”V”  to  flatten,  eventually  oecoming  a straight 
line,  but  the  *'V”  in  Frame  S is  a slir;'ntly  smaller  angle 
than  in  Frame  7* 

10,  The  orientation  of  the  "V"  fomaticn  Is  the 
same  on  all  negatives.  If  the  formation  did  actually  pass 
directly  over  the  camera  station,  all  ohotographs  were 
taken  either  before  or  after,  but  not  booh.  It  is  obvious 
that  the  image  would  be  inverted  on  two  successive  negatives 
if  they  were  taken  on  an  approaching  and  then  a receding 
slant  angle. 

11,  The  pattern  of  spot  brightness  is  such  as  to 

prove  conclusively  chat  all  5 frames”-5>  7 ^ — wv.re 

exposed  to  :he  same  object  uattcrn  of  spo-s.  Ilov/cver, 

Che  relative  positions  of  these  spots  varies,  as  described 
above .. 

• 9 


RFCo::::ii.:.Ariais 

12.  In  the  event  that  further  asslscajnce  is  requested 
of  :his  Laboratory,  exposure  tests  should  oo  made  under 
identical  conditions  to  determine  the  spot  xiature  required 
to  produce  the  obs  rved  densities,  and  to  determine  the 
amount  of  camera  blur  produced  by  an  experienced  photo- 
grapher in  ’’panning",  to  crack  a moving  target  at  night. 
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LUBBOCX,  'HJCAS 

2^  August  1951 


Cn  th«  erenliiga  of  25  August  1951#  31  August  1951>  1 Sspteaber  1931  > flights 

of  usldsntined  objects  vers  observed  over  Lubbock,  Texas;  in  soae  instances  there 
vere  seTerel  flights  per  erenlsg*  Ihe  description  of  the  objects  varied  to  oobm 
extent,  but  It  Is  generally  agreed  that  it  vas  a V”  or  U"  shaped  net  of  llght- 
Ilke  oojects.  Mr  nn  t-aateur  photographer,  turned  over  photographs  to 

the  Air  ;'*oree  \dilch  he  elalas  are  of  of  the  flights.  Llsagreeaent  aiaong  the 
vltneeass  is  on  the  rnnber  of  U^ts  In  the  ormnfpoeot  and  vhetber  it  wee  "7"  or 
*U'*  shaped.  The  flight  path  was  frtm  KKto  SV  or  The  object  appeared  brighter 

than  stai-s  and  had  a yellow  or  blue  tint.  In  oost  cases  r.o  rolse  was  reported, 
but  a few  witnesses  stated  they  heard  a 'whoosh*'' 

>tany  vitnesses  reported  the  incident,  but  the  most  technically  co^>etent  observers 
were  probably  Professor  Heed  of  Petroleum  Engineering,  DxUH^ 

Wfftk  Professor  of  Chealcal  ^iglneering,  and  Dr  Ihrofessor  of 

ecology,  all  of  Tejois  IWch*  In  addition  to  being  the  Dost  coapetent,  theec  wit- 
nesses were  ssong  the  first  to  see  the  object  and  viewed  It  on  subsequent  occasions 
under  controlled  circumstances*  For  their  initial  sighting  the  professors  were 
gathered  togather  discussing  astronomy  on  the  evening  of  25  August  1931*  At  21X0 
they  happened  to  observe  the  first  flight  of  the  object,  which  they  described  os 
a rciuflh'  aemli-clrcle  of  lights.  A second  object  passed  over  three  minutes  later. 

Ihe  vitnesses  estimated  the  angular  velocity  to  be  30^  per  seoood*  During  subse- 
quent obeerrmtions  the  professors  confimed  their  estimate  of  the  velocity  by  using 
protractors  and  atop  watches.  Attests  were  also  made  to  get  an  estimate  of  the 
elevation  by  viewing  the  object  from  several  locations  at  the  same  time  and  using 
trigODometrie  methods,  and  also  by  using  clouds  of  known  height.  These  attempts 
were  not  considered  successful. 

In  1939  ^ J Allen  Eynek  contacted  one  of  the  professors  at  Texas  Tech  regarding 
this  case*  This  professor  informed  Dr  Hynek  that  be  had  conducted  an  extensive 
study  of  the  Lubbock  si^iting  and  detemined  that  they  were  definitely  birds. 

The  Air  force  concluaion  is  that  birds,  with  street  lights  reflecting  fitsn  them, 
were  the  probable  cause  of  this  sighting.  The  angular  velocity  of  30^  per  second 
seems  rather  high  for  birds  daring  signatory  flights  (approximetely  60  MTO  at  l63 
feet  altitude).  It  is  probable  that  the  angular  velocity  was  less.  In  all  instances 
the  witnesses  verm  located  in  an  area  where  their  eyee  were  probably  dark  adapted, 
therefore  making  the  objects  appear  brighter. 

7<!r^||||,  when  taking  his  pictures,  had  to  do  so  by  "panning"  his  camera  (avinging 
with  the  object's  mtion).  Panning  is  quite  difficult  and  the  relatively  high 
degree  of  success  of  this  photographer  is  further  indication  that  the  angular  velocity 
of  the  object  was  rot  as  high  as  estimated. 

The  kind  of  birds  responsible  for  this  slating  is  not  known,  but  it  is  hl^ly 
probable  that  they  were  ducks  or  plovers.  Since  plovers  do  not  usually  fly  in  for- 
mations of  more  tiutn  six  or  seven,  ducks  become  the  more  probable.  The  fact  that 
this  late  suaeeer,  and  that  the  objects  consistently  ficv  to  the  south  tends  to 
substantiate  the  conclusion  that  the  objects  of  this  slghtir.g  '.rere  migratory  birds. 
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SUBJECT:  Teffls  and  Mew  Mexico  3ighting3,  Grudge  - Project  10073 

1.  Tvo  visual  sittings,  describing  group  of  lights^  can  be  associated  with  a 
sifi^iting  of  swept  wing  aircraft  os  Is  described  below.  Present  evaluation  C-3* 


2.  Description  of  sightings  of  unidentified  objects: 


(1) 

(a)  Location  Lubbock 

(b)  Date  of  sighting  25  Aug  51  21:10 

(c)  Shape  of  objects  string  of  beads 

(d)  Number  of  objects  50 

(e)  Aerodynamic  features 


(2) 

Lubbock 

30  Aug  51  23 : 30 
white  sticks 
20 


(f)  Outstanding  features  U form 


V form 


(g)  sound  none  none 

(h)  Speed  estimates  incredible  speed  rapid 
(1)  Radar  detection  none  none 
(j)  Altitude  estisAte  very  high  high 


(3) 

Albuquerque 
25  Aug  51  21:58 
chevron  shaped 
1 

no  fuselage, 
Gweepback  15* 
six  to  8 pairs, 
soft  lights 
none 

300-1»00  mph 
none 

800-1000  ft 


3.  The  similarity  is  as  follows: 

a.  Sightings  1 and  2,  suijported  by  photographic  evidence  attached,  agree 
vlth  the  cescription  of  pairs  of  lights  in  sightings  3» 


4.  Action  being  taken  on  this  Includes  a query  to  Strategic  Air  Command,  Offutt 
APB,  ashing  whether  their  aircraft  were  in  the  vicinity  at  stated  tines. 


3 Incls 

1.  Ltr,  7 Sept  51  w/photos 

2.  AP  Fora  112,  GA-2-5I, 

3.  Ltr  w/a?  112,  #1 
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THE  FINAL  WORD  ON 


At  the  U.  of  Colorado  a new  all-out  attack  on  UFOs  has  been  launched 


BY  L.  JEROME  STANTON 

Anthn  of  "hljwg  &mtt,  Iht  or  RtalUy" 


Are  we  being  spied  upon  and  studied  by  intelli- 
gent beings  from  outer  space,  as  we  study  the 
L primiux'C  aborigines  of  central  Australia  and 
New  Guinea?  Is  the  U.S.  Air  Force  deliberately 
withholding  information  about  flying  saucers,  for 
fear  that  releasing  the  truth  would  trigger  a panic? 
Why  do  we  still  know  so  little  about  the  true  nature 
of  unidemifled  flying  objects?  In  this  time  when 
science  sa>*s  other  intelligent  life  almost  surely  exists 
elsewhere  in  our  galaxy,  these  questions  are  being 
isked  by  a great  many  people  who  formerly  w'ould 
ha\-e  lauglied  olT  such  thoughts  as  pure  fantasy. 

Almost  20  years  ago  a news  story  about  “flying 
iaucers”  flashed  oser  the  press  wires,  startling  our 
nation  and  much  of  the  civilized  world.  From  that 
noment,  a world-wide  interest  in  unidentified  flying 
>bj«cts  tus  stubbornly  siayxd  ali^’c,  despite  efforts  of 
luthoritics  and  oihei'S  to  refute  and  debunk  them. 

Fortunately  one  new  factor  has  entered  the  pic- 
:ure  that  bids  fair  to  resolve  some  of  our  doubts  and 
xizzleineiit.  On  October  7,  1966,  a contract  was 
iwarded  to  the  University  of  Colorado  to  coitduct  a 
cientific  investigation  of  UFO  sightings  and  repent 
indings  to  the  U.S.  Air  Force,  with  recominenda- 
ions  for  future  operation  of  the  Air  Force’s  own 
'loject  Bine  Book  UFO  inquiry.  The  Colorado 
epo.t  will  then  be  reviewed  by  the  National  Acad- 
■my  of  Sciences.  Funded  at  somewhat  iiu>re  than 
ijoo.ooo,  the  study  will  analyze  UFO  reports,  and 
ictually  a^ign  scientists  to  the  field  to  study  UFOs 


extremely  limited.  Indeed,  with  a staff  limited  most 
of  the  time  to  one  commissioned  oflicer,  one  noncom 
and  two  clerks,  it’s  amazing  that  Project  Blue  Book 
could  do  any  job  effectively. 

The  first  modern  sighting  of  a UFO  occurred 
June  24th,  tQ47,  near  Mt.  Rainier  in  Washington. 
A veteran  private  pilot  named  Kenneth  Arnold, 
while  flying  his  own  light  aircraft,  saw  nine  targe, 
silvery  objects  shaped  like  inverted  plates  or  saucers, 
flying  in  a rcN’erscd-echclon  formation.  Arnold  had 
described  the  objects  as  moving  “like  a saucer 
skipped  across  a pond,"  and  from  this  a reporter 
deviled  the  name  “flying  saucer." 


stood  until  1965,  when  a book  "Anatomy  of  a 
Phmmnenon."  by  Jacques  Vallce,  a French  scientist 
Ih'ing  in  the  U.S.,  was  pnblislicd. 

Soberly  scientific  in  tone,  it  gave  an  umisually 
complete  and  authoritative  summary  of  the  entire 
h'siory  of  the  flvjng  saurcr-UFO  phenomenon.  It 
also  opened  the  eyes  of  many  people  to  the  fact  that 
sightings  were  world-w-.de. 

Then  in  the  carlv  hours  of  August  2.  1965, 
authorities  in  adjacent  oarls  o'  Texas.  New  Mexico, 
Oktahoma  and  Kansas  were  .'looded  with  calls 
reporting  UFOs,  manv  of  (he  reports  coining  from 
police  o^ers  in  highway  patrol  cars.  One  group  of 
objects  was  seen  for  aoout  30  minutes  flying  in  a 
diamond  fonnauon  ovxr  the  area  around  Shawnee, 
Okla.  They  were  lights  of  indefinite  shape,  that 
changed  color  randomly  from  orange-red  to  white  to 
biue-greer*  and-back  again. -Radar  at  Tinker  and 
Carswell  Air  Force  Bases  in  the  area  tracked  four 
oi5*ccts  that  coincided  with  objects  seen  by  eye- 
witnesses, according  to  a statement  issued  by  the 
Oklahoma  Highway  Patrol.  The  radar  tracking 
was  later  denied  by  the  Air  Force,  but  the  denial 
was  contradicted  by  a nine-page  report  from  the 
Okiahom?.  Derartment  of  PubVc  Safety.  The  con- 
'usion  wr?  ''•'h'  i^c-ezscd  wh-"  the  Prt^t  >!ue 
Book  o“V:er  !«t-'  repo-;ed  so’e-unly  that  the  stars 
Rige*.  Capella  and  Aldebaran.  and  the  nlanct  Jupi- 
ter. seen  under  peculiar  locn  weather  conditions, 
had  been  the  cause. 


rtflnt  Mtftsfi  decades  since  that 

. episode,  literally  thousands  of 

M II  999m  (jFO  sightings  havx  been  rc- 

9f9Qm4  ih9  w9fU  ported  from  all  parts  of  the 

' world. 

In  January,  toy).  Major  Donald  E.  Keyhoe,  a 
retired  Marine  Corps  officer,  authored  an  article  for 
"True”  magazine,  in  which  he  insisted  that  flying 
saucers  were  real,  physical  objects,  and  that  they 
came  from  some  place  not  on  our  own  planet  Earth. 
The  article  touched  off  a sensation.  But  solid  evi- 
dence such  as  good,  close-up  photographs  or  mot'on 
pictures  (or  debris  of  a crashed  saucer.’)  proveti 
impossible  to  get.  and  conclusions  had  to  be  based 
solelv  on  the  accounts  of  cvc-witncsscs. 

4 * 

The  Air  Force  began  the  first  official  investiga- 
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Ctettndiiig  Cfflc«r,  Carawall  A7B,  Texas 

Ter  CblAf,  Dlvtrlct  Cffioa  f23,  031*  Lt«  ::dvaitl  J*  of  the  \ir  Toohnical 

Xntelllseoee  Center  will  be  nt  T-aeoe  A7B»  Toxas  on  6 Ncvenber  ir^Sl  in  regard  to 
7^  and  51  reporte  cf  'onoorrrentlonal  aircraft.  Tt  is  requosted  that^lf 

possible  \3;aot  Howard  !!•  Dosaert  who  investigated  the  incident  on  3 Cetober  X9$l 
7»dHt  Tt*  T^uppelt  at  Heece  to  discuss  the  incident* 


3oisacn:  Oct  b'x 


bt*  2*  J*  :>appelt/?eg 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
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UNCLASSIFIED 


2SC7IDS  0?SSAn0K 

ATTAA 


LX  Bnppalt  of  ATTt.W?  rlsltad  the  Offise  of  the  Ue*nit7  for  IntaJH^enoo 
at  Air  Uelteee  Ormtn^nti  l^m/^c^ijar‘jan  in  Colortulo  ^^£riiie,9p  Colorado^  ca  5 ^«Sber 
1951*  Tbm  obleet  of  the  Tl^t  uas  to  ooordlnate  work  cn  the  iareetl;^ cions  of 
al^htinga  of  nnooirrentionel  alreraft*  AlC  has  no  prcgraa  for  Inreotli^tlsg  sunh 
aightla^f  howerer^  they  are  rvy  moh  iatereeted  ia  the  iarBsti^tloM  oondiioted 
tgr  ATZC  and  uiab  to  cooperate  to  the  ftOleet  astant*  Vba^  suf^gested  that  AXZO 
rarepere  a letter  ouUJbaiac  ^diat  stepe  ahonld  be  taken  ia  repor^ng  ai^tia^  and 
this  has  been  done. 


In  addltleaif  AX  requeetod  that  tbsj  receire  a copy  of  the  nonthly  status 
report  of  Project  10073*  (Confidential) 


A trip  wee  raade  to  labbockf  Teccasy  on  6 noraobar  1951  ty  ATZAJW2  peracaael 
to  iafeati^te  the  reports  of  an  imidentlfled  aerial  object  vhloh  has  been  seen 
ever  lebbedc*  *bs  object,  vihloh  Uae  been  desorlbed  os  a series  of  lights,  vas 
obaerred  carer  the  oity  oe  at  least  twelve  oooaaions*  The  stsced  oould  act  be 
jtxdjfnxi  doe  to  the  iaahllity  to  get  an  altitude  2ase«urtnBnt  but  the  angular 
valocitgr  wee  3Cfi/ooooadm  InrUopt  is  unique  ia  that  it  *jus  obaerved  on  about 
bvnive  ooeaaicBe  by  a group  of  cix  Texas  Tochnicel  wollege  facnoltj  nsnbers,  all 
of  have  Ph,I;»  degrees*  '.'heir  fide  a of  speoialty  eovsred  ^uc^^ios,  chealatry. 


rbetoe  of  the  object  vere  ^nkan  by  a ooUage  student  vid  uwae  are  being 
cu^alyaad  by  the  Photo  leb  at  *AJC*  '^ee  r^hotos  appear  xo  be  euthentic  but 
are  being  donbla-checked. 


The  poaaiblll'ty’  of 
bility  that  the  objeots 
so  have  yet 


aircraft  has  rroved  nsgativCa 
type  of  night  flyl^  n 
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Ih  roXwme#  to  tolopben*  eorrrorMtiOD  betwoeo  Lt*  £•  J*  liUppalt  cad  Mr*  on 
15  irombor  roquMi  sUtoa  of  rointorrocBtiao  of  Za  addltloo^ 

la  Inforaatlon  avail ahla  aa  to  .ihathar  or  not  Profeaaor  intcnda  to  subilt 

datailad  atataaant  on  tiM  aariaa  of  incidanta  be  and  hla  collaaguaa  obaarrad? 
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HE  INTERVIEV  COMPLETED  2 DEC  ?!•  DELAY  OCCASIONED 

3f  ABSENCE  Or^VPl^^lCm*  NO  PERTINENT  ADDITIONAL  INFO  OBTAiriED 
FOLS  VIA  OSI  CHANNELS*  NEV  SUBJ  DETAILED  STATEMENT  OF  PROFESSOR 
AND  OTHER  PROFESSORS  DISPATCHED  BY  WING  INTELLIGENCE* 

:S'SH  AF3  ON  26  NOV  UNDER  REGISTRY  NUMBER  40171 
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1.  The  Air  T«ehnloftl  IntaUlrtsAo^  Center  vlshes  to  oxr^ross  it* 
ixnnrsclatlon  to  the  CoiTAndla;  Qffloor  &ai  rieroonaoX  of  tho  :.ea*e  Air 
7oroe  l^oee  for  the  ooorerntloo  (?iren  !.t  l^ivard  J*  Hupnelt  of  A7X0  (tur- 
in*  hie  reoent  investir'-tlMi  of  tziii'entiried  aerial  objeote  renorted 
over  tubboeky  Tcocae. 

CUuat  rarker  and  Lt  Farelj  of  -sla^  InteLLLronce  vare  70x7 
holpTol  in  otitaialaf  additional  Inl’ar^atlon  on  tee  Ineidaot* 

% 1\t»  initial  Snot  In  telU.**oooe  .^nort  3rxi  inviietiratloBa  uede 

by  'tr,  onaart  or  t>Me  OJI  sOtaehner.t  'mv*j  nxoellunt.  ills  rtrorta  vero 
'rrry  osnniate  m*i  inropratlve  ajy.’  u Toat  oL-  in  t *e  ovniuatlon  of 
t>je  InoUent  Ly  AXXC. 
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objaei  that  yon  m graeloualy  loaned  to  the  Air  Foroa  for  analysis* 

X would  to  taka  this  opportonltgr  to  thank  you  for  tha 
usa  of  tha  naRstiTas  and  tha  eooparmtloa  you  hsfa  giTsa  to  Air  forca 
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our  nation. 
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■•Hil  Ob jMi  om*  03  hl«bMi7  ?0»  2j^  sdloo  neorth 
voporiod  to  tho  loeol  Xtiodor  sartpopor  m 31'  Ao^t  1'^ 
Utoo  abmt  (UbIIm  north  of  Katodor,  Toxns  on  tho  ssam 
Intorvloiiad  hf  ropoirtins  offLoor  on  IS  5ept«A)er 
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HOTf  THIS  DOCCHENT  CONTAINS  INFORMATION  AFFECTING  THE  NATIONAL  DEFENSE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  WITHIN  THE  MEANING  OF  THE  ESPIONAGE  ACT.  A3  U S,  C.— 
31  ANUS,  a;  AMENDED  ITS  1 PANSMISSION  OR  THE  HEVEUTION  OF  ITS  CONTENTS  IN  ANY  MANNER  TO  AN  UNAllTHOm^EO  TERSON  IS  PROHIHIITD  »Y  LA.V, 
IT  MAY  NOT  HE  HEPROOUCEO  IN  WHOLE  OR  IN  PART.  OY  OTHER  THAN  UNITED  STAT^^IR  FORCE  AGENCIES.  F.XtXHT  UY  PFr’MISSION  OF  THl  Pl.lCrTpR  ijp 
IM . I.LIGEHCE.  U5AF.  - 
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s:^d  da'^'^tcry  Inrs* 

d-“ivL;,';  *o  har  l:cco  3^.iru:i:-;:iwo3y  £t‘>n  K :; 

iTftB  dnnm  to  a etratv^  ^.arlal  ob^: 
BBBI^  noticed  tho  object  ciid 
■PHpl^  attcTiuiiin  it*  WHI 

ijl"  aa  szistcpljf  diracidon  about  150  *oet  abw 
ii\  rrcat  or  the  oar*  About  tho  tl::s  aei 
c&/a;'  to  tiiiS  oast  lii  a ciixular  dlrectXoi  ia 


ti:a  location  of  tX\9  al.'^tin,;  a 
VS7  70*  riie  ternilo  to  tlie  o 
li:;a  oT  XcotliUlBR  ^he  l::ad  ia  op 
vith  Ui^  lirst  <U^t 
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I^.3  o^^joct  sd^btec  Jaa  daacrlbed  aa  loolda 
ai.yci.vja  or  silv^  in  c;lov  that  r ^ilcctxl 
yliiuo-jT,  or  occiethiii;:  oirfiar  located  li  a 
ta/aitJ  uhs  aall^r  end*  trjy  tno  oJ>j*^ct  \t 
^dtl;  V.vj  sooll  x.d  .■^orwari*  Ko  iioio?,  s:d: 
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1.  ST^ffSISs  l^sterious  objects  appearing  to  be  "strings  of  beads” 
tTSTellng  ^ speeds  hare  allegedly  been  observed  over  Lubbock* 

Texas*  Subject  ptiencsienon  were  allegedly  observed  by  three  faculty 
nesbera  frea  Texas  Tecbnologleal  College*  Xubbock*  Texas*  on  23  August 
IP31.  These  objeets  appeared  to  be  F-shaped  fomations  giving  off  a 
distinct  glov*  uhlob  nay  have  been  reflections  frcH  Ui^ts  on  the  ground. 
The  observations  by  ths  three  college  professors  vero  later  vouched 
for  tgr  four  other  vltaeeses*  Sloilar  phenoaenon  was  observed  by  one 

of  Lubbock*  Texas*  who  Is  alleged  to  have  taken  phot<^ 
^praphs  of  the  objects*  Nuaerous  other  witnesses  to  slailar  oociirrenees 
have  reported  varied  aceounts  to  reporters  of  the  Lubbock  Avalanoho 
Journal*  on  1 and  2 Septenber  1$51*  At  Mstador*  Texas*  on  31  August 
1931*  at  12i43  F*  N*  CST*  two  woaen  reported  a "strange  wingless*  al; 
craft  paased  within  130  feet  of  their  autoBOblle  and  disappeared  a 
short. ti: 


2*  P1MI31  Ihaerous  reports  havs  been  received  by  news  sourees 
at  lAibboek*  Teass  of  strange  unidentified  objeeta  in  flight  over  Lubboek* 
Texas  nd  vlolnl^  slnee  23  Aaeist  1931*  First  observation  of  euch 

men  was  reported  by  threa  fSculty  peters  of  Texas 
.^X  Cellegs*  at  Lubboek*  Texas*  Thess  professors  wsrei 

Professor  and  head  of  the  Petroleun  Engineering  Depart^ 
oent:  Or.  Professor  of  Chanleal  ftiglneering;  and  Or*4M^* 

Professor  of  Geology*  .These  Individuals  stated  that  on  Sat- 
urday evening  at  2110  hours*  a group  of  objects  flying  in  a rough  seal- 
clrols  or  crescent  foraatlon  vss  sighted  flying  froa  the  northeast  to 
the  southwest  at  an  "ineredlbls  speed*.  These  three  professors  were 
unable  to  give  maj  eeaplete  description  of  the  objects  | however*  they 
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New  Guir.ra?  Is  the  U.S.  Air  Force  deliberately 
s«.;r.ltoldm^  ia:o.'nuiion  abo<>.  (tying  »aacer&,  lor 
.'car  that  releasing  «he  .^.Mth  woalc  trigger  a ;>anic^ 
' do  we  .scUI  A.'.ww’  hsj  l.uic  :.*.e  ..’..e  r.a;urc 
e.  ar.idciuinec  :’.>'ing  oj^eciir  .r.  vT.i»  u.r.e  wr.cn 
sciettce  says  other  mtelUger.i  life  al.nost  surely  exists 
elsewhere  in  our  galaxy,  these  C|Ucstions  are  being 
asked  by  a great  many  people  who  fonneriy  would 
ha\'e  laughed  olT  such  thoughts  as  pure  fanias)'. 

Almost  20  \cars  ago  a news  stor>'  aoout  "dying 
iiucers”  daslicd  over  the  prci»  \virca,  sta.iling  our 
r.Aiion  and  much  of  the  civUizec  world.  From  that 
a.o.'ncnt,  a worlo>wide  interest  in  unidentified  fiyitig 
objects  has  stubbornly  stayed  ai.ve.  despite  efiforts  of 
authorities  a»d  others  to  refute  and  aebunk  them. 

Fortu.tatciy  one  new  .actor  has  enteteo  the  pic* 
cure  that  bids  fair  to  resolve  soiuc  of  our  doubts  and 
r...22lement.  Or.  October  7,  1566,  a contract  was 
u'varded  to  the  u.-tiversiiy  o;' Colorado  to  conduct  a 
scicr.iihc  im-esiig..iion  o."  LTO  .ightings  and  report 
findings  to  il\c  L'.S.  .^.r  Force,  with  rccoramenda- 
Uoi.s  for  future  operation  of  the  Air  Force’s  own 
P.*v.jcct  Blue  Book  UFO  inquiry.  The  Colorado 
rt‘,)ort  will  then  be  reviewed  by  cite  National  Acad- 
>'.nv  ol'  Sciences.  Funded  at  somewhat  nnsre  than 
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Ssiio.ooo.  the  study  will  analv’zc  UFO  reports,  and 
actually  assign  scientists  10  the  neld  to  stxtdy  UFOs 
at  first  hand,  if  that  proves  feasible.  Guaranteed  a 
completely  free  hand  by  the  Air 
Force,  the  inquiry  should  do 
n.uch  to  quiet  the  louder  critics 
of  Project  Blue  Book,  and  also 
tc  allay  any  public  doubt.s  and 
fears.  It  is,  in  fact,  the  first 
really  Kicniific  attack  on  thh 
L FO  enigma  yet  set  in  motion 
in  (he  United  States. 

The  critical  problem  of  na- 
tional secunty  makes  an  aii-out 
scientific  attack  on  the  UFO 
purzlc  seem  long  overdue.  But 
sitice  (he  first  reports  of  modern 
times,  (he  subject  has  been  beset 
by  unstable  notoricty-sockers, 
lioaxers  and  plain  crack-pots, 
so  that  most  serious  scientists 
itave  shied  away  from  the  prolv 
lem.  The  nearest  approach  to 
a Kicmific  investigation,  the 
2o>year  USAF  study  called 
Project  Blue  Book,  has  been 


cc-ld  do  any  job  cflcctivcly. 

The  first  modern  sighting  of  a UFO  occurred 
June  24th,  1947,  near  Mt.  Rainier  in  Waslungton. 
A veteran  private  pilot  named  Kenneth  Arnold, 
while  Aying  his  own  light  aircraft,  saw  nine  large, 
silvery  objects  shaped  like  inNTrted  piatcs  or  saucers, 
fl)'iiig  in  a rcverscd*cchclon  formation.  Arnold  had 
desciibed  the  objects  as  moving  'Mike  a saucer 
skipped  across  a pond,"  and  from  this  a reporter 
devised  the  name  “flying  saucer." 


Soberly  scientific  in  (one,  it  gave  an  timisiiaily 
complete  and  authoritative  summary  of  the  entire 
history  of  (he  flying  tauerr-UFO  phenomenon,  ll 
also  opened  the  eyes  of  many  people  to  the  fact  that 
sightings  were  worjd-widc. 

Then  in  the  early  hours  of  August  2,  1965, 
authorities  in  adjacent  parts  of  Texas,  New  Mexico, 
Oklahoma  and  Kansas  were  flooded  with  calls 
reporting  UFOs,  many  of  (he  reports  coming  from 
police  officers  in  highway  patrol  cars.  One  group  of 
objects  was  seen  for  about  30  minutes  flying  in  a 
diamond  formation  ov’cr  the  area  around  Shawnee, 
Okla.  They  were  lights  of  indefinite  shape,  (hat 
cliangcd  color  randomly  from  orange-red  to  white  to 
blue-grccn  and  back  again.  Radar  at  Tinker  and 
Carswell  Air  Force  Bases  in  the  area  tracked  four 
objects  that  coincided  with  objects  seen  by  eye- 
witnesses, according  (o  a statement  issued  by  the 
Oklahoma  Highway  Patrol.  The  radar  tracking 
was  later  denied  b>*  (he  Air  Force,  but  the  denial 
was  contradicted  by  a nine-page  report  front  (he 
Oklahoma  Department  of  Public  Safety.  The  con- 
fusion was  only  increased  when  the  Project  Blue 
Book  officer  later  reported  si^emnly  that  the  stars 
Rigel,  Capella  and  Aldebaran,  and  the  planet  Jupi- 
ter, seen  under  peculiar  local  wTather  conditions, 
had  been  the  cause. 


f tying  decades  since  that 

episode,  literally  thousands  of 

f « * ft. 

LrC)  siffhtmgs  luve  been  re* 
»r0un^  tht  WtitS  portetf  from  all  pam  of  tlie 

world. 

In  January,  1950,  Major  Donald  E.  Kcyluse,  a 
retired  Marine  Corps  officer,  authored  an  article  for 
“True"  magazine,  in  which  he  insisted  that  flying 
saucers  were  real,  physical  objects,  and  that  (hey 
came  from  some  place  not  on  our  own  planet  Earth. 
The  article  touched  off  a sensation.  But  solid  ev'i- 
dcnce  such  as  good,  close-up  photographs  or  motion 
pictures  (or  debris  of  a crashed  saucer!)  proved 
impossible  to  get,  and  conclusions  had  to  be  bawd 
solely  on  the  accounts  of  eye-witnesses. 

The  Air  Force  began  (he  first  official  investiga- 
tion of  the  more  impressive  reports  a few  weeks  after 

the  Arnold  sighting,  but  the 
effort  was  reduced  to  practi- 
cally nothing  early  in  1950. 
Then  in  1951  a renewred  surge  of 
nation-wide  interest  and  pub- 
licity compelled  a widening  of 
the  inquiry. 

By  1952,  reports  reached  a 
dizzying  peak.  But  time  passed 
and  public  interest  dwindled. 
In  the  following  eight  years 
UFOs  continued  to  be  reported 
over  the  U.S.  and  many  other 
parts  of  the  world.  Press  and 
radio  now  gave  more  attention 
to  “contactcc"  accounts  than  to 
soberly  factual  episodes.  Proj- 
ect Blue  Book  plodded  on,  al- 
though proposals  to  put  a (cam 
of  scientists  in  the  field  with  in- 
struments for  direct  observation 
of  a UFO  were  never  actually 
out  into  effect.  So  matters 


The  celebiated  incident  at  Exe- 
ter, -N.  H.,  occurred  during  the 
early  morning  hours  of  Srptem- 
ber  3,  1905.  Norman  Muscat- 
cllo,  an  1 8-year-old  Exeter  resi- 
dent, was  b.idly  frightened  b>'  a large  object  that 
swooped  silently  over  the  highway.  He  informed  the 
local  police  arid  was  driven  back  to  the  spot  by 
Officer  Bertrand.  The  object  returned  and  was  seen 
at  close  range  and  low  level  by  both  Muscarcllo  and 
Bertrand,  and  by  Officer  David  Hunt,  in  another 
patrol  car.  The  object  was  circular,  about  too  feet 
in  diameter,  and  in  addition  to  the  over-all  orange- 
red  glow,  showed  a pattern  of  smaller,  brighter 
lights  that  waxed  and  waned  in  regular  rhythm. 

The  Exeter  incident  lirought  to  light  the  case  of 
the  Halls.  While  undergoing  treatment  for  a period 
of  amnesia,  Mr.  and  Nfrs.  Hall  told  their  psy-cho- 
analyst  a strange  stor^'  of  having  been  captured  and 
interrogated  by  beings  in  a weird  flying  vehicle  some 
two  years  before. 

During  iqfifi,  in  addition  to  many  other  rc|)ot'(s 
from  more  remote  parts  of  (he  world,  .1  persistent 


OfM  fighting 
hringt  rapoefi 
0t  0th«rt 


A i^i  phenomenon  that  is  still 
uttexHaim  d is  the  one 
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known  as  the  **Luhbock  lights y* 
which  U'as  sighted  at 
Lubbocky  Texas.  It  is  one 
of  the  photographs  the 
U.  of  Colorado  may  examine 


«7<  bj  Ifaii  {ftJT)  ami  Utan!  Juioxlaw  In  thf  biukyani  oj  (heir  honw  noithaut  of  Dttroit^  is  unju^ving  scitnlijic  analjsis 


scries  of  peculiar  lights  wos  seen  over  Waiiaque 
reservoir  in  Northern  New  Jersey.  Similar  lights 
'Nert  repot  ted  ircar  Hillsdale,  Mich.,  by  nrany  rest- 
>hU  of  the  area,  who  loudly  contradicted  semi- 
oflicial  lUtemenis  that  marsh  gas  was  responsible. 
Still  more  odd-shaped  glowing  lights  were  seen  and 
photographed  o\xr  Lung  Island.  Tlris  time  the 
ufikial  explairaiion  put  the  blame  on  the  star  Sirius. 

In  January,  1967,  two 
youtigiiers,  Daniel  and  Gram 
JarosUw,  in  Harrison  Town- 
ship, northeast  of  Detroit, 
snapped  photos  of  sonrething 
that  looked  like  a big  ham- 
burger and  was  tire  size  of  a 
helicopter.  The  photos  were 
sent  to  Dr.  J.  Allen  Hynek, 
chairman  of  the  Astronoiny 
Department  at  Northwestern 
University,  who  has  investi- 

rd  reported  sightings  for  the 
Force.  His  comment  at  the 
time  was  that  the  photos  did 
not  “indicate  an  obvious  hoax,” 
but  that  they  required  anal)’sis. 

Undoubtedly,  the  photos  will 
also  be  shown  to  tlie  University 
of  Colorado  group. 

As  matten  now  stand,  there 
is  anything  but  agreement, 
either  within  the  body  of  the 


a long-term  disagreement  with  the  Air  Force  Pregec* 
Blue  Book  method  investigation,  but  is  now 
cooperating  with  the  University  of  Colorado  inquiry. 

The  SAUCERS  organization  believes  that  there 
is  oN’crwhelming  evidence  that  so-called  flying  sau- 
cers are  probablv  of  extraterrestrial  origin  and  most 
likely  come  from  the  planet  Mars. 


general  public,  or  among  various  groups  of  UFO 
buffs.  At  one  extreme  of  the  organized  UFO  groups 
arc  the  clubs  and  individuals  who  swear  they  have 
had  actual  contact  with  intelligent  beings  who  conte 
in  flying  saucers. 

At  tite  other  end  of  the  gamut  of  UFO  groups  is 
NICAP,  the  National  Investigations  Committee  on 
Aerial  Phenomena,  of  Washington,  D.C.,  with  Major 

Keyhoc  as  Director,  and  Rich- 
ard Hall  as  Assistant  Director. 
With  a membership  of  about 
M,ooo  claimed,  NICAP  is  the 
largest  organization  and  has  a 
hefty  percentage  <3i  scientific, 
technical,  military  and  law- 
enforcement  personnel. 

Somewhere  in  the  middle 
is  the  Saucer  and  Unexplained 
Celestial  Events  Research  Soci- 
ety, of  Ft.  Lee,  N.  J.,  and  New 
York  City.  SAUCERS  was 
founded  in  1954.  clainu  about 
7,000  members  and  holds  a 
broader  view  of  UFO  phenom- 
ena than  does  NICAP. 

At  present,  NICAP  scorns 
the  contactecs  and  their  claims 
and  bclie>-es  that  UFOs  are  real 
physical  objects  and  that  they 
are  under  the  control  of  imelli- 
gent  beings.  NICAP  has  had 


MU  Beliefs  of  the  farther-out  saucer 

fans  are  more  diffuse,  but  all 
**  * fSfW  that  they  are  real,  hlany 

are  r*ry  r9»f  consider  that  UFOs  come  from 

planets  of  other  suns  than  oiirs, 
and  are  operated  by  beings  more  advanced  than  we, 
Many  insist  that  the  Visitors  mean  only  Infinite 
Good,  have  visited  earth  many  times  in  the  past,  and 
are  the  cause  of  many  of  our  religious  belieb  in  gods, 
miracles  and  '.egeiid.* 

Is  it  possible  to  choose  between  tlwse  differing 
views?  For  many  the  answer  apparently  is  “No?'', 
and  it  will  probably  remain  so  until  a saucer  crashes 
in  Centra!  Park,  or  the  University  of  Colorado  pre- 
sents its  report.  U.nforumaie'y,  UFOs  seem  to  be  far 
more  reliable  than  earthly  aircraft,  for  no  authenti- 
cated debris  of  a crashed  saucer  has  come  to  light. 

Nevertheless,  if  you  answer  the  door  some  night 
and  find  yourself  confronted  by  a small,  greenish 
individual  who  poliielv  asks  for  the  loan  of  a cup  of 
uranium,  don't  slam  the  door;  it  may  be  the 
Nfartian  ambassador  — victim  of  the  interplanetary 
equis’a<ent  of  an  emptv  gas  tank.  (tkc  cmd) 


**Sivamp  gas**  was  the 
Air  Force  explanatwn  for  the 
Hillsdale^  Mich.^  sightings. 
This  photo  ivas  released 
by  the  town's  civil  defense 
director  to  refute 
the  sivamp  gas  theory 
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Srirai 


Ao’>end 


.«OCK.  TIJCAS 


Aui 


I.  ivs^.zi.ior.  or  i-i:-  v:zi:,z:n 


The  first  of  a aerivs  of  slj^htiarc  r*;lattd  to  Vt.io  lnci'!ont  occxirrcct  the 
cvenlni"  of  '5  Aufnict  19C1  et  epr^roici-intcly  .*J10  C— i , Four  icxas  'iC'Cljilcal  C'llofe 
professors  were  slttlnr  in  the  backyard  of  one  of  t:.c  ''rjfoscor't  hones  obcervlr.r 
neteorit*.-c  in  conjuncticn  wiUi  a study  of  -.Icror.c '-corites  hc.'in**:  corric*;  out  by 
the  collcr?.  At  “IX  they  obs'^rv  0 z.  rrouo  of  lirhtc  pass  ovorhoui  fron  V*  to  i». 
The  lirhts  hod  about  the  sa:ic  interjslty  as  hlph  clrus  clouds  on  o no  nlipht  nii  ht, 
Tho  altituie  was  not  detcimlned  but  they  traveled  at  a hiph  rate  of  sioct!.  The 
pattern  of  the  lights  was  alnort  a rvorfec'  sorii-circlc*  containing  .''0  to 

individual  H'-hts.  Later  in  the  evei.ir,-  a sl’-l-tr  incident  \Juu  obsjt  r'/<  l an  I 
durinr  a of  aU^ut  ti'iroc  wo'-/.s  a t-t*J.  of  n-- roxJnatoly  twc-lve  (J2)  such 

fliphts  were  observed  ty  these  nen. 


ibc  fToun  of  nen  included  i 


a.  The  Head  cf  the 
t.  P^ofecoor  of 
c.  P^fess-or  of 
d*  Professor  of 


he -oar  tcent 


has  Phi 


hos  PKv 


, has  Pr-. 


Besides  the  above  four  nea,  tha  folla  lng  have  obs 


the  incidents  I 


a.  ftr>fc8sor  Pf- 

b.  GroJuate  student  vorkin{^  on  Ph*-« 


In  additica,  a Professor  oT  #.£tr->no:v  was 
not  obscrr<  any  of  there  flii^hts. 


ilte-i  on  the  incident,  tut  he  did 


The  ahere  nention-^d  r»n  tool:  a pcrsorAl  inter. ot  in  the  ohcrx*nenn  tn*  under- 
took a study  of  the  oh/ectc.  Atte:;pts  wtru  a‘;de  to  obtain  on  altitude  ncasuro^ 
nent  by  layinr*  out  a measured  base  lin-?  oc-rocndic-lar  to  the  utual  flij^ht  oath 
of  the  object  and  piecing  angle  xseasuriny  i-.-vlcec  at  tVx  cno  of  the  base  line, 
hov'oyor,  all  their  atteuota  failrd  bueui^e  th-;  objects  did  njL  appear  on  the 
nights  the  observers  were  waiting  for  ti.er.. 


Pron  the  reri»'5  of  observations,  the  followirg^  facts  uero  obtained: 


a. 


angular  velocity  of  the  object  was  very  nearly  30°  of  arc  per  s*coni 


b.  There  was  no  sound  tljut 


y \ ja 


be  attributed  to  the  object. 


c. 


The  flight  nath  of  the  object  wr.s  fron  :r  to  C in  tho  najority  of  tl.e 
fULghta  although  sooe  were  !H-  to 


d.  Cn  several  nights  ti:*jrc  were  two  or  U;ree  flighto# 


unclassified 

5 w, 


• Uf-  I -> 


e,  The  color  o 


1. 


r ^iW;  ll.-b-a  was  blue-:rccn, 


f.  There  vcrc  fr:a  IS  to  30  ccparate  lights  in  each  forrj.tSon, 

f,  The  rirot  tw  flipht«i  obaer/eJ  vere  a serj.-circlc  ol‘  ll'i.ts  but  in 
rubse«iuent  nir^hts  there  wr.o  no  or-erly  errc-nf«: 


h.  The 


a-'*^are;  at  an  tr.rlc  o:'  n^jout  4S°  froa  horisonttil  In 
pp»?arcd  at  ebo-t  45*^  i:;  the  oouth.  The  object  did 
into  vl<v  aa  would  itn  alroraft  a*ir.r  aching  fron  a 
Jid  it  ;;ru-utJ.ly  disc'.-e.*a*. 


5rc  was  no  an*^arcnt  change  in  else  os  Vr.f  object  pneneJ  overhea*!* 


The  object  cZ'^Ji’ja 
the  north  or."  *iiaa 
not  rrHdunll“  cor.:e 
distoncCf  ncit;;er 


j.  The  "onr^ilar  irvan'  was  es 


;i  to  bo  IC'^, 


AtV.:n'>tc  vcrc  ntd*  to  obtain  thi  rcJ&tiv»  height  of  the  ob, uot  in  rta  xjct 
to  clouic.  hov/fVtir,  tic:;c  att:a:.*tr  ven  alr-o  wiruocesnful  due  to  tj.c*  fact  that 
the?  o?j»-ets  oos::cd  l<et;a!en  viioly  cc-ttorcc  clouds. 


Atteripts  very  ca*-z  to  Jetcrr.uni.  whctc.cr  or  not  thoro  uos  any  foni  Lotveon 
the  li;“l.ts  by  tryinr  ti  rec  c'.arj  between  the  llpbtc.  These  ulco  was  unsucccsi 
ful  !uc  to  th . short  tine  tJ.o  .bjcct  w s in  view. 


This  ohenonena  wa:  obsor^oJ  by  at  Iqi., 
Lubtock»  Texas.  l>one  ii'  these  people  verv 
were  blr.Zs  refioetinr  lirhtc  :roa  ti.o  city. 


t one  buaired  r>oo-.lo  In  ani:  aro 
of  the  opinion  tiwit  the  objects 


On  the  trvonlaf:  of  31  Auj^-st  I9tl  at  about  Z^?0  C.  T,  a colloce  freshuin  fr^a 
Texas  Tech  obscjr/c.J  a flight  of  the  uni-icntiflcd  objects  pasr  over  his.hor.o,  The 
fllrht  vas  obserroi  tl-^nurh  an  or^n  vindov.  boon  obscr/ini*  tho  first  flipht  of 
the  objects,  tii«  obccrrjr  obtained  his  coicra  ani  vent  into  the  bacZiyarl  of  hia 
hon>  in  an  attenpt  to  ^t  photorranhr  of  aljitional  flights  of  th»;  object. 
(Co*f»nt:  This  would  be  logical  ts  by  31  nuTust  19fl  tZic:o  flirZ'.tr  of  the  ob- 
jects, anJ  the  fact  tbit  sever:*!,  fli-htc  nirht  oenr  in  on  cvonirif*,  wi.c  well 
known.)  Two  nore  flirits  of  the  object  allcfedly  ild  occ.r  ani  were  photo'*raphed 
Two  photos  of  one  fliriro  and  three  of  another  were  obtain:;d.  A’. IC  has  four  of 
thf  ncfativcs  but  the  stiicr  one  was  lost  or  rdsnlaccrl  by  ti;e  7hoto~ranher.  The 
nhotorrephs  show  a V-sla.->cd  f;r:uition  of  li~hts.  In  one  photo  a cinrlc-7  of 
liphtc  ap>jar,  while  on  tJureo  ohotos  there  is  a dcuble-7,  Tl-o  re  *oratc  llrl.tr, 
wl;ich  appear  to  be  piirotnt  lij^ht  so\u*ccc,  Vi-xy  In  Lntensity. 

(See  Appendix  II  for  ooscibly  rcl-.tei  incidents.) 


II.  STATUS  0?  7:u 


rr-iTiaATio:! 


A.  Trio  to  Lubbon^,  Texas 

A trip  was  n&Se  to  Lubbock.  Texas,  on  6-9  lovenLor  1911  to  obtain  nore 
details  on  t;»e  incident.  JZan/  oeo  uc  viVo  had  sevn  the  objoct  or  who  wore  invalvoi 

in  the  incident  were  lx*.erroratcd.  A co:..<rcncc  war  hell  with  the  collcfc  pro- 
fessors btA  they  rropared  a cicnoJ  stetcr.cnt  deccrllinr  thu  ohjtcts  they  tlioy 
observed. 
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The  ohotopra '‘her  was  tnt>crr;foto  1,  Ln  conjunctlir.  viti»  Owl,  in  ro^r.rd 
tj  Ih'j  phoV.rrophs  of  the  ohJccU.  VSe  acco^int  of  tno  Incident  loricM, 

and  thirc  were  no  oivlouu  in'.lcatiins  of  a hov^»  *he  *lotoj*n*vher  had  zTcviourOy 
been  tntorrorated  by  the  Lubtoc/.  cevspacer  imJ  the  rhotoa  Inflected  by  rasocioted 
Px-oss  end  Life  Xatraslne  rt^rcrcnttitivec.  It  wao  tJioir  opinion  tf’.et  the  -'hotos 
were  not  obriouuly  a hoax.  The  coUore  profeasors  wore  iouttfx-1  an  to  vhethor 
or  not  the  pro to'-rapho  were  of  the*  ca*.c  objects  that  tiicy  ha.'!  observ'.d  r.eca\.se: 

1.  They  h':d  never  observe  - a V-chapc3  forr-ntion  of  lichta,  Vais  is 
not  too  significant,  hovovT,  as  the  exrnnrcnent  of  the  llphtc  th.*.  they  obrervod 
vrxicJ  and  since  there  uerc  cevoral  fli^-hts  the  colloce  ; rofes.  ore  'ostibjy  did 
not  ree  the  fll'^hts  that  were  photo-ra  v.C'J,  In  aidltion,  the  r^hotorrarher  cUttes 
that  the  ol*j:ct  ap-veered  to  be  U-sha-ved  but  v/hen  he  devolo-x:!  thr  nerutivor,  the 
object  voo  Vwshaped. 


2,  The  objects  that  the  •rofeanori 
not  hrifiit  er.ourh  to  be  photorrapht  •,  V!.i;i 
be  in  error. 


on.*.?;r-/t  d wv 
is,  howv7er. 


in  their  orininn, 
eatL'Vitc  a:-.  couJd 


It  vas  founi  that  one  school  of  tl^ourht  of  the  xjoplc  in  the 
area  wr.s  th*-t  the  objects  w»tc  cone  type  of  rlif■^^to^y  blr.n  rericctin,*  li'ht 
fron  the  city,  bcveral  pooplc  rc  -orted  that  they  definitely  iir.eA;  K'l  •,  objects 
were  tlrJo  b-ecausc  they  could  see  vinre  ‘flapping  , It  is  very  pocoiile  that 
cone  of  the  -eoplc  who  vere  lookin'  for  the  object  did  see  li:cks  as  there  were 
duck  flifhts  pavrin*^  over  durim*  tl;c  period. 


llic  collcfo  professors  do  not  believe  the  tlioor..  t*:at  the  o.  jcctc  were 
birds,  but  they  fire  pivinp  the  noszlbility  ;Toro  thourht.  If  C.cy  were  birds, 
they  would  here  to  be  relatively  low  to  five  the  illusl-.r.  of  hifh  o-^o  , An 
occasional  fZirht  of  birds  rd.pht  pass  low  over  a city  on  a clear  ni.'I  t Vat  it  is 
hip’nly  douttfJl  if  they  wouli  continu'^  to  do  this  for  c<vvral  nifrhtr.  V— ^ ratory 
birds  usually  try  to  keen  away  fr.a  cities. 

The  ycderol  '..lie  Life  Cane  arion  wms  visite  ts. . alt.oufh  h«:  was  not 
farJ.ll-ir  with  the  incident  he  doubted  if  the  objvcts  wore-  tlr.s.  IIo  stated 
that  they  could  have  been,  however.  The  nost  litely  sus-oct,  if  it  is  a bird, 
la  a nenber  of  tho  Plover  faaily  which  has  a puro  white  bn-ast,  but  unless  there 
was  a sudden  influx  of  the  birds  into  the  Lubbock  area,  the  fa  a warden  ioubtod 
If  there  voiild  bo  enou>*h  of  these  birds  to  riake  uv  as  ntny  flirhtc  as  were 
observed. 


If  the  photos  arc  authentic,  the  obj-.cts  vory  -‘rabatly 
because  an  eir:€rienced  photoyra’hcr  fro2  tho  L>;bbocV:  Av'lancnc 
to  ret  photos  of  dv.cks  usinp  both  natural  lifdit  anJ  flasr.,  but 


arc  not  ducks 
Ilovs^a'^er 
failed. 


“'tod 


B.  Analysis  of  /hotos  by  ’..'right  Air  tovolopnent  Icater 

The  Photpfraohlc  Locoiunaissunce  Labor  tory  of  lAwC  node  a oreliicinary 
arwilysis  of  the  photofraohs.  Ibic  analysis  was  node  by  iacpcctiny  the  nefntivos 
in  a conparator  tiicrosco.>o.  l*heir  conclusions  were: 


UNCLASSIFIED. 


/12C 


I 


• « 

\j 


y,  Tho  Isafcs  on  U»e  nofatlvcs  were  cauz^ed  by  ctriVilnr  unex'X)sed 

11a,  the  ncpatlTcs  jere  n^t  retr-iched) , 

..  The  Individual  lli:htc  in  tho  ’’forafttion”  rr.rLed  in  intensity. 


?.  The  intensity  ur.c  rrcaUr  thf.r.  wy  curr oundlnp  stars  as  tho  star 
did  n^t  rerlctcr,  (Ihc  photos  vero  token  untcr  CAVU  cjnJitions.) 


4«  ilic  in.:ividual  liphto  chonpex!  position  in  the  ’^foxt-ation  . 


C.  .Heintorro -atlon  of  tho  I'hot-vror.hcr 

The  OSI  wr.s  requested  tj  rcintornpatc  the  rhotoprapher  in  anotlior 
attciT-  t to  detemino  the  nuUicnticity  of  the  nho  orranhe.  Tm-  details  of  thin 
relntcrropation  have  not  been  receiver’  but  a oroliriinor..  re->ort  sV'ted  thnt 
th*’r^;  vore  no  inilcetions  tl.at  the  '>hoto*  r > diS  ‘..ere  not  !iUt!.o:;tic. 


Li,  Future  Investipfttions 


k trio  to  Luhboch,  Texas,  uill  be  ::a.lc  ouinp  «rei; 
are  bein."  rAdo  to  have  a Project  Urouro  consultant  and  a 
Project  orudfO  ocrsormcl.  If  the.  ohotorra-'hs  are  suthcr.tij 
In  that: 


i-jy , icrajii  '::vuts 
‘.y.  icist  accenpariy 
th‘.y  arc  li-*;>ortar*t 


1,  They  will  five  an  scc'  rate  nessurenent  of  ti»e  anfrular  soon*'. 

?•  The  lirht  source,  althouj;h  it  aopcare>:  to  be  of  low  inUmsity  to 
tho  eye,  vai  hiphly  actinic. 


3,  The  novt-Mont  of  tho  individual  lifhtc  in  t..c  forru-tion  can  be 
atuiied  further, * 

4,  L«nsity  corvviricon  tests  con  be  raade. 


UNgLASSlOEQ 
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LUBBOCK,  l-EXAS 
2^  August  19^1 


On  the  evenings  of  2^  August  31  August  1931*  ^<1  X September  1931>  flights 

of  unidentified  objects  were  observed  over  Lubbock,  Texas;  in  some  instances  there 
were  several  flights  per  evening.  The  description  of  the  objects  varied  to  cone 
extent,  but  it  is  generally  agreed  that  it  was  a "V"  or  "U”  shaped  set  of  light- 
like objects.  MrVBlPflll^>  &n  amateur  photographer,  turned  over  photographs  to 
the  Air  Force  which  he  claims  are  of  two  of  the  flights.  Disagreement  among  the 
witnesses  is  on  the  number  of  lights  in  the  arran^ent  and  whether  it  was  "V"  or 
**U'*  shaped.  The  flight  path  was  from  NEto  SV  or  N-S«  The  object  appeared  brighter 
thskD  stars  and  had  a yellow  or  blue  tint.  In  most  cases  no  noise  was  reported, 
but  a few  witnesses  stated  they  heard  a "whoosh.** 

Many  witnesses  reported  the  incident,  but  the  most  technically  competent  observers 
were  probably  Professor^|BBpHV|He^  of  Dr 

Professor  of  and  Dr  Professor  of 

all  of  Texas  Tech.  In  addition  to  being  the  most  competent,  these  wit- 
nesses were  among  the  first  to  see  the  object  and  viewed  it  on  subsequent  occasions 
under  controlled  circumstances.  For  their  initial  sighting  the  professors  were 
gathered  together  discussing  astronomy  on  the  evening  of  23  August  1931*  At  2110 
they  haopened  to  observe  the  first  flight  of  the  object,  ^ich  they  described  as 
a rough  semi-circle  of  lights.  A second  object  passed  over  three  minutes  later. 

The  witnesses  estimated  the  angular  velocity  to  be  30^  P^r  second.  During  subse- 
quent observations  the  professors  confirmed  their  estimate  of  the  velocity  by  using 
protr'ictors  and  stop  watches.  Attempts  were  also  made  to  get  an  estimate  of  the 
elevation  by  viewing  the  object  from  several  locations  at  the  seme  time  and  using 
trigonometric  methods,  and  also  by  using  clouds  of  known  height.  These  attempts 
were  not  considered  successful. 


In  1959  Dr  J Allen  Hynek  contacted  one  of  the  professors  at  Texas  Tech  regarding 
this  case.  This  professor  informed  Dr  Hynek  that  he  hud  conducted  an  extensive 
study  of  the  Lubbock  sighting  and  determined  that  they  were  definitely  birds. 

The  Air  Force  conclusion  is  that  birds,  with  street  lights  reflecting  from  them, 
were  the  probable  cause  of  this  sighting.  The  angular  velocity  of  30°  per  second 
seems  rather  high  for  birds  during  migratory  flights  (approximately  60  MPH  at  166 
feet  altitude).  It  is  probable  that  the  angular  velocity  was  less.  In  all  instances 
the  witnesses  were  located  in  an  area  where  their  eyes  were  probably  dark  adapted, 
therefore  making  the  objects  appear  brighter. 

Mr  when  taking  his  pictures,  had  to  do  so  by  "panning"  his  camera  (swinging 

with  the  object's  motion).  Panning  is  quite  difficult  and  the  relatively  high 
degree  of  success  of  this  photographer  is  further  Indication  that  the  angular  velocity 
of  the  object  was  not  as  high  as  estimated. 

The  kind  of  birds  responsible  for  this  sighting  is  not  known,  but  it  is  highly 
probable  that  they  were  ducks  or  plovers.  Since  plovers  do  not  usually  fly  in  for- 
mations of  more  than  six  or  seven,  ducks  become  the  more  probable.  The  fact  that 
this  w:\c  late  summer,  and  that  the  objects  consistently  flew  to  the  south  tends  to 
substantiate  the  conclusion  that  the  objects  of  this  sighting  were  migratory  birds. 
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CASB  ^ 

2$  Aag  lAibbock,  tBxut 

Tint  )mlk  of  tte  foUoving  Infcoraation  Is  taken  from  photostatie  copies  of  article 
from  tbs  lAibboek,  Teaess^  ATSlsacbs  Journsl,  dates  26  August  19^1#  26  A\igust  19^1 
1 September  1951>  2 September  I95I  and  $ September  1951*  Tbe  contents  of  these 
articles  bsee  been  investl0sted  and  verified  b^  the  0.8«I*  and  Beece  AFB  officials. 

On  tbe  ertnlng  of  2?  August  19^1#  31  August  19?1  and  1 Septendbcr  19$1>  flights  of 
an  tai Identified  object  were  obscanred  over  Lubbock,  Texas^  in  some  Instances  tbeore 
vere  several  fU^bte.per  evening.  Tbe  description  of  the  object#  varies  to  sons  ex- 
tent but  It  is  generally  sgreed  that  It  Is  a V or  U chajped  set  of  lights.  Photos 
vere  obtalasd  of  2 such  fU^te.  The  photographer  has  been  Inveetl^ted  and  appears 
rellsble*  Disagreement  on  the  description  of  the  object  isl  in  the  nuzdber  of  lights, 
vhleh  verles  from  ^ to  l8,  and  whether  It  vas  a V or  U shape*  The  flight  path  vas 
SB  to  8W  or  If  to  8.  They  vere  trlgd^ter  than  stars  and  yellovlah  or  bltae.  In  !no8t 
cases  thsre  vas  an  absence  of  noise,  a fev  people  heard  a slight  Vvhoosh*. 

The  incident  hse  aroused  the  populace  of  Lubbock  end  two  theories  have  arisen. 

One  is  that  it  is  an  airaraft;  the  other  is  that  it  is  light  reflecting  off 

seme  type  of  migratory  fowl. 

Tfaaree  college  profesaora  vere  gathered  ttgetber  discussing  astxoncoy  on  the 
evening  of  25  Angust  1951*  They  happened  to  be  looking  at  a certain  constellation 
vben  they  observed  the  first  flight  at  2110.  They  described  It  as  a rou^  smsl-cirele 
of  lights.  A second  object  passed  over  3 ninutas  later.  The  men  observed  that  there 
vas  no  shock  veve  felt  and  they  surmised  that  the  object  or  objects  oust  be  above 
50,000' • (Cosment:  DO  shock  or  eoE^ression  wave  is  felt  due  to  hl^  horiaontal 
fll^xts  except  at  very  lov  altitudes.)  They  could  not  Judge  the  exact  altitude  or 
speed  but  agreed  the  speed  vae  very  hi^. 


ATIC  Conaent: 


Tte  photo0r«9^  vm  eat^daod  vlth  Mgstire  mults.  All  possibUlti#*  of 
airboarne  ol>>ets  v«r«  eyuninaa  vlth  Dee^tlw  results. 


Conelvoioo 


f 

UNCLASSIFIEQ 

ymaocK.  t:jcas.  incident 


The  bulk  of  the  following  infonaation  is  taken  from  photostatic  copies 
of  article  from  the  Lubbock,  Texas,  Avalanche  Journal,  dates  26  Aufrust  1951, 

^8  August  1951,  1 September  1951,  2 September  1951,  and  5 Seotember  1951,  The 
contents  of  these  articles  hove  been  investigated  and  verified  by  the  O.S.I. 
and  P^ece  AFB  officials. 

On  the  evening  of  25  August  1951,  31  Augxist  1951,  end  1 September  1951, 
flights  of  an  unidentified  object  were  observed  over  Lubbock,  Texas,  in  some 
instances  there  were  several  flights  per  evening.  The  descriotion  of  the  objects 
varies  to  some  extent  but  it  is  generally  agreed  t^iat  it  is  a V or  U«>shaped 
set  of  lights.  Photos  were  obtained  of  two  such  flights.  (See  inclosure 


The  ohotographer,  I-ir 


and 


Ids  agreement  on  the  description  of  the  object  is  in  the  number  of  lights,  which 
varies  from  50  to  18,  and  whether  it  was  a V or  U-shaoe.  The  flight  path  was 
KL  to  SW  or  M to  S.  They  were  brighter  than  stars  and  yellowish  or  blue.  In 
most  cases  there  was  an  absence  of  noise,  a few  people  beard  a slight  "whoosh". 

The  incident  has  aroused  the  populace  of  Lubbock  and  two  theories  have 
arisen.  One  is  that  it  is  an  aircraft;  the  other  is  that  it  is  light  reflecting 
off  some  type  of  migratory  fowl. 

A large  number  of  people  have  witnessed  the  incident.  The  ones  who  have 
been  named  In  reoorts  are  listed  in  Inclosure  ^2,  but  many  other  unnamed  people 
observed  the  incident  on  various  nights.  Probably  the  most  technically  coa- 
pe tant  observers  werej 


Professor  and  Head  of  Petroleum  Engineering 
Leoartment  at  Texas  Tech. 


.♦JNCLASSIFIED 
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b,  lor.  Professor  of  Chexaical  •engineering  at  Texas  Tooh. 

Q,  ^ofessor  of  Geology  at  Texas  Tocb. 

The  above  named  observers  have  witnessed  flights  on  several  nights*  They 
do  not  believe  the  bird  theory,  and  stated  that  they  have  witnessed  enough 
of  the  phenoiaena,  or  whatever  it  is,  to  make  this  decision.  It  is  apparent 
from  the  information  received  by  ATIC  that  this  group  attempted  to  aporoach 

the  situation  in  a scientific  manner* 

The  three  college  profe8^ors  were  gathered  together  discussing  astronomy 
on  the  evening  of  25  August  1951.  Tliey  happened  to  be  looking  at  a certain 
constellation  when  they  observed  the  first  flight  at  2110.  They  described 
it  as  a rough  semi-circle  of  lights*  A t;econd  oojoct  passed  over  3 minutes 
later*  The  men  observed  that  there  was  no  shock  wave  felt  and  they  surmised 
that  the  object  or  objects  must  be  above  50,000'*  (Commentt  No  shock  or 
comoression  wave  is  felt  due  to  high  horizontal  flights  except  at  very  low 
altitudes.)  They  co\ild  not  judge  the  exact  altitude  or  speed  but  agreed  the 
speed  was  very  high* 

The  5 September  1951  sighting  was  observed  by  a group  of  people  with 
scientific  backgrounds  from  the  Texas  Tech  faculty.  The  group  was  unnamed  but 
included  six  men  with  PhD  degrees*  They  observed  three  flights  and  supposedly 
made  measurements.  Their  counter  to  the  migratory  fowl  theory  is  that; 

a*  There  would  not  be  enough  light  from  reflections  to  obtain  photographs 
of  a bird  in  flight  at  night*.  (Comment:  Substantiated  by  the  Photo  Section  of  UADC.) 
b*  The  speed  Is  too  great,  a 120^  arc  In  3 seconds  (See  inclosure  ,f3)  • 

c*  The  object  was  sighted  by  dig  Spring  Texas  Airport  Officials  from 
the  airport,  which  was  not  lighted,  so  there  could  be  no  light  to  reflect* 

r 

d.  In  regard  to  the  120°  arc,  one  flight  was  observed  over  a cloud  that 


y 

Xi 


% 

• \ 


I 


was  at  2000',  The  orofessors  calcxilated  that  if  the  object  were  at  2000 
the  speed  would  be  g;reater  than  600/niph*  (Coimaent:  About  1000  nob) 

Incidents  that  are  posslblj  related  to  the  Lubbock  nlghtinf^s  were 


Aixgust  1951  and  31  August 


August 


or  Albuquerque j 


flying  wing 


Albuquerque.  The  wings 


and  they  noticed  "soft  glowing  lights"  on  the  trailing  edge  of  the  wing.  There 


was  no  sound.  It  appeared  to  be  going  generally  N to  S,  >ir. 


B con- 


sidered by  O.S.I,  to  be  completely  reliable.  The  possibility  of  aircraft 


In  area  was  checked  and  is  negative. 

At  1245  CST,  Itrs.  daughter, 


Mrs 


were 


driving  their  automobile  a few  miles  north  of  llatader,  Texas.  Mrs. 


and  then  Mrs. 


observed  an  object  drifting  slowly  in  an  easterly 


dirvctioa.  (Comments  Wind 


at  3 knots  making  the  object  go  into 


the  wing.)  The  object  was  about  130*  altitude  and  200*  in  front  of  the 
automobile.  It  was  pear-shaped  and  judged  to  be  150*  high,  40*  vide  and 
18*  long.  T^e  ladies  stopped  the  car  and  got  out.  The  object  was  pear- 
shaped,  aluminum  or  silver  in  color,  with  a window  or  part.  It  ascended 
raoidly,  small  end  up,  with  a circular  motion,  ^bere  was  no  smoke  or  sound 


Mrs.  Tilson  has  been 


by  O.S.I.  and  appears  to  be  reliable. 


Migust  1951  another  incident  occurred  ^ich  although  not  being 


in  the  Texas  - New  Mexico  area  nay  have  a bearing  on  the  incident.  At  0836 
P3T  (0636  CST)  a groimd  radar  type  AN/CPS-1  and  an  Aii/CPS-4  picked  up  a fast 
moving  target.  The  target  was  observed  twice  for  a feu  seconds,  llie  object 


I 

UNCLASSIFIED 


( 


was  plotted  at  13,000*  making  a ground  speed  of  948  mpb.  The  signals,  however, 
were  weak  azul  their  true  identic  was  doubtful.  The  operator,  an  AF  Captain, 
has  had  a great  deal  of  experience  and  is  completely  reliable.  The  F-&6’s 

I 

were  scrambled  by  radar  last  contact  before  the  fighters  were  airljome.  They 
made  a visual  search  with  no  success.  The  weather  did  not  favor  anomalous 
propagation. 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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Wii&THER 


Lubbock,  Texas  - 2300  CST  - 30  August  1951 

Thin  scattered  clouds  at  28,C)00'  ▼isibility 
15  miles  plus, wind  SSE  at  5 knots. 


Reese  AFB  - 1230  CST  - 31  August  1951 

Broken  clouds  at  6000 '•  Thin  broken 
clouds  at  25»000*.  Visibility  15  miles 
liiNE  3 knots. 


Childress,  Texas  - 1230  CST  - 31  August  1951 
Overcast  at  25,000*.  Visibility  15  ^les. 
Wind  NNE  7 knots. 


Lubbock,  Texas  - 2330  CST  - 1 September  1951 
Clear. 

Visioillty  15  miles  plus. 

Wind  S£  at  4 knots. 


Sunset  during  period  25  August  to  5 September  about 
1825  CST^  duration  of  twilight  is  about  25  minutes. 


I 

r 


I 


i 


1. 


I were  seen  in  Amarillo,  Big  Spring,  Lamosa 
Panhandle  - South  Plains  cities.'" 


Check  these  to  see  if  description,  course,  and  speed  are  about 
the  same.  Ilewspaoers  are  probably  a good  source.  Try  to  plot 
a tracks  Check  Big  Spring  Airport  people. 

2.  Fveoort  states  that  six  PhDs  observed  the  flights.  Wat  was  their 
opinion  and  did  they  cake  any  nteasurements? 

3.  Article  stated  that  the  object  transversed  a 120®  arc  in  two  seconds. 
Confirm  this.  How  was  are  measured?  What  chance  of  error? 

e 

4.  Was  ground  around  spot  where  Mrs.  ^mP^and  Mrs,  ^HfllPsaw  object 
examined? 


3.  Get  weather  for  all  nights? 


6*  Were  ducks  seen  in  daytime? 

7.  Bid  Mrs.  lUKpand  Mrs • 4pBitt^hear  about  Lubbock  incident  before 
their  sighting? 

8.  Lo  whirl  winds  go  with  the  wind,  into  it,  or  any  special  direction  in 
relation  to  wind?  ''Was  drifting  slowly  cast*?  "Began  rapid  ascent  to 

cast"?  (Wind  was  N£  >-5  knots.) 


9«  What  is  possibility  of  hoax  started  by  college  professors?  Assume  they 
wanted  to  start  a Mass  Hysteric  experiment.  Since  they  ore  supposedly 
qualified,  their  statements  would  go  over  big.  Maybe  they  planted  the 
photos  wlth^feK 

10.  Attempt  to  get  angle  at  which  SHBi  shot  the  picture.  How  about  clouds, 
above  or  below? 


UNCLASSIF.IE.U 


4 


9 

{ 


\ 


Aonen^lx  I 


l^U^GRADED  AT  3 YEAH  TNTERVM^ 
.D  DECLASSIFIED  AFTER  12  YEAUS 

DOD  DIR  6200.10 


LV-B-IC;-:.  - "5  k»  rmr.X  19^1  SV^i*rt 


The  first  of  a series  of  sif’htln'’s  to  thir  Irtci'^ort  »>c<r:rred 

the  eveninfr  of  25  .v^ast  19'1  at  aoprojcir-etely  .:11C  C^iT,  ?o:u'  Toxoa  Tech- 
rictvl  CoHe^o  profest^ora  ’.ere  sittinf  in  the  tc-ckyarl  of  one  of  t.oo  nrofeosor’s 
homos  observing  meteorites  in  conjunction  with  o stu.^y  of  rderonetcorites  bc*ir.g 
carried  out  by  the  collf'ge.  At  ,-110  they  observe-'  a ri*oup  of  lirhts  pass  over- 
bold from  K to  C . The  lights  hud  about  the  sa:-.e  intensity  bs  a bright  star 
but  vere  lorrer  in  area.  The  altituJe  wan  not  d^torr dned  they  traveled 

at  a hiph  rate  of  cpe*.*c.  The  patt‘:m  of  the  lirhta  was  almost  a ''crfcct  seoi- 
circle  containing  from  20  to  .TO  individual  lifhts.  Litir  in  the  cventnp  n. 
ctrillar  incidont  was  observed  ani  durinr  a oeriou  of  about  throe  wcoka  a 
total  of  a''oroy.in:»tely  twelve  (12)  such  flights  were  obrerved  by  there  nen. 


The  proun  of  nen  Included* 


a.  The  Head  of  the 

b.  Profesfor  of 

c.  Professor  of 

d.  Professor  of 


-.ent 


, has  Ph.i. 
has  Ph.L. 


has  Ph.L, 


Besides  the  above  four  nen  tiie  foUo*:inp  have  obsorvr»d  th*»  incidents: 


a.  Professor  of  has  Ph.L/, 

b.  Graduate  student  working  on  Ph,,-, 


In  addition,  a Professor  of  .vstxonony  was  cohl-uILcI  or.  the  incident,  but  he 
did  not  observe  anj'  of  these  n.trht3. 


The  above  nentioned  nen  took  a oorioivil  in -erect  in  the  ••henonona  and 
unlcrtook  a study  of  the  objects.  Attenntc  worn  code  to  obtain  on  altitude 
r.cacijrecient  by  layinp  out  a m2asia*cd  base  line  ptrpc.ndlc.ilor  to  the  uc’iol 
rilrht  oath  of  the  object  and  placing:  anple  Beasi.jrinr  devices  at  the  end  of 
th.;:  br.se  lint,  Itoworor,  all  their  attonpts  t'uiled  bocauio  the  objects  did 
not  amcar  on  the  nights  the  observers  were  waitinf  f ir  them. 


rro::i  the  reri'’ s of  o'^cor/ationc,  the  follovinm  facte  wore  o'  tair.ed: 


a. 


T!'c  rr-ndlur  velocity  of  the  object  war  very  .ne:j*ly  .’’O”  ?f  arc 
oocon  ' . 


Tb.ro  \.'as  no  sovsJ.  that  could  be  sttriV.te'  to  the  ob'  tct. 


c.  The  fllyht  noth  of  the  object  vuc  frot  I-  to  - in  the  .‘scjorlty  of 
the  flights. 


d.  ■-bof'’  V'-ro  or  tliree  fli'^htr  ';or  <'venlny, 

e,  Tlio  oertod  l>otv;een  flights  was  about  ono  hciu: 


10  rJnuton 
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a corn  or  xho  stato-nojit 


T-rr?n  it  oarotl,  1L.3  njavertcnts 
rp«ed,  stopped  sacid^nly  '.dion 
to  see.  Although  no  SG^xid  v 
& ptston-ea.rini-'d  pla;:s  at  th 
^-•ians  could  hare  dor.-»  •yie  ^,\ 
Boened  to  ce  travollrj?. 


jU  . h^  Vrt  1 


FOST\rrflwii  4(f« 
^aH  TO  Art 


4 'AMkl\fiS  A»^P^INi;THf  -MTinNAL  ••FFCNr*C( 

ihlAO  i 7HF  R ^^LATtOrt  t.^  ITS  CCS 

ui>p>*ooyiCtt)  on  I * tir  • 


»is  ;rt  A> 

..lATf.S  A).<  f^X^  A4 


r«?'i  i.W^r>» 

ntTWT  HO. 

;;/l  ".u;>' 
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'I'hc  czloT  of  the  ll^’htr  bluc-vhito. 

inhere  ycro  fron  to  jC  ceorreto  lif-htc  in  C'  oh  forration. 

Th  first  tve*  fllf»htr  '.xw  a ro:J.-circl.  tf  'Iphtc  but  in 

T.v.hzo  {JLcnl  fli-Thtc  th- r-?  ;;^s  n«  or-’^rl;*  'irTr-n'  crort. 

*he  objoct  a^vo^'f  at  :n  nJv!o  o'*  SO®  fron  horizontal 

in  the  nortli  and  diomoearoi  nt  r.bout  60®  in  the  south,  'Ihe  object 
did  ns t frrduslly  cono  int'^  vie*.:  sr  uo;J.d  cn  oirersft  aoproanhlng 
fron  n dist-.nce,  naithrr  1i?  it  rT.i.**Uil'’r  dicn*'’-*oftr. 


J,  Thcr*'  V3C  no  a*''’aren^  c’irr.'*e  in  aizo  nr  t*''*  :hjrct  'ujoaod  ovorhoad. 


Attt*npts  verc  ns'?e  to  obtain  U*c  r I'tlre  hol-’bt 
to  clov.io.  Hovcver,  these  atUr.ots  worn  ol?o  unrucce; 
thi#  objects  rassoc  betvrson  videly  r.cattoro-J  c1ov.;b. 


of  tho  object  in  rocpcct 
:f*.  1 iuo  to  the  f‘:ct  that 


S-fforts  to  dctcminc  whether  nr  not  there  •.•ss  ariy  forn  r^'twoon  the  lifhts 
tryinr  to  see  strrrs  bet  o'sn  tho  lights  vere  vmf.o,  Thlp  rlro  V'.p  imsnrcecn- 
:ue  to  th-»  short  tlr.*=:  the  object  vos  In  viov. 


This  ph'-nonena  yas  obscr'/cd  by  at  least  on"  in  o;i:  around 

L'llbosjc,  Texas,  of  tliocc  pco'^Ic  yere  of  the  ooinion  thut  the  objects 

wore  blrio. 

On  the  oreninr  of  31  Au  wst  1951,  'st  about  2330  a collo|^o  freshnen 

frs:s  Icxas  Tech  ohsorvod  ihro?  fli;*hts  of  the  object  ur>^  r.llrpodly  obt-alncd 
five  -'ho topTftphe . tie  obtain--^  two  ohotos  of  one  fli.-ht  aol  U.rrtc  of  another. 
These  ohotos  chow  sinrlo  rows  of  lifbt  in  V-forr-.ation  on  tw-o  ohotos  and  a 
double  rov  on  the  others.  Hlc  description  of  the  obj-'ct  ir  nuch  tho  ca-TO  as 
that  of  the  coll-'pc  ->rofecsorc,  except  that  th**  c.jlio'-c  orofossors  never  ob- 
ser’/ed  a perfect  V-forr'^tion. 

(See  Ap7>enGlx  II  and  V for  oosclbly  related  Incident:',) 

5pct'is  of  the  loves  tiration 


?roJ:!Ct  Orudcff  pcrsonr.cl  ricde  a trio  to  Lub?  och,  Tex'iS,  on  6-9  rovenrer 
19fl  to  obtain  nore  deti-d-ls  cr.  tho  incliynt,  Many  sources  who  had  seen  the 
*'hject  or  vho  '’orc  luvolvod  in  the  cifhtin-  vi  ro  in*t*rr'?'*atu’.  A confcr*'*?co 
•.;ar  hoi?  yith  the  college  proCtccoro  and  they  offcrc-d  -o  »o*itc  *^etuiled 
accoixt  of  their  orsorvr.tior.s  and  forvreuri  it  to  ATIC,  Ini*  re--ort  rno’J.*’ 

be  ''orthconlnr. 

Tho  •'hsterra-her  who  elaira  to  ha^'o  ohotorra'-'ho.i  tho  objvct  vae  ititorr^- 
-Gi.  . ..vor;'  ofr'jrt  \r  r ’-.aoo  to  a fla?;  In  the  ''hovof-rrtohi'r's  acooiT.t  of 

t.v5  incident  bu-  th.  results  were  nejotiv".  The  ooll-Te  t’id  uot 

leli-.-vp  th.c  ohoU'rra'-hc  •..•or,  as  they  hn:I  n-v  r nbsor*/-od  a V-n-.ayyi 

oroup  of  llphto,  *hey  were  not  i u-l,  h-j'.-. v.*r,  -..’..ut.  • r ■ eot  they  iiad  oh— 
rorvo.;  the  sjrre  objsctf'  that  W‘:re  ''hotorraohe'  , »^inc.*-’  the  intrrror-  tlon,  *'^0 


4 
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diccrenencicii  in  th'3  nhotos  have  been  foun-i  fJid  ^hc  '>hoto'*ranhor  ic  being 
rclr.tcrro-r.t*^-’  b*  the  O.h.I. 


0:m  scMol  of  tho’;rht  of  tic  in  U;--  !.-«r  ao>.  • rca  1*.  'he 

objects  t o'*  rl  *r:. -or;-  Vlr*r  '•ofloc‘ln*  H"M  fro^  the  city. 


S-vorcl  'eo-lr  ro-.-\5rt  \i\  ’■  ^'crir.i ‘.cl;,-  <'•.  v -tr.  • 

C3\:l'  &3C  \.inr^  it  ir.  v r;  --«r5l  • . .•  3i'  ti.a 

•'to-'lc  .ho  »^rt?  looklnp  fer  t;t--  o-.jvc*  net  a.'.  *.htrj  .i:e!< 

flirhto  P4*rsinr  over  durini’  t:.c  -•.rlo*.  It  ir  siynlfic'nt  that  those  oo'^-'lc 
who  bickr  •.;cvc  ’ofinltel;  -Vic  to  iJenti^y  t):  o’.  Jrc*.;  to  v..c;-r  , or  so^ 

ty-*c  o'*  : irv',  hoc-'  co  they  ctU  r.uc  M-o  -..■Ir.-f  .?r  ;.o:.r  . t'-  • .wirr, 

however,  o‘.v»:r  ocoolo  ;>.ro  ji.:  t uv  iotor  dn«:d  that  thuy  .urc.  not  ^IrV.  *ha 
posribl-  c•^nc^..&ion  is  th-.t  c‘'f>9  ooo-ic  .’id  see  birds,  b-:*  .oth.ri:  raw  no;-o 
other  cljwc-s. 

The  colltf'c  profcof.;)rr  .!o  no  b-‘ll«.vo  the  th . .-r;-  th- t th*.  objectn  wore 
birds,  but  they  are  the  7wo::ftbtllty  nor^’  thou  h".  i**  they  ver>‘  birds, 

thty  wouL^  hr!ve  bo  rtZatively  lo/  to  illusicn  of  hirh  c-*ect.  Ar. 

occ'^rional  flight  of  birds  tilfht  oasr  low  over  a city  sn  n clear  nl'-ht  but  It 
in  hi?»hly  doubtful  if  ti:ey  woul  ’ continue  to  ;o  fni?  for  sc'/cral  nir-hts.  I'd.- 
rrp.trory  birds  uauelly  try  to  'uQ')  u\nt'j  fron  cltior. 

The  Federal  '11*1  Life  ua/i-}  ;rr  en  was  viol  tod  and  f.itaourh  h-s  was  not 
fftniller  with  the  incident  ho  doub'c'  if  th^  ohj'.:ctr  vero  bir'.r.  Ho  .stKted 
that  thfty  c-^i-l  1 have  l?ecn,  hov^-v-r.  "Am  r.ort  likoly  .vsocct,  if  it  Is  r bir.^, 
ie  n nocibcr  of  the  .’lover  fartily  v;luc:;  hsj  a nure  ufliltt  br:-asl,  but  unleon 
tVre  war  n cud  on  Influx  of  tl»f  lirdc  into  the  lA^lboch  urea,  tir  far.c  vardon 
doibted  if  tlHTC  woidd  be  cnourh  of  there  birr's  to  rvue  u*>  as  r.‘f.ny  nir-h*-e  as 
were  obscin^re. 

If  the  ohotor  arc  cuthfr.tic,  the  objects  vrr;.  t?V  bly  er-w  not  ducks 
bveav.se  an  ex**’'  rlcnceil  nhotopra  h«r  frou  the  Luf..ock  Av:  laochc  !rewa*’a'>er 
ottersnted  to  ret  ••'hotos  of  lucks  ucinr  both  natural  liyht  and  flash,  hut 
folle-i. 

Iho  Invcstirntion  of  tlds  Incident  Ir  contin’.tin".  It  is  nnb- lly  the  nost 
iLOi^ae  incident  in  the  history  of  ,’rojcct  ..r’idr-c  in  tb.'.t  it  \tv.:  obrurv***'.’  ro 
nany  tines  by  a scientifically  tr^.ined  proup  of  oboervur;*,  Ti.uso  pro*-le  arc- 
contlnuinr  to  atu*not  to  arrive  at  a solution  for  th*'  nhenonena,  Thi’'  had 
»r  'i'ioucly  lost  interest  after  ?cvcr:-l  wookc  of  obcorvr.tlon;-  bvc  use  they 
b ii-ved  thft  the  object  w.as  scnc  new  j.ir  Fore-.-  aircraft  or  :J.6silo, 

The  'jho*orra*'>hs  ur-j  now  at  t;:e  Photo-’raphic  ! •-conr.aii’E’Wico  Lr  bora  tor;' 
at  rlt*ht  /.lr  .X5velorn';nt  Center  for  auolyrls. 
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LUBB-XK.  TLXAS  - 


I.  LIS3USSIQN  or  Till.  INCIl/EIIT 

The  first  of  a series  of  sightinrs  related  to  this  incident  occurred  the 
eveninf  of  August  1951  at  aporoccL-aately  .UlO  CSi.  Four  Texas  Toclaiical  College 
professors  were  sitting  in  the  backyard  of  one  of  the  professor* r hones  obcervinr 
meteorites  in  conjunction  with  a study  of  nicronctcorites  being  carried,  out  by 
the  college.  At  ClX  they  obs«r7'-*d  a group  of  lights  pass  overiieud  from  Jl  to  S. 
The  lirhts  had  about  the  sane  intensity  as  high  cirus  clouds  on  a .'ao.nllght  night. 
The  altitude  was  not  detomined  but  tl'.ey  traveled  at  a high  reio  of  meeti.  The 
pattern  of  the  lirhta  was  elnoct  a perfect  ccni-circlo  containinn  fr>n  .70  to  30 
Individual  lights.  Later  in  tl\e  ovei.ing  o sLiiJar  incident  was  obs«rv»:d  anv'^ 
during  a period  of  about  throe  we«ks  a total  of  anTo;:L-Uitcly  tvjelvo  (13)  such 
flights  were  observfd  by  these  nen. 


..he  grouo  of  laon  included: 


a.  Tlie  Head  of  the 

b.  Professor  of 

c.  Professor  of 

d.  ProfesLor  of 


Lopartrient 


, has  Phl3 

has  WiL 


has  Phu. 


Ucsi^es  the  above  four  nen,  ti.e  folio- ing  have  observed  the  inci-*cnts: 


a. 

b. 


Professor  has  Phu. 

Graduate  student  WDr.cing  on  iTiL. 


In  addition,  a Professor  of  Actronoiiy  was  consulted  on  ti.o  inoi.:©nt,  but  he  did 
not  observe  any  of  these  flights. 

Hie  above  mentioned  men  took  a personal  inter-:st  in  the  ohenoriena  end  under 
took  a study  of  the  objects.  At-t«:ipts  were  m.'\de  to  obuain  an  altitude  neasurc- 
nent  by  laying  out  a measured  base  line  perpendicular  to  the  utuol  flight  path 
of  the  object  and  placing  angle  measuing  devices  at  the  end  of  the  base  line, 
however,  ftll  their  at-tennts  failed  because  th  ' objects  Jid  not  n-opear  on  the 
nights  the  observers  were  waiting  for  tl:er.. 


?ron  the  series  of  obcervations,  tiio  following  facto  wero  o’.taincd; 

a.  The  angular  velocity  of  the  object  \ruc  very  nearly  30®  of  arc  per  sfcond. 

b.  There  was  no  sound  that  could  be  attributed  to  the  object. 

c.  The  flight  oath  of  the  object  Wf-.s  fi*on  K to  £ in  the  ruijority  of  the 
flights  altiiough  sota©  were  Hh  to  £./. 

d.  On  several  nights  there  wore  two  or  Wire©  flights. 


$ 
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e.  The  color  of  the  lirhts  v/aa  blue-^ro*?!!. 


f.  There  uere  fron  15  to  30  separate  lif:hts  in  each  fomt-tlon. 


f.  Tlie  first  two  fllf^hts  observed  vere  a seni-<irclc  of  lights  but  in 
subsequent  flit^hts  there  was  no  orderly  arraiv*e;.ent, 

h.  The  object  always  appeared  at  an  onf;le  of  about  fron  horizontal  in 
the  north  and  disappeared  at  about  45®  In  the  south.  The  object  did 
not  pradually  cone  Into  vinw  as  would  an  aircraft  aonr^achinfr  fron  a 
distajiee,  neither  did  it  gradually  disannear. 


i.  There  was  no  ao*^arent  chanfro  in  sis©  os  the  object  parsed  overhead, 

j,  iTi©  'anrulttT  span*  was  ectinoted  to  bo  10®. 


Attenots  were  nade  to  obtain  tlie  relative  heirht  of  the  object  in  res*50ct 
to  clouds.  However,  these  attcEiptr^  wen  also  unsuccessful  due  to  the  fact  t>iat 
the  objecLs  passed  l*etween  widely  scattered  clouds. 


Attenpts  vfero  nade  to  detemine  wlicther  or  not  there  was  any  fom  between 
the  lirl'.'as  by  tryinr  to  see  stars  between  the  lipbtc,  Those  also  was  unsuccess- 
ful :UO  to  the  short  ticc  the  object  w:.5  in  view. 


This  ohenonena  was  observed  by  at  least  one  hundred  ooorlo  in  and  aroimd 
Lubbock,  Texas.  Sorie  of  these  pcoUe  were  of  the  opinion  that  the  objects 
were  birds  refloottnp  liphts  fron  tlus  city. 


On  the  cverdnf”  of  31  Aufust  1951  ©t  about  Z^30  CbT,  a college  1‘resli-ian  fron 
Texas  Tech  ob8er*^eJ  o flight  of  tho  unidentified  objects  pact'  over  liis  hone,  Tr.e 
ilirht  was  observed  through  an  open  window,  Uoon  observinp  tho  first  flight  of 
the  obj»“Cts,  the  observer  obtained  his  caiora  and  wont  into  the  bacl;yard  of  his 
hone  in  an  attor^t  to  get  photographs  of  additional  flights  of  tho  object, 
(Coranent*  This  would  bo  logical  as  by  31  au/rust  1951  tiicse  flights  of  the  ob- 
jects, and  tho  fact  that  several  flights  night  occur  in  an  evening,  was  well 
known.)  Two  nore  flights  of  the  object  allegedly  did  occu  and  wero  photographed. 
Two  photos  of  ono  flight  and  three  of  another  vrere  obtained,  ATlC  has  four  of 
thf*  aepatives  but  the  other  one  was  lost  or  rdsplacod  by  the  nhotorranher.  The 
nhoto-Tephs  show  a V-shaped  fon'iStion  of  lights.  In  one  photo  a rin^-le-V  of 
lights  ao*«ar,  while  on  tJiree  nhotos  there  is  a double'/.  The  se  ^ornto  lirhts, 
which  ep-)car  to  be  pinpoint  light  sources,  vt-rj*  in  intensity. 


(3ee  i.ppendlx  II  for  oossibly  related  incidents,) 


II.  S:aT-Uo  0?  TiU  ItrVtiSTiaATIQN 
A.  Trio  to  Lubbock,  Texas 
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A trip  v;as  nade  to  Lubbock.  Texas,  on  6-9  Tovenbor  19fl  Lo  obtain  noro 
details  on  the  incident.  'lany  peooic  w!;o  had  soon  tlie  object  or  w.ho  wore  involved 
in  the  incident  were  Interrorated.  A confe  rence  war  hfsld  with  tho  collepe  pro- 
fessors and  they  rropared  a sipnod  ctator/jnt  describing  tho  objects  Liiey  they 
observed. 


( 
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The  ohotopraolier  was  intcrrof'^ato in  canjimctlon  with  OSI,  In  repard 
to  the  ohotopraphs  of  the  objecth.  lils  account  of  the  incide:»t  aoeiKid  lopical, 
and  there  were  no  obvious  iniiCHtions  of  a honX.  *ho  'jbotofrupher  Jiad  ureviously 
been  interrogated  by  the  Lubbock  newspaper  and  the  nhotos  insoectod  by  Associated 
Press  and  Life  I-iapasine  re-'resentativDs.  It  was  their  oninion  t]*at  the  photos 
were  not  obviously  a hoax.  The  collcno  professors  were  doubtrJ.  as  to  whether 
or  not  the  photopraoha  were  of  tne  sa~je  objects  that  they  had  obsorvtKl  because  5 


1,  They  hod  never  observed  a V-shaoe3  fomation  of  lights.  This  is 
not  too  significant,  howov'^r,  as  the  arranronent  of  tl'.e  lifhts  that  they  observed 
varied  and  since  tliore  were  several  flights  the  collcfe  rrofesjors  poss5bly  did 
not  see  tho  flirhts  that  were  photofTaohed,  In  addition,  the  nhotofrapher  states 
tliat  tho  object  ap-'>cared  to  be  U-slia->ed  but  when  he  deveioned  the  norativos,  the 
object  was  V-shaped. 

1,  The  objects  that  tho  professors  observed  wore,  in  thoir  oninion, 
not  bripht  onouph  to  l>o  photorraphe*.  T!.is  is,  however,  an  ostimto  a.*^  could 
be  in  error. 


It  was  found  that  one  school  of  tiiourht  of  tho  .xjonlc  in  the  Lubbock 
area  was  that  the  objects  were  sone  type  of  iiifTf.tory  birJc  roflcctinr  li-ht 
fron  tl:e  city,  Several  people  ro-'ortcU  that  they  definitely  fciow  ti.e  objects 
were  birds  because  they  could  see  ^.inys  'flapping'.  It  is  very  possible  thot 
sosi'^  of  the  '>eople  \.'ho  were  looking  for  the  object  did  sec  di.c.cs  as  there  were 
duck  flifhts  pas::in(^  over  durinf  the  j'jcriovl. 

Tho  collofo  professors  do  not  bcliovo  tiie  theory  tl:at  the  objocts  Vfere 
birds,  but  they  arc  flvinp  the  possibility  :nore  thought.  If  they  wore  birds, 
they  W3uld  have  to  be  relatively  lou  to  five  tho  illusion  of  uiph  s">eei.. , An 
occasional  flirht  of  birds  rj.fht  pass  low  over  a city  on  a clear  nifht  but  it  is 
hiphly  doubtfiul  if  they  would  continue  to  do  this  for  ecvornl  ni-'htr,  I'ifratory 
hir.'c  usually  tr>'  to  keep  away  fr-jn  cities. 

Tho  Federal  bild  Life  Ga*ie  * arlon  wxo  visile'  and  jil  though  he  was  not 
fanill'ir  with  tho  incident  he  'ioubtod  if  tho  objuots  wjre  birds.  lie  stated 
that  they  could  have  been,  however.  The  nost  li/xly  susroct,  if  it  Is  a bird, 
is  a ucuber  of  the  Plover  faaily  which  has  a puro  white  breast,  but  unless  there 
was  a sudden  influx  of  tho  birds  into  the  Lubbock  area,  tiio  fa'.e  warden  doubted 
if  there  would  be  enough  of  these  birds  to  :iake  uo  as  rnny  flirhts  as  were 
observed. 


If  tho  photos  arc  authentic,  the  objects  very  probably  are  not  ducks 
b<^-Cf.use  an  e:ccerionc©d  photoyra')hcr  fron  the  Lubbock  Avdanoiie  liewsnaner  atten'^tcid 
to  **ct  nhotos  of  ducks  uslnr  both  natural  lirlit  and  flash,  but  failed. 


B,  Analysis  of  .'hotos  by  '..'right  Air  uevolorciont  Center 

ibe  PhotofTaohic  iTeconnaiosance  Labora  tory  of  ‘.'Ai/C  riade  a rrelininory 
analysis  of  tho  photograoho,  Tlie  analysis  was  niadc  by  inepretinp  the  nogn.tivos 
in  a conparntor  cvlcrcscope , llieir  concl.-sions  were: 


tJNCCASSlFlED 


nia, 


1 

(l.G 


The  ina^es  on  the  negatives  were  c 
the  negatives  were  not  retouched) . 


r.  The  individual  lights  in  the  "formation”  varied  in  intensity. 


3.  The  intensity  vas  greater  than  any  si^rounding  stars  as  the  stars 
did  not  register.  (The  photos  were  taken  under  CAVU  conditions.) 

4«  The  individual  lights  changed  position  in  the  'Toraation 

C.  Relnterroratlon  of  the  Photographer 

The  OSI  was  requested  to  relnterropate  t)ie  nhotographer  in  enotJior 
attemt  to  deterraine  t!ie  authenticity  of  the  nhotorraohs.  The  details  of  this 
reinterrogation  have  not  been  received  but  a orolininorv  retort  stated  that 
there  wore  no  indications  that  the  nhoto-raohs  \.-ore  not  uuUientic. 

D.  Future  Investigations 

A trip  to  Lubbock f Texas | will  be  node  during  January.  ArranFenents 
are  being  made  to  have  a Project  Grudge  consultant  and  a physicist  acconpany 
Project  Grudge  personnel.  If  the  ohotogranhs  are  authentic,  they  arc  inportont 
in  that: 

1,  They  will  give  an  accurate  neasureiacnt  of  the  angular  soan”. 


?.  The  lip-ht  so\irce,  although  it  ao;>oare»J  to  be  of  low  intisnsity  to 
tiie  eye,  was  highly  actinic. 

3,  Ihe  noveuent  of  the  individual  lights  in  t;.o  fom:.tion  can  be 
studied  furtlier. 


4*  bensity  conoarison  tests  can  be  loade. 
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LfP--  7^6/  P/o 

uraaociy  tsxas,  auo  27 ^rw  strange  fohhations  UKis  "strings  o7  bsai^s 

rr  CRESCBIT  SBAPS"  HDBTLSD  THROUGH  THE  SKI  OVER  LUBSOCSC  AT  A SPEED  WHICH  CARRIED 
TH2M  7RDM  H3KIZOH  tO  iDRIZOS  IN  THREE  SSOONCS,  THREE  TEXAS  TECH  COLLEGE  PROTESSORS 
SAID  TODAX.  THE  WEIRD  IORMATI3SS  WERE  RETOhlED  BX  W«  L.  DJCCEH,  .lEAD  0?  TKS 
TECH  P3TR0UDM  atOIllEERIBG- BSPARCGBT,  WiC  SAID  "IF  I HAXn'T  lUD  OJNFIrMING 
VETHESSES  PBESQIT,  I FSe£  SURE  X WOULD  HAVE  SAID  NOTHING  ABOUT  WHAT  I SAW* " 
racm  SAID  HE  AND  DR*  A*  G.  BERT,  PROFESSOR  UF  CH£HICAL  &jGXH£EiailG» 

WERE  RELAXING  AT  THE  HOHS  OF  DR.  V.  I.  lUBlUSOM,  GEOLOGX  PjOFESSOR,  SATURDAX 

raGHTy  v:hin  the  "string  of  beads*  whipped  across  the  heave::3. 

"VS  felt  no  S:DCE  WAVES,  SUCH  AS  AN  OBJECT  MOVING  AT  SUCH  HIGH  SPEEDS  IN 

THE  LOVER  AlMOa*HERE  WOULD  GIVE  OFF,"  CUCKEK  SAID,  ■ AND  THE  ABSEIiCE  OF  SUCH 

* 

WAVES  WOULD  INHICAT3  THE  FORMATION  WAS  FLYIliG  IN  TIE  STRATOSPHERE,  iO,C»0O  FEET 
ABOVE  THE  EARTH  OR  HIGHER." 

TIE  TiRZS  PROFESSORS  AGREED  TIAT  PASSAGE  J?  THE  OBJECTS  ACrOSS  IH?  ARC  OF 
THE  SKX  RSiJIIREI)  ABOUT  TIME  SECONDS.  WITH  T:IAT  TLHZ;  BASIS,  LUCXZR  SAID,  "WE 
FIGURED  THE  SPEED  MUST  HAVE  BEai  1,800  MILES  PER  ;£3UR  IF  TIE  OBJECTS  WERE  A 
MILE  HIOH.” 

IF  T.iEX  WERE  AT  50,000  FEET,  HJCXER  SAID,  THE  S>ESD  MUST  iUVE  BES)  ABOUT 

% 

13,000  MILS3  PER  IS^UR. 

THE  PROFESSORS  SAID  T3SI  COULD  NOT  DCTEIMINE  SHAPE  OF  TKS  OBJECTS  BECADSB 
07  T'E  SPEED,  BUT  THAT  EACH  GAVE  OFF  A tiOW  OF  REFLECTED*  LIGHT. 

vOTHO.tITISS  at  PESSE  air  force  base  :iSAR  liSRS  SAID  liO  JET  PLANES  VERS  IN 
T:iS  AREA  AT  TIME  OF  TIE  SIGHTING.  TiShS  APPEARED  TJ  BE  NO  ADDITIONAL  WITNESSES 

sm 
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Fort  '-'orth,  Texes 
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2(H)  dated  7 September  1951  to  X)S1,  Hq  USAF.  concerning 


unidentified  aircraft  at  lAibboek,  Texas*  Request  A-2  forward  b/  air  mall  as 


expeditioualjr  as  possible  fon  112  on  subjects 


Mrs* 


if  possible  forward  by  air 


, Hra* 


original  negatives  of  photographs 


, is  stated  to  have  taken*  In  reply  Cite  ATXAA-2A,  Grudge* 
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STBJlCTs  tbl4«ntlfl*d  ObjMta  In  ortr  LubboelCf  Texns 

statad  that  tha^  gar*  off  « glow  which  could  have  boon  created  froa 
tha  lighta  of  tba  ei^  below.  The  fozvatlon  of  objects  allegedly 
crossed  the  sky  froa  horizon  -to  horizon  in  th:'«e  r.econds.  Calcula> 
tlene  Bade  by  these  professor*  wore  to  U)S  effect  that  had  the  form- 
tlea  of  objeeta  been  flying  at  an  altitude  of  one  alle  froa  earth, 
their  speed  would  hare  been  1800  allet  an  hour,  or  at  50,000  feet  of 
altitude,  tbelr  speed  would  hare  been  nearer  18,000  alles  per  hour* 

Ito  shook  wares  were  felt,  eooerdlng  to  Xr.  who  stated  that 

the  abeenee  of  shook  wares  would  Indleate  that  the  formtion  was  flying 
la  the  stratosphere,  abere  50,000  feet.  Dr.  ^IBIPestl noted  that 
there  were  50  ef  the  strange  objeets*  A second  group  of  such  objects 
aUegedly  passed  orer  the  sky  approxlBately  three  minutes  later*  One 

head  of  the  Joumallsa  Popartneni  at  Textis  Techno- 
logtoal  College,  also  reported  that  several  nighAs  prior  to  the  obserro' 
tlons  of  Professors  ipiV'and  bad  observed  a 

BiBlIar  flight  odf  objects  orer  Lubbock,  Texas,  and. described  then- in 
a slaljar  Bsanff  M_dld/^s.  three  preftisors*  *'0n  Monday,  27  Au^st 
195lT^cordlng  io  naws  sources,  four  additional  witnesses  verified 
the  reports  of  ths  three  professore  froa_tho_ool^cge  at  Lubbock* 

*^eso  persons  werei  Mrs,  Mrs.  VHib 

and  Professor 
professor  of  Geman  at 
Texas  Technologleal  College.  These  four  witnesses  allegedly  verified 
the  tlae  of  the  reported  incident  as  being  2110  hours  CST. 


On  30  August  1951*  one  _ 

Lubbock,  Texas,  snapped  photographs  of  what  was  purported  to  be  the 
unidentified  objects  In  flight  over  Lubbock,  Texas.  These  photographs 
shawad  the  unldentifisd  objects  as  a doubls  row  of  dots  In  a rough 
V-fonatlen*  A sseend  photograph  aads  by  Hr.  shows  the  objects 
haring  shifted  Into  a single  Uns  foznatlen,  maintaining  however  the 
original  T-shapo.  iWadvlsed  that  he  had  shot  the  two  photographs  with 
a 35  wm»  esatra.  Me  other  infoiwatlon  was  availabls  as  to  exposure, 
type  ef  flla,  or  other  teehnleal  data.  Between  2040  and  2237  hours 
CST,  31  August  1991*  slallar  objects  vers  reportedly  seen  over  Lubbook 
on  three  separate  eocaslons.  Suaereus  calls  were  received  by  the 
editorial  offles  of  the  Lubbock  Morning  Avalanche,  In  which  various 
persons  sightings  of  the  strange  objeots.  All  reports,  accord- 

ing to  the  news  source,  describe  the  objects  as  flying  In  7-shapcd  or 
U-shaped  foiwatlcn  passing  dlreotly  overhead  through  the  sky  within 
three  to  seven  seconds*  The  nuaber  of  sueh  objects  ran^d  froa  el^t 
or  nine  to  *20  or  30*.  The  course  of  fXi^xt  of  the  objeots  on  30  and 
31  Au0ast  1951*  was  allegedly  a general  direction  froa  north  to  south. 

The  objeots  were  variously  described  as  being  the  color  of  stars,  or 
shades  of  blue  or  yellow* 
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Ohldantlfl0d  Objects  in  711ght  orsr  Lubbock,  Texss 


At  Wstmtot  Texas,  tve  ¥oaen,  9(n.  VBlVlHPand  her  daughter, 
Nrs.ttMHMfllto  vare  alleged  to  bavt  obsarred  a "wingless"  type 
alMvaft  trwrellBg  at  a low  altitude  and  a^^lw  speed.  This  craft 
allegedly  passed  within  150  feet  of  Mrs.flBMVautoaoblle,  th^i 
rose  rapidly  ptA  was  out  of  sight  within  a few  nlnutea.  Nrs.wmik 
and  MmrtiiMMwere  alleged  to  hsre  reported  being  near  enouSTto 
the  unidentified  object  to  observe  one  door  or  porthole  In  the  netal 
side  of  the  aircraft.  Since  the  Initial  sighting  of  the  alleged 
objecte,  neny  reports  siallar  In  nature  have  been  received  by  the 
editorial  offices  of  the  Zubbook  Avalanche  Journal,  si^  according  to 
this  news  source,  speculation  ee  to  the  nature  of  the  phenonenoo 
epparently  Is  rwuislng  nuaerous  other  reported  slg^itlngs. 


3.  ACTlQg?  Attached  for  infomation  of  your  Headquarters  are 
newspi^r  ellpplngs  concerning  this  phenoaenon,  and  no  further  action 
is  being  token  at  this  tine.  Zn  acoordanoe  with  provisions  of  A7CSX 
Letter  Ho«  85,  dated  23  October  1950,  copies  of  this  report  are  being 
fonmrded  directly  to  Headquerters  Air  Msterlel  Coasoand. 
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lubboek  Avalanche  Journal 
A Homing  Avalanche,  Lubbock 
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^ Lt  Colonel,  CSMT 
District  Conander 


cot  Hq  ANC 


downgraded 

DECLASSir 


UNCLASSIFIED 


3 


AfynQvm  t JUNC 


incATioM; 


ttK«4VK  HLAJnO 


/ / 


AIR  INTELLIGENCE  INFORMATION  REPORT 


OBJECT  HEAH  ORAKZ,  TIBGINIA 


1951 


30 


rHOM 

D/Z  EAST 

R 19S1 


I 


yAiuft 


?-6 


M»«Ct 


LSTTEB  FROM 


AZC 


¥r 


GiN 


p^ff%pk  iJM  ^timkrt$  M \mn  kfU 


mx^rxpmrn  Af  P^rm  n»--Pvt//.) 


Cb  30 


5«pt«iber  1951  2000Z  (3  P.K.  EST)  thr©«  (3)  high  school  I oy»  ( 
ovMt^  nrginis,  obsezW  firon  tbs  of  a fifty  (5o)  foot  ello 
ilfisd  ob^ei  shout  elghi  (8)  to  tea  (10)  ailss  sssy  over  a nsall 
cr  sbovt  three  (3)  ellee  sootheest  of  Cmi«e.  Vlrgiitla. 
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’ 50  2i*-21 

SUBJECT:  (Unclassified)  UNE'loaN  SUBJECT 

Unidentified  Objects  in  Flight 
Over  Lubock,  Texas 
SPECIAL  INQUIRY 


TO:  Commanding  Officer 

Air  Technical  Intelligence  Center 
V/rigdit-Patterson  Air  Force  Base 
Dayton,  Ohio 
ATTN:  ATIAA 


?6  October  1951 


1.  Attadiad  hereto  for  your  information  are  two  cooies  of 
the  reoojrt  of  investigation  by  Special  Agent  HO'JARD  N,  BOSSERT, 
23d  OSI  District,  file  2U-8U,  dated  B October  1951*  subject  as 
above. 

2.  This  investigation  is  continuing,  and  subsequent  reoorts 
will  be  furnished  your  headquarters  upon  receiot  of  same  in  t^ds 
office. 

3.  Attention  is  invited  to  paragraph  7>  AFR  205-1,  dated 

14  March  Trtiich  prohibits  the  disclosure  of  classified  in- 

formation to  unauthorized  personnel. 


1 Licl  (in  dup) 

R/I,  DO  fl^3>  dtd  S Oct  51 


Cony  to: 
Hq  OSI 


^2 


REAOMjr  A.  SCURICCK 
Lt  Colonel,  USAF 
Acting  District  Commander 


'.Vhen  Inclosure  No.  1 is  withdrawn 
or  notatta^ed,  the  classification 
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STkItS 


•moo 


SE( 


C:UUCTtR 


% ATTB  <3  USAT 
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REFfnCNCC 


50  i23*  7 : Uil. 


SVNQF5IS 


rnvMtl^itton  pvbdlMt«4  vpon  of  Air  :*rovMt  ^rthal  ant  Bom 

larWllljeHiM  dfflMr«  Rmm  Air  Taraa  :»••»  7*:ra4.  17  >pt.«ab«r  U^l*  baaad  upen 
olMainaa  nne  fr»i  Caamndlng  C«n«f«l,  Air  Co«Biu>l,  Kri-^tt*PaMerw\  Air 

y^wm  Dm«,  barton.  C«a,  :»aaad  ta  tha  C<win4’.n«  Offlaar*  Hatsa  A73,  '^xaa*  thro*jjf) 
091  :;iptrlat  orriea*  CaravaU  ATB.  >xaa.  r^jet^ed  nceeapllah  invastl- 

TKtlm  oanaaralac  rapoftad  anlJantiflad  objaaAa  slchbad  oaar  Lubboaic,  Taxaa  4«rli« 
lattar  part  of  August  and  raportad  to  Haa.lauartara  051  by  23rd  Cdl  Olatrltt 

via  ipa*.  rntaUl«Hiaa  ilapart,  flla  20-O,  >!atc.d  7 r>aptaabar  1931,  gopiaa  of  ahleh 
vara  furalahad  t#  OoMMusUnc  Canaml*  Alp  Katarlal  cocaand*  ^frs.  Hatadar 

'^azaa  rrpoptad  a paar  shapad  objaat  flying  at  approx Ua^aly  200  faat  la  froot  of  har 
‘oitoaoblia,  flra  allsa  north  of  :atador,  '‘^'sxas.  at  1243  boura,  31  A«igaat  1931.  7hi9 
objaat  rapidly  aaaandad  follwiAg  bar  obaarvatton  and  rurrad  away  to  tha  aast  in  a 
elxvolar  9att«fo«  ^tPa.SMV^  tha  rmiUontiflad  objaot  oovad  with  th#  amllar 

itnA  *9x«ard«  lio  al,9i  of  axhaost  cr  riolsa  aoeordii^  -aothar  rtporta 

7#asa  ^73  for  1230  r.eurs»  31  August  1931*  sbouad  galling  vvOO  feat,  with  brdcan 
olouds,  visibility  13  ollaa,  ^avparatura  67  da><apaaa,  and  wind  froa  tha  oast  north* 
'loat  at^hro^mota  par  hour.  TMa  objaat.  alao  abaarrad  by  Pra.  SHHHF  dauErtar* 
:tra*  lawton#  Cklahoa**  ?tra» not  nvatlabla  for  tntaralaw* 

loaai  Inquiry  at  >;atadar  raraalad  .Tra^jUliPto  ba  raputabl#  eltlsaa  In  oOHamlty, 
IBBMBBBBRB’v  iubbooir,  *■  rxma,  IntarriavaO  at  hours,  20  >a|rt«abar  1951*  and 
adrlaad  that  00  30  /ugust  1:^31,  at  2330  hours,  ha  obaarvad  a fofaatioo  of  lijtetad 
objaata  pasalag  orarhaad  at  jcraat  sp^.  Two  jwra  foraattans  paaaad  orarMHE  raal' 
iaoaa  and  phatagrapha  vara  obtalnad  by  SHE  7oraatlana  oppaaM  In  a looaa  7 or  0 
shaaa,  and  tha  abjaota  farth  a glow  rathar  than  a dlraat  light.  »:agatlraa  of 
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1.  XsvvrUjRtlai  pr«dlMt«4  upon  Tvrtel  fro*  Air  Pvovost 

.iMhttl  Md  lat«Uij^ttnc«  uffl4«r»  n»««»  Air  Torod  Ttm»  17 

I wgr— mi0  tes«4  upcn  rtMlpt  of  elMotflod  *na  fron  CoMnandlne  0«n«ml 
iXr  mUBeirnX  ^bmuI,  vrid^t-  ^ttorson  ATB.  Ohio*  roinyoii  to 

'ttmmnAXrm  VTUmt,  ao—o  A75,  liy  3istrirt  <;anof>l«r,  23rd  odZ  dlotrlet. 
«wnll  An,  T«bmo»  roqoootlnc  tlMct  tho  A-2  3ootian«  Itoooo  AfB,  T«3coo 
pwiilplloh  ifivooti^tlcH  Mil  outwit  ropert  dlroot  to  tho  C«oBoiy!l]« 
t^ontfwl.  Air  Morlol  CsoBond  00  prooeribod  la  AS*  n«6u2ation  20Q«^15,  per» 
taiaiat  to  too  olditlas  of  'Jaidoatmod  Objooto  la  flight  ot«r  Lutbook, 
7«3eoo»  *"^ooo  tnoidonto  voro  pToYlouolp  repcrtod  to  Hsod<:u«rtoro  OST 
b/  Dlatrlrt  Offloo  ■»«  23»  Cmnooll  /fB,  Tnos,  In  Spot  Intolllecnoo 
Toport,  dotod  7 Joptoabcr  1531*  sAibJooti  Ifeiiioatifl ed  Objocto  in  FXidbt 
OTor  Tabbootr,  '^mboo* 

hT  fuasi  An,  TPA3 

2.  lot  LX  jam  A,  7Ajiuar«  Aaolotont  V1|«  IntoUlamoo  omoor. 

!oooo  An»  UM  dooliBnatod  to  oeooapUsh  tho  roport  doolrod  by  ’^ho  coa- 
■oftdlng  Ooaoml,  Air  MtorloX  **wiaoni  wl  raquootod  any  pooolblo,  osolrUneo 
.’po«  tao  COTloo  of  Bpoolal  laoootupoti 00s  in  tho  rurthonuwo  of  tho 
.-idooioa. 


3«  On  17  3optoobor  1931*  tho  wrltop  ooooiipoaiod  by  fAtlSI  not  with 
tho  odltor  of  tao  Aoolonoho  Jounal  ?w%»*popor  of  Inbboek,  Tox&o,  :$r. 
lUltUB  Cvr*  uho.  vlthout  any  qoootlano,  oMiotol  In  obtolAlo«  afollablo 
?o9ioo  of  tho  popor  ocntoinins  tho  noeoooary  Inforwrtion  to  thoroughly 
!to<|uoiBt  ?AALinr  vita  tao  saopo  of  tho  roqulrod  inrostl^tian.  Thoto 
coploo  of  tho  nowopopor  aot  ovollablo  mkto  phoiocropM  la  prlrooy. 


/J  IBBSl  m.  TKXAa 

4.  iioo  to  tho  olaaoinootlcn  of  38cm  Inosod  by  tho  CoamdlBs 
lonorol.  Air  Morlol  Ctmani^  m avitloaod  T«  wd  tho  ooao  olaooifloo- 

tioo  hold  by  Ay  7im1 300-15»  tor  tho  proporotlon  of  tho  A*2  ro» 

port  all  of  tho  noifniopir  Itooo  voro  photodxophod,  drrolopod  and  prlatod 
in  riTo  <5J  coploo  only,  uolm  woo  (1)  nogatlTO  for  «o«h  roproduetion. 
.‘!i«oo  Taorndufm  mm  oro  oarkod  la  Uotod  ordor  of  pubUshlnc*  os  In* 
sloouroo  1»  2,  >•  4,  5 and  ^ and  oro  attoohod  ao  port  of  this  roport. 


.?  iUTADOi 


Tho  aljbtlac  of  an  vsdowim  aortal  objoat  orrr  0,  3.  Uighaay 
70,  opprooliWtoly  too  and  alios  north  of  tho  toim  of  I'latador, 

>xas  ropcrtod  to  tho  local  (Istador  noovpapor  on  31  Au«ttst 
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L»Q\v::GnADr:n  at  z 
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rtat«d  iwr  ^mu^ntmr  hM  il»o«  rvtumad  to  Uvtod. 

Offtat  funlshod  tho  iNxll  Twmm  iin4  o4drooo  40  ^'dIIowo: 


soift 


fsmlsM  tiw  rolltwlne  InfOmtlon  conoomljaC  b*r* 


!ioini  13^;5  «t  OU  Tort  IIU,  Olclahoift 

'/mr* 

; «oi4«moi  (5  ttil«s  north  of  i'Atacior* 

**.  \*0)  I!a«  llYoa  for  ]Ml  jmn 


Toxaj  on 
at  tWiMioTp 


- arltal  Ststuai  < 
tiasbanit 


raiMbor. 


7«  An  ovaaiaatlin  of  too  location  Hoorlhod  bj^HVH^wao  toado, 
kSii  it  aao  ohoorrod  that  tho  torrain  to  tn#  woot  of  2*  liigmagr  70  Is 
filing  lana  for  a’oont  10  to  IZ  cilloo  (o«t)  to  a lin*  of  foothills.  ':h« 
land  is  oparsalj  to  aodoratoi/  liorallsr  *Joon«d  by  !w>o«!ultji  »^ith  tha  first 
yards  f?9on  flat  terrain,  ‘^ho  Xund  to  tho  r>aat  !s  I'atrly  flat  for 
^'osrajclaately  ZO  to  30  olloe,  *:parsoly  vo^ted  anil  t.ho  fi'**t  1000  to  1100 
^>*ris  Is  ofOA  Inquiry  mm  9Sdo  at  "Soh^s  0*1  'i^^sll'’  station 

:nd  ilisolasod  that  tho  dorrlok  Is  jH  foot  In  ooii^t  wl-^h  in  adrortlsltsg 
ci^  Qtt  ^09  of  ftppreoaaatoiy  1?  foot,  or  a total  overall  holght  of  110 


Jloarort  Inquiry  of  ?tr.  RICBAaoo*  vioo»?rasldont  and  Ciaahltr  for 
a /uii^sr  of  ysra  of  tho  ISatador  Stato  aoiuc.  dlselooad  that  both 
.Aisl  flHMVMVara  raputabU  oltlsono  and  hava  an  ozeollont  eharartor 
.rnd  sradlt  raputatlen  la  tho  swrinlty. 


9.  'ihaarvatloa  of  Mrs.  VBHrsheirs  a datura  rhlto  fsaalo  la  her 
MlOdlo  fiftloa.  aauaatod  and  eoartoous.  llho  is  la  full  pootosolon  of  all 
..ar  narM  I'aoultlos  aad  sao  straight  fonAx^  la  all  hor  onswsrs  and  sx- 
p laoations  • 


IJ.  :{#ooo  fJT$,  '^SJias  usathor  obsrrration  for  1330  hours#  31  'usaot 
1/31#  'Jns  as  VoUdmi 


:.'Tti3Mtod  eaiilAg  ■ COO  feat#  broken  clouds#  thin  broken  do 
at  ^3#w00  foot,  vlaibllity  15  niloa#  teaparatira  ^ tegraas 
tew  ^int  i'jd  'iograaa.  ulnd  fro*  tha  east  northeast  at  3 knots 
;>er  hour. 


"''LXASs/;.7a;  ■, 

W u>  i,  .. 


UNCLASSIFIED 


izyo  hmtn  obMrmtlM  at  cwidtaaa.  ‘Taxa*  ahovai 

aaiXlag  29,0<W  fa«ft,  OT*roaa«»  viiiMUty  I5  oUm 
plat*  tc^aratura  >0  dagrtaa,  daw  point  t#6  u«eroaa»  wind  Ooa 
tha  norta  northaaat  at  7 ’.owta  par  hour»  tow^^rtn^  «uaulua  In 
tha  MwtiMaat  ctaadiaot. 


ai^lflC  of  imldantmad  objaata  and 
objaata  u fonatian  at  Lubhaaic*  7 
X4ibbaak»  ?ajiaa»  a ceiltsa  i 
Amlanoba  uavapapar  of  1 Saptanbar  lii 


tha  aubaaq^ani  ploturaa 
appaarad  in  tha 


(!?aa  Tnelosura  Vo.  5) 


12*  At  l>tp  haia«»  20  Saptaabar  IM,  _ 

Labbaaic*  7a>aa»  van  IntarrlMrad  at  Ms  rasiiama  by  tha  writap 

rvnd  Lt.  ?A<iLnr«  VM^atatad  ^bat  on  r^a  nlAlht  nr  30  Au^aat  li51.  about 

2370  haara  (C9f)  ha  aaa  Ijlnc  la  bad  i»taMn«  tha  start  and  notiead  a 
•'’^rwtton  of  ualdantlflad  aarlal  ab>at«  naat  oaar  tha  bouaa.  Coins  a 
^•aaia  ha  saaurad  hit  eaatra»  a 33  ftadak  aqulppad  with  a cansa 

:*l.*idar  and  want  into  tba  baok  yard.  At  about  2352  hourt  ha  taw  a toeond 
.'oraatlaa  af  tha  aa«t  typa  objaata  paatins  avarhead  «ud  to««  ^o  <2^ 

?loturat*  Intlaaad  aa  Inaloturaa  .to.  7 d*  * Iwott  at  onea»  at  about 
c3?t  hauya*  tha  third  foraatlon  pastad  vaar  ond^H^  obtninrl  thpa#  (5) 

:^)ra  ptatwrtt.  two  <2)  ara  Jnoloaad  at  Tnaloaumt  S'o.  ^ and  10. 

'•at  anabla  ta  loaata  tha  othar  nai^tive  but  seated  It  waa  alnott  idantleal  to 
Jnaloaura  Ua*  9*  ^B^rtatad  that  tha  norlai  objaota  loekad  to  ba  at  a 
^jToat  haidbt  and  pattad  fron  tisbt  within  a tpata  of  ?roa  t^;raa  (3)  ta 
.'i^r  (t)  saaondt. 


bOrdi  'Tka  vlaw  In  tha  baad  yard  it  rattrtttad*  a lina  of  traaa  qb* 
;<tjpins  rltltn  ta  tha  north  and  t>,a  bouta  praatntlns  vlt  on  to  ^ha  south. 

13*  ^1^  could  not  aatiwata  tha  altltuda  bat  ttatad  that  all  fana* 
tlana  Ittirad  aa  If  ttMy  wara  apprailaataly  tha  aaaa  Mjsh  altltuda.  Tha 
objaata  bad  a bniUaata  li2a  raflactad  Ildtot  but  did  not  sUttar. 
oah  obdaat  laofead  llha  a whlta  atiak  or  a rapidly  aowlns  lleht.  whlta 
in  colapf  did  not  twlitfila  Ilka  a star  but  rathar  had  a glow  oaavarabla 
to  tha  aaaa.  BIB  aattaatad  that  aaah  farmtlaa  ocntalnad  Id  or  20  oh* 
«»ota  and  trawalad  In  a U or  raagh  V fonvttan.  that  tha 

rtrst  graup  lookad  lliea  a slagla  Una  fomtion.  tha  saaond  and  third 
croups  aaaa  as  tha  first. 

wnt  Jaralapaant  of  tba  na^ctiaas  ohtalnad  froaBPV^^*^ 
\.i«gatlva  saa  Inalasura  Ro.  7)  a iovbla  Uaa  ronatioa  as  do  molo* 

suras  to.  d^aad  Ro»  7 (^a^tiras  j»5  and  fTM  howavar.  inalesura  Wo.  IQ 
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#«)  shews  a line.  ?he  35  »•  nr«atl»e»  fumlsh^j  ty 

1HP  v«M  MI7  MmtolMd  and  extrcm  earw  vss  takan  In  the  anUrKloi 
preeete.  nesetivee  were  turned  eter  tg  the  Ree«#  AeeJstent 
:nteUl«M»ee  Cmoer*  Ut  U JOttl  JA.'UA  for  InoXuston  in  his  report 
as  reeeested  by  the  Ceoeeadlne  Oenarei.  Air  !latertel  ^ovaand. 


Aeeerdlag  te  the  abjeete  in  the  foraatlons  kept  shifting 

bet  he  was  oet  too  eevtaln  of  that  feet,  ^■m^uas  eaphatle  In 
that  there  was  no  noise*  no  exbeest  refleotiotis,  or  ac^ 
of  propelsion  within  Ms  scope  ef  sieht  or  hearins.  He 
DO  appr«aij»tion  of  the  slse  of  the  objtets  dee  to  the  ffreat 


It. 

peeitioa 

his 

visual 
oouid 
altltuda. 


15*  WHI  stated  that  the  weather  was  olaar  with  very  little  wind. 

Labheek*  fexae  weather  observation  at  ?330  hours  for  30  AuiBpASt  l!>51* 
v«s  listed  as>  ’^Ikln  scatt«r(»d  clouds  at  28, COO  feet,  visibility  15  alles 
rlus*  tasperature  f9  decrees,  Jew  point  56  decrees,  with  wind  frea  the 
;joutli  southeast  at  elcht  N?H. 


Is*  ^Pl  stated  that  on  1 lepteaber  1951*  he  saw  two  aore  fo 
t*.ons  pass  over  I^bboek*  approaiaate  tlae  23^0  hours,  with  about  a two 
>^nute  interval  between  the  foraations,  did  not  ;;et  any  photo* 

rmphm  of  these  foimtions,  but  said  the  Tvaaaece  was  Idantleal,  except 
^hat  the  objeets  seensd  to  be  at  a such  creator  altitude  and  although 
the  focaations  passed  over  Lubboek  In  about  *’he  3a.ae  position  as  before,  the 
caxnrse  seened  to  be  froa  the  northwest  to  tbt  southeast,  I^h  ttroup  le^sd 
to  be  a slBcls  Has  foraation. 


17*  Hm  Lubbesk,  Texas  weather  observation  at  2330  hours#  1 3ept 
ber  1951  wass  Clear*  visibility  I5  alles  plus*  teaperature  77  decrees* 
Jew  point  61  lecrees*  wind  froa  the  southeast  at  six  H?H. 

phetocvaphls  equlpaent  was  sheeked  by  t^;e  writer*  and 
obtained  relative  to  the  photecraphs  taken  on  30  Aocast 


Datet  Tbwrsdsy*.  yo  Aucust  1951 

Tinsi  Us30  Zn  (C3T)  2530  and  2332  hours 

Caaerat  Kodak*  39  m with  laace  finder  (Model  nunber  not  shown) 
l*llat  >po  ?L0S  X 

Leoet  Kodak  Anastor  73.5  50  KN  Si  55319€l 
Sspoeuret  73*5  at  1/10  of  a seeond 
.)evelaplnc  ^^Intloni  Fentherale  777 
Tanks  i^ell  711a*  dard  Rubber*  Clean 

Jevelopisc  Tlast  15  sdnutec 

-.oehlnc  SelkUoas  Speed  3 UNCLA<;<2fF/cn 

i?ryar»  Sleetrle  71at  ?lnte 
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2q,  Tmo  photocnipbo  woro  t«k«n  Mb  reoldoneo  vsias  on 

75»  flxodi  foous*  with  flash*  lens  Argus  Uiasr*  75  IncXossd  as 
Xo.  11  sad  Bo.  12. 


21  ^■Pwaa  ohoorrsd  fcgr  tho  wrltor  to  bo  a vary  Intolligont  young 
can*  fofy  Intorostodi  In  photogrophy*  whleta  to  a hobby.  Us  asoaod  slneoro  in 
his  ftfforU  to  rolato  all  InsidoRts  to  tho  boot  of  his  ability. 


22.  InfoMatloa  obtainod  la  this  invootlgation  was  roportod  diroot 
to  rn— wtli^  Oonotal*  Air  MatoPloX  Coaaand*  baood  upon  oononrront  iRTOStl* 
.^tisa  ooBiuotod  by  lot  Lt  JOBS  A«  TAJOJCr*  Aoslotoot  Ving  Intolligoooo 
Cffloor*  Roooo  Air  iwoo  Baao*  labbook*  Tozas*  in  aooordanoo  with  Air 
7or«o  BBsOatioa  20Q->15*  Thia  oaso  io  oontiiwli«  in  ponding  statns  for 
I irilip— IT  of  load  by  Uth  OSX  Distrtot  at  Lnrton*  OklahoM. 
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1.  Photostat*  aowa  artiolo  oi  unidontiflod  objoots.  Utbbook*  Tosas 
Journal*  26  August  1951  (trip) 


2*  rhotootat*  nowo  artiolo  on  unidsotiftod  objoots*  Lubbook*  7«xas 
Journal*  2$  August  1951  (trip) 
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3.  p«vv 

Momiac  Av«l«netM»  1 


artltXt  on  unldontiflod  otojoots,  JUiObeek*  T 
1951  (trip) 


nmn  ortlolo  on  unidontlfltd  objoota,  UiObook,  ? 
lomlas  AvAlamb*,  I 3«pt4Mb«r  ly^l  (trip) 

5*  riMtnotnt,  MM  ortlolo  oa  \mld«atino4  okjorta,  lA.Dbook» 
journal.  Suadagr.  2 3«ptoabor  1951  (trip) 

aptiolo  on  taUd«tttl*nod  objoots.  lui>boek» 
X951  Itrtp) 

hplp) 

(trip) 

(trip) 

(trip) 


6»  Photostat, 
•demine  Aoaloaoho.  C S 


7*  <*rlat  of  photoftroph  tokon 


6*  ?riiit  of  pbotociaph  takon  tqr 

Print  of  photocroph  tokon  Igr 


10.  Print  of  photograph  taken  tap 


11«  rhotegraph  of 
12*  x'hotogMpb  of 


(trip) 

(trip) 


Qt  namvnvo  oafwt.  aik  cowip.  imicir-PAT"gt3o»  rm 

L2  iMlaouroo  as  Uotod  ataovo.  ono  oopy  oaeh. 


0«  POTRICT  OmeS  WO.  23.  C^IQkgA  fiT3 


laoleauroo  1 throuih  10  aa  Ustod  abora. 


11.  lioMtlro  of 


12.  Kogatlro  of 
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obJ«at  vas  dreolv,  vbether  like  a or  like 

MIX  eonldnit  be  .told>  kb  thlak  It  ina  probably  ^Xat  because  at 
coly  e tblx^  lina»  sooetlsee  boslsontal^  soaeilatee  vertical 
be  seen*  It  waa  at  all  tless  aurrouBded  by  a base  of  browniab' 

When  It  Bored  the  base  trailed  behind* 


It  neredy  lie  BoreMente  we  rioXent  aod  it  trareled  at  a 
stopped  aoddenly  vhen  it  did  sXop,  at  tlees  beeaite  rexy  hard 
Although  no  sound  was  heard  a person  would  hare  heard  erm 
a jil  itfin ' enfi  nnd  plane  at  the  distance  it  seemed  to  be  frca  ue*  lo 
pr»—  bare  done  the  aaneum  s it  did  at  tbs  speed  at  which  it 

to  be  trerellxif  * 


to  be 


top  of  the  So  ft*  silo  on  wfaieh 
aboat  6 to  10  elles  asay>  (about  3 rile 
a email  mountain*  It  stayed  in  an 
Seen  Sept.  30  about  3 ?*X* 


staixllng  it 
SGuthveet  of  orange* 
of  about  U sq;aare 


what 


it  were 
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I Strange  Objects 
' Seen  Over  City 

MYSTFlRrOUS  objects— two 
Ktf.'jm  of  them  unpearinR 
H Sinn*?  of  hc^ds"  and 
movinc  "at  un  incredible 
fpecd”—  wore  sjRhlod  In  the 
nielit  sky  ovei  Lubbock  a gam 
Saturda> 

But  this  lime  instead  of  be* 
ins  watched  by  a casual  ob> 
server.  the  Objects  were 
watched  by  three  cool,  calcu* 

I lating  persons  linined  in  scion* 

I lific  fields — three  Texas  Tech 
I (acuity  mcniu.'i'  . 

Tile  lirst  Rioup  of  objects 
flying  in  m rough  scmi-circlc. 
Of  crescent  formation  was 
sighted  at  ‘».in  p.  m.  by  W. 
L.  Duyker.  Tech  professor  and 
heaS"  0?  the  Pctr»jleum  Engl* 
ncenng  department.  Dr.  A.  C. 
Oo-CS.  professor  of  chemical 
I engineering  at  Tech,  and  Dr. 
W.  I.  Robinson,  professor  of 
geotos/'at  Tech,  while  the 
group  was  holding  an  In- 
formal oftekyard  meeting  at 
Dr.  Robinson's  home,  2612 
Twcntv.fouilh 

Move  At  High  Speed 
Duckcr.  spc.iking  for  the 
croup,  s.-ild  the  objects  appear* 
ed  as  it  'striiis  of  bends"  rac- 
ing in  the  crescent  formation 
j (lom  the  noilhca.'^i  to  the 
southwest  at  in  •incredible 
speed." 

Thr  individual  objects 
W'hicli  made  up  the  formation 
were  indistinct.  Duckcr  Raid, 
hut  gave  off  a glow,  apparent* 
l.v  reflected  light,  possibly  - 
from  the  city  below.  *" 

The  three  Tech  profe.«s«rs 
were  unable  to  give  the  size 
or  exact  shape  of  the  objects, 
but  Duckcr  said,  each  calcu- 
lated that  the  formation  cover- 
ed the  arc  across  the  sky  in 
three  s'rond.« 

Other  calculation  showed 
ihat  if  the  formation  was 
traveling  at  a mile  altitude 
Its  speed  wc.«  approximately 
I.Rho  n»i|r<«  .in  jinur.  or  if  at 
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Strange  0^  ;fs 

(Continued  From  I’nge  One) 

50.000  (eel  altitude,  the  speed 
t would  be  nearer  18.000  miles 
an  hour. 

r*)!  No  Shock  Waves 
They  also  estimated  from 
the  apparent  siic  of  the  ob- 
jects. that  if  they  were  flying 
a mile  high,  each  object  was 
approximately  1.000  feet  in 
diameter. 

"We  felt  no  shock  waves 
such  as  an  object  traveling 
at  such  a high  speed  In  the 
lower  atmosphere  would  give 
off,"  Ducker  said,  "and  the 
absence  of  such  shock  waves 
would  indicate  that  the  forma- 
tion was  flying  in  the  strato- 
. sphere,  50.000  feet  or  higher. 

1 Dr.  Oberg  pointed  out  that 
1 the  group  was  seated  in  chairs 
' Scanning  the  skies  for  meteors 
following  a discussion  of  stars 
and  planets,  when  Ducker 
happened  to  spot  the  ap- 
proaching objects. 

Dr.  Oberg  estimated  there 

II  were  50  objects  In  each  for- 
mation, but  because  of  the 
speed  of  flight  It  was  "ex- 
tremely difficult  to  get  an 
accurate  estimate." 

Spot  Second  Group 
Ducker  said  the  second 
group,  containing  about  the 
same  number  of  individual 
objects,  and  moving  in  the 
same  semi-circular  formation, 
with  the  bulge  toward  the  line 
of  flight  sp^  overhead  about 
three  minutes  later  giving  the 
three  men  an  opportunity  to 
check  their  first  observations. 

"Frankly,  we  were  aston- 
ished. And  If  t had  not  had 
confirming  witnesses  at  the 
time  I feel  sure  I should  have 
said  nothing  about  what  I 
saw."  Ducker  said,  •‘for  It  Is 
I Incredible  to  believe  they  are 
of  terrestrial  origin  and  even 
more  incredible  to  believe 
they  are  from  beyond  the 
earth." 

Ducker  pointed  out  that 
while  the  three  professors  met 
frequently  for  discussions  at 
••no  time  was  anything  strong- 
er than  ice  tea'*  served,  and 
on  this  particular  occasion 
•'Dr.  Robinson  forgot  to  pro- 
vide iced  tea." 

The  Civil  Aeronautics  ad- 
ministration office  at  Munici- 
pal ainwrt  said  that  no  jet 
planes,  or  other  flights  were 
passing  over  Lubbwk  at  the 
time  Ducker  and  his  compan- 
ions tighter  the  two  forma- 
tions. RAFB  also  said  no 
flights  were  in  the  area. 

J.  Russell  Heltman.  head  of 
the  Tech  journaltsm  depart- 
ment. several  nights  ago  also 
reported  seeing  a flight  of  ob- 
jects flying  over  Lubhock, 
and  drscribiNi  them  tr-  a man- 
ner similar  to  these  seen 
Saturday  night. 
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! Four  Others  Here  I 

See  Sky  Objects 

•'Operiition?  Brads"  war-  ron-  ' 
firmed  Monday  bv  four  addilional 
persons  who  sa>-  lhe\  saw  tnc 
same  mysterious  flight  taring 
.through  I.ubbork  skies  Saturday!  / 
I night  that  was  witnessed  and  me-  } 

' viously  reported  t'v  three  members  i 
of  thr  Texas  Tcrh  faeiilty.  I 


The  Teeiisans  said  they  saw 
. ’.\hat  appeatee  I..,  he  a group  of 
iiojeets  in  a .'etni-eu cular  forma- 
tion •’like  a stiing  of  heads"  fly- 
ing overhead  at  '•incredible 
speed.” 

Monday,  four  new  witnesses  said 

I 

they  saw  ih^  same  thing  at  the 

.same  time — D;in  p.  m.  Saturday.  I 

They  weve  Mrs.  Earl  Meciiock  <-fj 
in  12  Ave.  N".  Mrs.  R.  A.  Rogers  ' 
! of  iniO  A\e.  X and  Mis.  F.  A.] 
I Rogers  of  the  sarrr  addre^;.  .oiri 
■Prof.  Cari  Hconins:^;.  *J31i  Ei::'i’h.  ‘ 
* associate  p»-ofrssnr  of  German 


( 


1 
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{Strange  Aircraft' 
Seen  At  Matador 

MATADOR,  Aug.  31  . (Spe- 
cial)— A **noiseless — aircraft, 
flying  at  a low  altitude  with- 
out aid  of  propellers  o^ 
wings,”  was  reported  seen 
early  this  afternoon  by  two 
Matador  district  women  and 
a 5-year-old  child. 

Mrs.  Tom  T i 1 s o m,  her 
daughter  Mrs.  M.  G.  Bethard 
and  little  Noilene  Bethard 
said  they  were  driving  on 
State  Highway  70,  one  and 
one-half  miles  north  of  here 
about  12:45  p.  m.  when  the 
wingless  craft  passed  150  feet 
in  front  of  the  car.  "■  ” 

The  slow-moving  machine, 
“shaped  somewhat  like  a heli- 
copter,” began  circling  as  Mrs. 
Bethard  stopped  the  car.  As 
the  craft  rose  it  “gained  speed*^ 
and  was  out  of  sight  within 
a few  minutes.” 

The  women  were  near 
enough  to  spot  one  door,  or 
porthole,  in  the  side  of  the 
gleaming  metal,  they  said. 
Whep  first  seen,  it  was  mov« 
ing  pt  the  rate  of  a com- 
merc|ial  airliner  taking  off, 
they  said.  It  had  no  exhaust 
showjing. 

Mtfs.  Bethard,  whose  hus- 
band sailed  for  Korea  recent- 
ly, has  lived  near  several  Air 
Force  bases,  and  reported  the 
' machine  she  saw  today  was 
different  from  any  she  had 
seen  [before. 
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SECRET  CRAFT  OR  DUCKS  - THEY  KEE  P OBSERVERS  GUESSING 

'Flying  Whatsits  Stir  Dispute  In  Area 


* * * 
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"Uh  . . . InlerfsJftd  In  A 
i PtelJ/  Good  Yarn*  Misler7««* 


•'^HE  ‘‘flying  n-hatsits”  continue 
merrily  on  their  way — but  the 
argument  goes  on.  And  if  a duck 
wearing  a lighted  miner’s  rap  ever 
meets  itp  with  a man  in  a flying 
saucer,  there's  going  to  be  quUc  a 
battle  over  who  caused  the  mo.st 
commotion  over  Lubbock  and  other 
South  Plains  towns. 

Again  last  nighi,  as  h.a.s  been  the 
case  almost  every  night  recently, 
re.sidcnts  called  in  to  report  the 
mysterious  objects. 

Lubbock  doesn't  have  a nmnop- 
olv  on  the  illuminated  “things” 
which'  lumped  into  prominence 
when  three  Tech  faculty  members 
.sighted  a .string  of  lights  travelling 
from  northeast  to  .southwest  over 
the  honmn  at  an  “incredible 

sored"  twcl\e  davs  aco.  A lot  of 

* 

/ penpjp.  in  Amarillo,  Big  Spring, 
'Yi  Lairtcsa,  Brownfield  and  other 


Panhandle-South  Plains  points'*' 
have  sighted  the  obiccis  since. 

The  only  thing  is  that  tnose  who^ 
“see”  bird.^  stick  to  that  theory  | 
while  many  others — including  thc| 
Tech  instructors  and  others  high*i 
ly  reliable— admit  they  too  havej 
sighted  birds  but  say  other  objects  i 
definitely  arc  not  birds. 

Last  night,  one  of  a croup  of. 
.scicnijfic  ob.scrvcrs  from  the; 
Texas  Tech  faculty  announced  that 
grotip  had  further  suhsiartialcd 
its  belief  that  the  object*  are  not 
birds. 

“There  have  been  three  flights 
tonighl,  and  at  last  we  observed 
one  croup  passing  above  a cloud 
which  gave  us  a more  concrete 
idea  of  the  altitude.  Assuming  that 
such  a cloud  crossed  Lubbock  at 
2,000  feet,  the  n'njeet*  weuld  have 
See  MYSTERY,  Pag*  10  ( 
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6-9  Ifororaber  1951 


On  6-9  Kcrrenber  1951>  Lt  £«  J,  Ruppelt  made  a trip  to  Lubbock,  Texas, 
in  repard  to  a series  of  sightings  of  unidentified  objects.  The  following 
contacts  were  madet 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 


)tr.  ^h^les  Guy,  Publisher  of  Lubbock  Ayalanche 

Texas  Technical  College 
Photographer 
Hr.  Harris,  Newspaper  Editor 
Trip  to  Brownfield,  Texas 
Federal  Llld  Life  Game  harden 
1-Ieetlng  with  Texas  Tech  Professors 


A more  complete  covering  could  have  been  made  if  air  transoortatlon 
could  have  been  obtained. 


No  effort  was  made  to  interrogate  sources  in  regard  to  the  Matador 
Tech  incident  because  of  lack  of  time. 


\ 

1.  Mr.  Charles  G\ur.  Publisher  of  th«  Lubbock  AyaXanche 

Lt  Rapp«lt,  accoHpanled  by  Raftse  AFB  Detachment  of  the 

031^  met  the  morning  of  7 Rovei^r  1951*  Hr^^^^was  very 

helpfnX  in  confirming  all  the  information  given  in  the  newspaper  articles » 
enclosures  to  USI  report. 

However,  he  was  not  directly  connected  with  the  stories  so  he  suggested  HTi  Jay 
Rarrie,  wg  Editor  of  the  Lubbock  Morning  Avalanche,  be  contacted.  He 

arranged  this  contact  for  the  evening  of  7 Movenber. 

He  also  gave  the  following  names  of  newspaper  people  in  towns  adjacent  to 
Lubbock  who  might  be  able  to  furnish  some  additional  Information, 
a*  Lamesa,  Texas,  Reporter  Bill  Ray 
b.  Big  ^ring,  Texas,  The  Herald,  Editor  Bill  Vfhipkey 
c»  Brownfield,  Texas,  Brownfield  News,  Editor  Jeny  Stolts 


1 


t 


t 

{ 


2.  Prof 


Head  of  Petroleum  &igin—ring 


Toxae  Technical  Collo£6 


On  tbo  Afternoon  of  7 Noveaber  1951*  Lt  Ruppelt  of  ATXC«  Capt  Parker* 
and  Lt  Farely  of  Wing  Intelligence^  Reeae  AFB,  visited  Prof* 
at  hlo  office  at  Texas  Tech* 


The  Batter  of  the  unidentified  aerial  objects  were  discussed  for  about 


Prof 


ffered  to  arrange  an  evening  neeting  of  several  college 


professors  ^o  had  observed  the  phenomena*  The  meeting  was  arranged  for  the 
evening  of  d November  at  1930  at  the  hone  of  Dr* 


No  details  of  the  interview  with  Prof. 


will  be  given  as  they  are  all 


covered  in  the  report  of  the  meeting  on  the  evening 


, was  int6rri«w«d  on  th«  evening  of  7 November  195X  at 
his  home  by  Lt  Ruppolt  and  Mr.  H.  N.  Bossartt  of  the  Reese  AKB  OSI  detachment 


(A  description  of  Mr 


s given  in  OSI  report.) 


Mr. 


The  purpose  of  the  visit  was  to  obtain  further  data  on  the  f^otos  taken  by 
p and  to  attempt  to  determine  the  authenticity  of  the  photos.  Mr. 


was  again  questioned  aa  to  the  events  leading  up  to  taking  the  photos  and  how 
ha  took  them.  His  story  was  identical  to  that  given  in. 

In  addition  several  other  facts  were  obtained.  Upon  seeing  the  objects 
rushed  into  the  house  and  i^ot  his  camera.  He  had  e:q>erience  in  taking 
pictures  at  night  as  he  had  experimented  with  star  shots.  He  realised  that  he  would 
have  to  give  the  objects  as  much  li^t  as  possible  so  he  "opened  it  up"|  f 3*5  at 
l/lO  of  a second,  the  "fastest"  combination  for  a Kodak  33. 

The  object  appeared  at  about  30^  from  the  horizontal. 


stated  they 


appeared  Just  over  a tree  top,  and  the  an^le  was  measured  to  be  very  close  to 

The  direction  was  NN£.  The  objects  went  a little  to  bis  right  and  disappeared 
at  about  30^  from  the  horizontal  at  SSE.  Ihie  gives  an  arc  of  very  close  to 
120^.  During  this  time  he  "panned"  bis  camera,  (i.e.  followed  the  object  with 
the  camera.)  During  this  process  he  took  two  pictures  during  each  flight.  Th 


30' 


procedure  was  duplicated  by  Nr. 


and  timed.  It  took  4 seconds,  timed  tj  the 


sweep  second  hand  on  a wrist  watch.  This  cones  out  to  be  30  per  second.  (Note: 
This  is  the  same  time  obtained  by  Prof. 

The  interrogating  officer,  Lt.  Ruppelt,  has  been  an  amateur  photographer  for 


14  yeara  and  all  the  data  and  procedures  given  by 
logical. 


were  accurate  and  very 


No  progress  was  made  in  attempting  to  determine  whether  or  not  the  photos 
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ware  faked.  story  could  not  be  "picked  apart"  because  It  was  entirely 

logical.  Be  was  questioned  on  why  he  did  certain  things  and  his  answers  Mere 
all  logical^  concise^  and  without  hesitation.  He  was  viaib^  nervous  but  this 
could  be  due  to  the  fact  that  he  knew  Mr.  Bossartt  was  from  051  and  Lt  Ruppelt 
f roa  V-P  APB.  This  nervousness  at  no  time  caused  hia  to  falter  in  his  story. 

stated  that  the  object  appeared  to  be  about  brighter  than  the  brightest 
star  in  the  sky.  He  coapared  it  to  Venus  in  the  early  evening. 

Additional  info  in  the  interview  with  the  newspaper  people  and 

college  professors. 


k. 


Lubbock 


ch6  and  wtiHam  Ho—,  PhotograT^or 
Mr*  Bossartt  of  the  RATO  Datachoent  of  the  OSI  and  Lt  Ruppelt  interviewed 
the  Managing  Editor  of  the  Lubbock  Morning  Avalanche,  Mr*  Harris,  on  the  even! 
of  7 Novaiber  1951 

Mr*  Harris  gave  the  following  infomation  before  the  interrogation  begans 

o ‘ • 

On  the  evening  of  25  September  1951*  He  was  at  the  news  desk  of  the 


paper  when  a Prof* 


of  Texas  Tech  College  called  him  on  the  phone. 


reported  he  had  just  seen  an  aerial  phenomena  that  would  be  worth  a storj.  He 
continued  to  tell  about  the  "stiljig  of  beads'*  that  he  and  two  other  college 
professors  had  seen  in  the  sky*  Harris  at  first  was  not  interested* 


then  said  he  felt  it  was  important  and  that  by  running  the  story  they  night  be 
able  to  contact  others  who  had  seen  the  ^enoaena*  Harris  said  o*k*  if  he  could 


use 


said  he  wasn't  sure  about  this  and  ended  the  conver- 


sation* A few  odnutes  later  he  called  again  and  .said  that  it  would  be  o*k*  to  use 


his  naise  and  the  names  of  Profs. 


and 


«dio  were  with  him  at  the  time 


and  also  saw  it*  It  would  first,  however,  have  to  ba  o*k. 'd  by  the  collage  public 
relations  people*  This  was  done  and  the  story  was  printod  on  26  August  1951* 

No  further  reports  cams  in  until  a few  days  later* 

On  Friday,  31  August  1951,  a photograj^er  who  does  work  for  the  paper  and  is 


highly  regarded  by  Mr* 


called  and  said  a young  man  (Mr* 


had 


just  developed  some  negatives  in  his  studio  and  he  thought  the  paper  night  be 


interested  in  them*  They  advised 


and  Ms  head  photogre-i^er,  Mr, 


to  bring  them  over  %diich  he  did*  Mr* 


loc'kcd  then  ever  and  wei^dublous 
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•bout  uaiAg  them  because  of  the  possibility  of  a hoax.  They  examined  the 
negatiTOS  Tery  carefully  however,  and  decided  to  use  them.  Mr.  Harris  then 
called  on  the  phone  and  again  asked  them  if  it  were  a hoax  which  he  denied- 
Harris  then  in  his  approximate  words  "raised  hell  with  him"  and  told  him  all  the 
consequences  if  it  were  a hoax*  He  threatened  to  "run  him  out  of  town*  if  it 
were.  This  did  not  phase  and  his  only  reply  waa  that  the  pictures  were  of 
something  flying  over  Lubbock  and  that  if  they  were  afraid  to  use  them  o.k.,  he 
didn't  care.  As  far  as  payment  was  concerned  anything  would  be  all  right.  (He 
finally  received  $7*50  - $10.00  for  them.)  Prior  to  this,  SB  had  taken  a few 
photos  for  the  paper  and  was  regarded  as  an  honest  conscientious  person  trying 
to  pick  up  a little  extra  money  on  photos.  He  was  not  obnoxious  as  a lot  of 
amateurs  are,  always  trying  to  sell  photos,  but  would  occasionally  take  a good 
photo  and  attempt  to  sell  it. 

It  was  then  decided  by  Mr.  Harris  to  put  the  i^otos  "on  the  wire  service" 
with  a story.  called  in  on  this  discussi<«  and  again  "read  the  riot 

act"  on  any  possible  fraud.  This  tins  it  was  stronger  because  the  photo  was 
going  out  over  the  U.^.  Again  he  struck  to  his  story,  end  the  photo  went  out. 

The  negatives  were  sent  to  AP  in  Pt.  Worth  to  be  checked.  Life  Magasine  also 
looked  at  the  photos  but  rejected  them  because  they  clained  to  have  many  photos 

4 

of  "flying  saucers".  The  photos  and  story  %#ent  out  on  the  wire  service.  It  is 
unknown  which  papers  used  it  but  some  did. 

At  this  point  in  the  interview  Mr,  Hams,  head  photographer  and  Asst.  Managing 
Editor,  was  called  In  and  gave  this  information.  When  the  story  of  V-shaped 
lights  came  out  some  people  Ijosediately  branded  them  as  ^ueks  or  some  type  of 
migratory  fowl.  Later  when  Mli^photos  were  printed,  the  argument  as  to  whether 
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or  not  thajr  wore  nlgrAtory  fowj^  caiM  up«  Mr*  Haas  decided  to  try  to  get  a picture 
himself  eo  he  stationed  himself  on  top  of  the  Lubbock  Avalanche  Building  with  a 
k X 5 Speed  Graphic  loaded  with  a tungsten  ASA  80  film  and  a GE  #22  flashbulb  in 
a concentrating  reflector*  He  normally  uses  this  same  equipment  to  photogra^ 
night  football  games*  He  can  get  a normal  negative  by  shooting  f 16>  at  l/lOO  of 
a second  and  developing  twice  the  normal  time  in  DK*60  a developer*  This  night 
he  sat  on  the  roof  and  had  his  camera  set  at  f 4*7  at  l/lO  of  a second.  He  waited 
acme  time  and  a flock  of  some  type  of  birds  flew  over*  They  were  visible  in  the 
light  of  the  sodium  vapor  street  lights  used  in  Lubbock.  He  shot  as  the  flock  was 
overhead.  He  also  stated  that  ho  knew  they  were  birds  before  he  took  the  picture 
because  be  could  see  them  dimly  outlined*  niey  were  in  a ragged  V-fonaation  and 
siXenty  idiich  ia  unusual  for  ducks  or  geessy  if  they  were  ducks  or  geese*  He  de» 
veloped  his  negatives  and  found  the  image  so  weak  he  could  not  print  them*  Cn 
the  next  night  he  attempted  the  same  thing  using  a Kodak  Reflex  at  f 3*5  &t  l/lO 


with  Super  XX  filmy  a #22  bulb  and  the  concentrating  reflector;  the  results  were 
the  same*  Mr*  Hams  aeeuaed  that  with  his  experience  he  should  know  that 
he  was  in  a poaition  in  the  city  to  get  a maTrimiim  of  li^t  on  any  birds  flying 


over  him*  From  thiey  he  Is  convinced  that  whaterer 
many  times  as  bright  as  the  birds  he  unsuccessfully 


took  a picture  of  was 


Mr*  Hams  added  that  some  time  back  he  had  attempted  to  photograph 


indicating  that 


He  ran  into  difficulty  getting  enough  esqwsurey  further 
shots  were  of  a bright  object*  (This  was  later  disproved 


by  taking  test  photos  of  the  moon*  It  is  possible  hie  statement  was  misinterpfcted.) 

Mr*  Harris  impressed  the  Interviewers  as  a typical  newspaper  editor*  He 
made  it  very  plain  that  he  was  not  one  to  have  someone  use  his  paper  to  perpetu- 
ate  a hoax*  He  has  thoroughly  checked  both  the  photos  and  reports  and  believes 
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the  people  here  seen  eoaething  and  the  photos  are  not  faked  (i»e«  something 
fljing  orer  Lubbock*)  Other  sources  cooflmed  this  fact  and  stated  that  he 
has  a reputation  of  making  rei7  sure  what  he  prints  is  true*  -He  stated- he- 

purposelj  played  down  the  articles  because  he  felt  that  the  object  was  possibly 
some  Air  Force  project,  he  was  more  sure  >^en  the  AF  did  not  investigate.  (We 
knew  nothing  about  It  for  several  weeks.) 

He  believes  thm  people  tAio  saw  this  object  were  not  seeing  birds.  Some 
people  did'  see  birds  because  there  was  some  bird  fli^t  activity  in  the  area. 

His  observation  on  a great  many  reports  was  that  the  people  %«ho  saw  ducks  knew 

they  were  ducks  because  they  could  see  them.  The  people  who  saw  V lights  knew 

# 

they  couldn't  be  ducks.  At  least  one  ejqperienced  duck  hunter  who  saw  them  threw 
out  the  duck  idea*  Therefore,  his  idea  was  that  a lot  of  people  were  conscious 
of  the  lights,  were  looking,  and  saw  ducks  and  knew  they  were  ducks.  Other  saw 
the  real  thing  and  knew  they  weren't  ducks* 

Harris'  statemwit  on  W was  that  he  has  seen  a lot  of  fakes  in  his  tiise 
and  if  ^l^is  a fake  he  is  the  best  in  the  business  and  wasting  his  time  in 
college. 

In  answer  to  a quity  about  sightings  In  areas  without  a large  concentration 
of  lights  such  as  larger  cities,  Mr.  Harris  stated  that  they  had  received  calls 
from  many  people  in  fall  towns  and  in  the  country.  All  reports  were  about  the 
same  as  those  reported  in  the  newspapers. 

a.  The  objects  were  migratory  birds. 

b.  The  objects  %rere  a group  or  string  of  light  traveling  from  N to  S 
at  a high  speed. 

Another  instance  mentioned  by  Mr.  Karris  occurred  several  nights  after, 

25  August  1951«  An  Air  Force  Capt  from  Reese  AFB  called  to  tall  of  the  object 
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h«  had  ■••n*  H«  stated  he  had  read  about  the  objects  In  the  newspaper  and  did 
not  bellere  it*  However^  a few  minutes  before  he  had  called,  he  had  seen  the 
same  (^enooMiia  as  was  mentioned  in  the  newspaper  and  was  now  conTinced  it  was 
true*  He  stated  that  he  had  flown  Jets  and  had  been  arourd  them  and  that  this 
object  was  much  faster  than  a Jet*  He  said  he  couldn't  give  his  name  but  would 
be  glad  to  clear  the  atorj  through  the  base  PIO.  This  was  never  done,  however, 
as  the  editor  was  not  running  any  more  stories  on  the  Incident  and  all  records  of 
the  captain's  name  were  gone* 

Mr*  Harris  had  been  in  the  newspaper  business  about  20  years*  Soma  of  this 
time  was  spent  as  a PIO  during  W II*  Re  has  a reputation  of  being  vary  honest 
and  will  print  nothing  unless  he  Is  personally  sure  it  Is  aeeurata*  This  is 
brou^t  out  by  his  very  complete  Investigation  of  the  authenticity  of  the  "string 
of  beads*  stories* 

« 

Mr*  Hams  is  considered  one  of  the  best  i^otographers  in  Lubbock*  He  has  had 
a studio  for  many  years  before  coming  to  the  newspaper*  All  the  time  he  had  a 
studio,  he  worked  for  the  newspaper  on  a part-time  basis* 


I 

I 
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5.  Trio  to  Brovofield.  Teoas 


On  tb«  morning  of  8 Noveabor  19$1>  Lt  fiuppeXt  and  Capt  Park«r  of  Roes*  AFB^ 
droTO  to  Brownfield,  Texas,  to  inyestlgete  reports  froa  this  ares. 

Upon  arriTsl  at  Broimfield,  derry  ^olts,  Mitor  of  the  Brownfield  News,  was 
contacted.  He  made  STsilable  all  back  issues  of  the  newspapers.  Several  reports 
of  incidents  were  found  dated  between  25  August  and  31  August  1951*  These  were 
siallar  to  the  Lubbock  descriptions  of  the  Incident  except  for  one  reported  by 
a Nr* 


Nr*  mVMS  a nan  about  65  years  of  age*  He  had  lived  in  West  Texas  all 
his  life  and  is  now  retired.  On  the  evening  of  25  Nigust  1951»  he  and  his  wife 

were  sitting  the  backyard  of  their  hone  ^en  they  noticed  this  group  of  lights 

« 

go  overhead  froa  N to  3*  They  were  described  as  "kind  of  a glow,  a little  bigger 
than  a star”*  Nr*  reawrked  about  then  to  his  wife.  Soon  another  group 

caiae  over*  Neither  flight  was  in  a V shape,  sMrely  a group  of  about  15^20 
lights*  Sqms  tine  later  a third  group  flew  over  but  instead  of  going  straight 
over  they  circled  the  house*  Thie  group  was  either  lower  or  in  a different 
poaitioD  because  lb**  stated  he  could  see  the  objects  and  they  were  birds. 

At  the  sajM  tlae  one  of  birde  called  (i*e.  chirped)  and  Nr.^HHfe  Identified 
the  sound  as  the  call  of  a plover. 


He  stated  that  the  next  morning  (26  %gust  195l)«  he  read  the  Lubbock 


Homing  Avalanehe*s  account  of  the  incident  at  Lubbock  and  if  he  had  not  identified 
the  objects  he  saw  as  Plover  be  would  have  though  he  had  seen  the  sasM  thing. 

Lt  Bttppelt  and  Capt  Parker  then  went  to  the  county  Library  and  Brownfield 
High  School  Library  to  obtain  information  bn  Plover.  It  was  fowd  that  there 


/ 

( 

was  a spseiss  of  Ploror  with  a brsast  but  no  additional  infomatlon  could 

b«  obtalnsd. 
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Bf  this  tias  it  %«as  too  lato  to  go  to  Big  Spring  or  Laaessa,  Toxas^  so 
the  offieors  rotumsd  to  Lubbock. 


a 


On  th«  afternoon  of  d Nowber  1951|  I't.  Buppelt  and  6apt  Paricer  contacted 
the  Federal  VildUfe  Gaoe  Warden  at  the  Poet  6fflce  Building  in  Lubbock.  The 
purpose  was  to  deteraine  the  habits  and  description  of  Plorer. 

It  was  detensined  that  there  are  several  kinds  of  Plover,  ^veral  types 
have  white  breasts  and  are  found  in  West  Texas.  The  bird  is  about  6"  long  and 
has  a wing  span  of  about  1 *•  It  will  fly  at  night  and  in  groups  but  the  groups 
are  usually  not  larger  than  5 or  6 birds.  They  are  knowito  Migrate  south  froa 
late  iugust  till  the  aiddle  of  Noveaber.  Also  they  have  been  seen  in  the  Lubbock 
locality  recently  although  not  in  great  nuabers.  They  fly  at  about  1000*  or  lower 
at  a maTlBua  of  50  Mph. 

The  gsae  warden  had  not  read  the  articles  about  the  **obJecto"  in  the  paper 
so  was  unfaailiar  with  the  description  of  the  objects*  but  tended  to  doubt  if  they 
were  Plover.  He  added  that  they  might  be  ducks  but  not  geese  because  geese  con- 
tinually "honk"  as  they  fly  over  populated  areas. 


i 


On  the  evening  of  6 Noveaber  1951>  Lt  Suppelt  and  Cept  Parker  sat  with 
four  profetaors  of  the  Texas  Technical  College  to  discuss  the  aerial  Plienoasna 
the7  observed  over  a period  of  time  from  25  August  1951  until  about  15  Oct  1951 


Those  present  were: 


a. 


science 


Ph«D«  in  Geology  but  also  well  versed  in  all  fields  of 
The  meeting  was  at  his  home. 

Fh«0.j  Professor  of  Chemical  Engineering 


Ph.D.,  In  Phjsles«  presently  head  of  the  Texas  Tech 
^esograpb  Station  and  has  previously  spent  several  years  at 
The  University  of  Alaska  studying  the  aurora* 


Prof. 


Head  of  the  Petroleum  Engineering  department. 


Ob  the  evening  of  25  ^higust  1951* 


were  sitting 


in  Dr* 


yard  discussing  a project  on  odcro^mete^fites  that 


is  conducting  at  Texas  Tech*  They  were  counting  meteors  %dien  the  first  object 
passed  over  the  yard.  They  stated  they  were  surprised  at  the  sight  and  began 
discussing  it.  They  agreed  that  if  another  object  came  over  they  would  attempt  to 
find  out  8<»M  of  its  characteristics  and  about  an  hour  later  one  did  come  bver^ 
one  man  listened  while  the  other  two  time^it*  This  object,  and  the  first  one, 
was  a semi->cirele,  about  160^  arc,  of  lights.  There  was  no  discemable  noise  and 
the  angular  velocity  was  very  close  to  30^  per  second.  The  direction  was  about 
H to  S,  and  they  passed  15^  -20^  west  of  the  Zenith.  The  men  could  not  agree  on 
the  color  except  that  it  was  yellowish  to  white.  It  varied  in  intensity 
and  was  sometdiat  larger  in  area  than  a star.  An  agreed  it  appeared  to  have 
its  own  li^t  source.  Since  25  August  1951*  these  men  and  several  others 
have  seen  more  flights,  approximately  twelve.  They  all  were  of 


th«  9MM0  nature  as  ti  first  except  there  was  no  regu  arrangement  t/r  foruation. 
Others  whe  hare  seen  the  objects  well  in  the  presence  of  the  original  three  men  are 


Ph.D*  in  0eolog7. 


Mathematics  Professor. 


b. 

Studjing  for  Fh.D. 

Astronomer  fn»  Texas  Tech^  has  not  observed  the  j^enomena 
but  has  been  present  at  all  the  Investigations. 

Several  characteristics  of  the  object  have  been  noticed  by  the  observers. 

The  lights  always  a^)ear  at  about  $0^  in  ths  S or  SW,  They  never  gradually  cone  1e 
view  or  gradually  disappear.  Its  "Span  angle"  frcMS  the  ground  was  about  7^ 

They  follow  a rough  schedule  beginning  about  2120  and  appearing  every  hour  and  10 
utes  until  three  flints  pass  overhead.  The  men  have  attempted  to  determixM 
whether  or  not  there  is  any  form  between  the  lights  by  trying  to  observe  stars 
between  the  lights.  They  have  been  unsuccessful^  however,  due  to  the  great 
speed  of  the  object.  Once  they  thought  they  observed  stars  between  the  objects 
but  could  not  be  sure. 

The  group  is  confident  of  the  angular  velocltj^of  the  object  of  30°/Mcond 
frosi  measurements  of  several  flights.  Stop  watches  and  protractors  were  used  to 
measure  time  and  angles.  S^Teral  attempts  have  been  made  to  measui9s:.the  altitude. 
On  only  one  occasion  has  there  been  any  clouds  and  these  were  %ddely  scattered, 
The  objecta  appearAibut  did  not  pass  close  enough  to  a cloud  to  obtain  a 
relative  altitude. 

Several  other  attests  to  determine  the  altitude  were  isade  by  using  triangu- 
lation from  a measured  base  line.  On  the  first  occasion  an  eleven  qdle  base 
lir.eXused  with  home-made  angle 

measuring  devices  set  up  at  each  end  of  the  base.  Radios  were  used  for 
cciinaunicatlon  from  one  end  of  the  base  lind"to  the  other.  Another  night  a 


shorter  baa 


^2^1ne 


was  used.  On  the  first  night,  neither  party  observed  the 


1 


flights  although  tw  of  th«ir  wives  saw  then  froB  the  citj*  On  the  second  night 
onljr  one  party  thou^t  they  aav  the  object  but  they  were  not  able  to  get  a 
measureaeot*  The  object  appeared  to  be  very  low  over  the  city  of  Lubbock# 


A third  attBapt  was  made  by  Dr# 


the  aetronoaer#  He  questioned 


three  people  who  saw  the  object  ae/thelr  position  and  the  angle  of  observation. 
This  technique  is  used  in  plotting  the  path  of  Beteore#  He  arrived  at  an  altitu 
of  between  2^000  and  3*000  feet.  However^  one  of  the  observers  was  dcnabtful  as 
to  the  tiae  she  Bade  observation  so  it  could  have  been  another  object  she  eaw^ 
consequently^  they  are  not  putting  any  reliability  on  this  altitude  saasureBent# 
Two  other  incidents  took  placs  whi^  the  group  would  not  aention  at  first 
but  finally  did#  They  qualified  the  incidents  with  the  stateaent  that  they  are 


absurd 


happened  to 


^o  according  to  several  people  is  a very  caljs  woaan#  Prof# 
stated  that  ahe  case  running  into  the  house  one  evening  Just  at  dusk  very  excited 


Due  to  her  usually  eala  manner*  the  exciteaent  was  very  apparent#  ^he  said  sha  had 
ssen  a very  large  flying  wing  type  aircraft^  making  no  sound,  go  over  the  bouse. 


She  could  offer  no  more  description#  Prof# 


could  not  remeaiber  exactly 


when  it  took  place  as  he  bad  passed  it  off  as  being  too  fantastic#  (Motet 
Nearly  identical  to  25  August  1951  sighting  in  Aiburquarqus,  New  Mexico.) 


The  next  incident  was  observed  by  Prof# 


end  Dr. 


and  has 


been 


Horror*#  The  mem  were  sitting  in  the  yard  waiting  for 


the"9:20”,  a tern  coined  for  th#  ^rst  object  of  the  evening  to  pass  over  the 
observers#  (Strangely  enough*  there  was  a remax^ble  amount  of  regularity  to 
tha  flights  of  the  objects.)  All  of  a sudden  a group  of  yallowieh  lights  came  across 


the  yard  vary  low,  and  according  to  Prof# 


they  had  a "wiggling"  motion#  It 


upset  ^r# 


considerably,  consequently  the  name  ' 


orror 


Again  the  Instance  was  dropped  because  no  one  else  in  the  neighbothood  saw  it  and 


it  was  vsry  low# 


t 


I 
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Lt‘B?‘)C:<.  ?LX.^  - IQ^ 


The  first  of  a.  series  of  slf-tln^s  r^lnte^.  to  this  Insl'lent  occurred 
the  erenlnr  of  i5  --u.^uat  19-1  at  a-iiproxlnately  I.11C  CbT,  Tom’  Tf'jcan  Toch- 
ttieal  College  profesiors  vere  sitting  In  the  b^cifyarJ  of  one  of  the  orofessor's 
homes  obsenrinr  moteorltee  In  conjunction  with  s study  of  rdcroticteorltes  being 
carried  out  by  the  oolloge*  At  CllO  they  obser/e-  e group  of  lights  pass  over- 
head from  II  to  t.  The  llrhts  h*.d  about  tho  sa..^  intercity  es  a bright  star 

but  were  larger  Ir.  ar#*e.  The  altituJe  was  not  but  they  traveled 

at  a high  rate  of  ape.-d.  The  pattern  of  tho  lights  won  almost  a rcrfoct  semi- 
circle containing  fi^  -30  to  X Individual  lights.  Letcr  in  th.e  evening  a 
sinilar  Incident  was  observoc  and  during  a p»‘rlo'i  of  about  three  weeks  a 

total  of  ar>orovlrwtt€ly  twelve  (15)  such  flights  vere  obcarvo  i ly  those  ncr.. 

The  proun  of  nen  included: 

a.  The  Head  of  the  Pctxoleum  Ingineerinr  lepart^jMnt 

b.  Professor  of  Oeolor'y,  has  Ph.D, 

c.  Professor  of  Physics,  has  Ph.L, 

d.  Professor  of  Chemical  :r.fineering,  bos  Pb.D. 

Bealdoa  the  above  four  men  the  following  have  observed  tho  incidental 

) a»  Profeaaor  of  hlathenatlca,  has  Ph.t. 

( b.  Graduate  student  working  on  Pb.^, 

In  addition,  a Professor  of  Astronony  was  conciJ-ted  on  the  incident,  but  he 
did  not  observe  any  of  these  flights. 


The  above  nentioned  men  took  a personal  interest  In  the  phenonena  and 
undertook  e.  study  of  the  objects,  Attemts  were  made  to  obtain  an  altlttids 
r.easursccnt  by  laying  out  a niasxj'ed  base  line  pcrpendicalar  to  tht  usual 
flight  path  of  the-  object  ac.^  placing  angle  ceasuring  devices  at  the  end  of 
the  haae  line,  however,  ell  their  otteapts  failed  because  the  objects  did 
not  appear  on  the  nights  the  observers  were  wciiting  for  them. 

Prom  the  series  of  observations,  the  following  facts  vere  obtained: 

a.  The  angidar  velocity  of  the  object  was  verj*  nearly  30®  of  arc  per 
second, 

b.  There  was  no  sound  that  could  be  attributed  to  the  object, 

e.  The  flight  rath  of  the  object  war  fron  ir  to  i in  the  majority  of 
the  nights, 

d.  There  were  two  or  three  flights  per  evening. 


$ 


e.  The  period  between  flights  was  about  one  hour  a?wi  10  rxinutes, 

UNCLASSIFIED 


* S A 


At  thl*  point  in  the  conrersation  the  uoueual  aeteor  aetiTlty  in  the  Stf 
United  ^tee  was  brought  up.  The  group,  with  Dr.  ^■■■Mbthe  aetrononer, 
hae  already  atteapted  to  aeeociate  the  foraation  of  lights  with  this  activity, 
however,  th«y  could  find  no  asseociation  between  the  two.  Dr.  ^iMi^Mntioned 
the  fact  that  the  series  of  events  terminating  with  the  large  meteor  that  fell 
in  Oklahoaa  on  the  aoming  of  7 November  1951  was  very  odd.  They  did  not  follow 
the  general  pattern  of  meteors.  An  expedition  from  several  Southwestern  Colleges 
is  now  being  formed  to  attmqjt  to  find  the  one  that  is  supposed  to  have  fallen  in 
Oklahoma. 

Several  meteors  were  reported  to  have  fallen  in  the  Lubbock  area  during  the 
period  Lt  Buppelt  was  there.  In  two  instances  people  reported  crashed  aircraft, 
and  Lt  Ruppelt  was  present  when  B-2$s  were  sent  out  to  search.  later  the  locations 
where  these  "crashes”  were  reported  were  examined  by  Texas  Tech  people.  They 
pickec^up  some  material  that  allegedly_c^aaw  from  the  object.  ^ piece  of  this 
material  has  been  obtained  and  will  be  analyzed.  It  may  be  ash  from  the  many 
cotton  gins  located  in  the  Lubbock  area.  According  to  Texas  Tech  chemists,  if 
it  is  the  potassium  content  will  be  hi^.^ 

The  above  named  men  together  with  an  astronomer  at  Texas 

Tech,  have  developed  a very  great  interest  in  their  objects.  Their  genuine 
interest  is  brought  out  by  the  fact  that  they  devoted  an  entire  evening 
discussing  the  matter  with  Lt  Buppelt  and  ^pt  Pvrker,  and  they  previously  have  had 
many  meetings  between  themselves.  They  refuse  to  recognise  any  sightings  not  . 
witnessed  by  at  least  two  of  the  group  althoughi  they  admit  many  other  reputable 
people  have  seen  the  objects.  Thus  ths  figure  of  twelve  sightings  is  conservative. 
Their  term  is  twelve  "official  sightings”.  They  have  made  every  effort  to  Investigate 
all  possibilities  as  to  what  the  objects  ml4^t  be.  It  is  apparent  after  listening 


4 


( 

to  th«Bi  revlow  trtiat  have  done  that  the/  are  deeply  interested  in  the 

phenomena* 

They  had  dropped  their  Inveetigation  by  the  time  Lt«  ^ppeXt  arrived  because 

0 

they  had  come  to  the  cooclusion  that  the  object  was  some  kind  of  a new  weapon 
belonging  to  the  U*S*  and  that  they  would  only  be  prying  into  something  that  was 
none  of  their  business*  They  also  reasoned  that  if  such  an  aircraft  was  far 
enou^  along  to  be  flight  tested  they  would  probably  bear  something  d>  .>ut  it 
soon  anyway*  It  is  very  apparent  that  their  interest  is  again  aroused  and  that 
will  attempt  more  research  on  the  incident* 

They  are  rather  firmly  convinced  that  the  object  ia  not  a flock  of  birda. 
This  is  due  to  the  great  speed  at  idiich  they  travel*  If  the  birds  did  have  an 
apparently  great  speed , they  would  have  to  be  vary  low*  The  lights  these  people 
saw  gave  the  appearance  of  being  very  high,  except  for  Horror"* 

Another  doubtful  point  ia  the  nearly  perfect  geometric  pattern  of  the  first  two 
formation*  Birds  could  not  do  that,  nie  men  did  state  that  now  that  they  know 
that  the  Air  Force  is  interested^  they  will  thoroughly  discuss  the  possibility 
of  birds  In  hopes  that  It  is  birds  or  some  other  such  thing  that  can  be  esqplained. 
It  is  apparent  that  they  were  concerned  when  they  found  out  it  wasn't  an  Air 
Force  project,  which  they  had  assumed  when  no  Air  Force  personnel  came  to  in- 
vestigate the  incident* 

The  professors  were  asked  why  they  and  their  friends  were  the  only  ones 
who  had  seen  so  msn^  tdiil#  most  people  only  saw  them  on  one  or  two  nights  just 

after  the  newspaper  articles  came  out*  They  said  that  they  had  thought  of  that 

* 

and  their  explanation  was  that  ths  other  people  had  lost  interest.  They  and  their 

a 

friends  were  interested  In  the  object  and  continued  to  look  for  them.  They 
stressed  the  fact  that  they  were  not  readily  apparent  unless  you  were  looking 


ifor  th«ii.  (Thia  can  borne  up  by  the  fact  that  on  j morning  of  7 November 

the  very  bright  aeteor  mentioned  above  was  visible  from  Keeae  AFB.  Lt  Kuppelt 

^ front  of  the  dfflcer'a  Club  with  several  other  people.  Only  those  of 

the  group  uho  were  looking  directly  at  the  meteor  saw  it,  and  It  was  considered 
to  be  extremely  bright.) 
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HEADQUARTERS  3500TH  PILOT  TRAINING  WING 
Reese  Air  Force  Base,  Texas 


QA-1 


21  yoventer  1951 


S03JECT:  Report  on  Right  Tiding  Ohjects 


TO:  Chief,  Air  Technical  Intelligence  Center 

ATTV:  ^'Project  Gradge” 

Vrl^t-Fatterson  Air  Torce  Base 
Dayton,  Ohio 


!•  Reference  Terhal  conrersatlon  1st  Lt  £•  J.  Ruppelt  your  Headquarters 
and  Capt  E.  5.  Parker,  this  Headquarters. 

2.  Inclosed  Is  a statenent  signed  by  four  professors  at  Texas  Technologic 
cal  College,  lubboek,  Texas,  concerning  subject  above. 

POH  THS  COMKAKDIRG  OITICER: 

bj  \o 

1 Inel  . DONAT  F.  DAUTEUll 

"Roport  on  Night  Plying  Objects"  (1  cy)  CAPTAIN,  IfSAF 

Adjufonf 


1st  Ind  2/bC 

Hq,  ?'lylng  :rp.inlng  Air  ^orce,  Waco,  lexas  £ £*  f^OV  1351 

TO:  Chief,  Air  Technical  Intelligence  Center,  AVTTJ:  ’'Project  frudge", 
right-Patterson  Air  T’orce  rase,  Lej^on,  Chio  . 


1 Ir.cl 


downg^IjO  at  « years. 
DECEASS^““  6200.10 

XJKICCASSIF 
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0fJGl!ASSIFIED 


REPORT  0:t  irioH?  objects 


The  first  observations  of  these  objects  vrere  xade  by  Itesrrc* 

. pr/”’  fllBHlst  about  9:20  I.!!,  on  August  2^,  3 951.  T\  o 
fTl-hte  v;ere  observed  and  were  about  five  nlnutep  apart.  - These 
observers  have  a^^reed  th-'t: 


(1)  The  objects  were  trs'»velln2  froa  northeast  to  Pouthv:c'*t  and 

passing  Pll?.ht3y  southeast  of  overhead  of  the  City  of  Lubbock, 

(t)  Each  fTl2;ht  consisted  of  a series  of  llrthts  In  an  arcuate 
formotlon  which  covered  ebout  10°  In  the  '^hy, 

(3)  It  was  apparent  that  the  arcs  were  not  continuous. Individual 
objects  cou**d  not  be  clerrly  dlstln^i.ul.'^hed , but  r' ther  they 
appeared  as  FClr.tl'’latln?:  points  of  blui  sh-'-reen  co’’or, 
clearly  and  plainly  visible  >ut  not  bril‘’lfnt,  r.rvl  having 
approxlmrtely  the  saine  Illumination  na  hl~h  cirrus  cloud?  on 
r clear  moonlight  nl-ht, 

(4)  Immediately  efter  the  fTl-^hts  It  was  estimated  th*  t the 
velocities  of  the  fllphtn  were  thirty  dc'*retn  per  second 
through  an  arc  of  ninety  de-rcos  beglnnln*'  forty-five  decrees 
below  the  zenith  to  forty-five  ce-jree?.  beyond  the  zenith. 

(5)  Both  fTi^hts  were  Ider.tlcel  in  -Ize,  sh- no,  veToclty,  rnd 
course, 

(o)  V.o  sound  vr  R p-soclrted  vrlth  the  f’l-hts. 


During  the  fo** loving  wee!:  the  seme  observers  wltnee^ed  five  flights 
bet’-een  the  hours  of  9 r-nd  12  I.?  ,,  erch  pessin'*  thro.'  -h  the  »hy 
from  north  to  south.  Additions'*  detPi**s  ere: 


(1)  On  September  first  (Saturdey)  the  c^bove  three  wore  Joined  by 

I'lessrs.  and  On  thst  night  two 

flights  Mere  seen  slmller  to  those  rrevlousiy  seen  but  not  in 
the'^slern  arcuste  form  cbove  described,  but  rrther  more 
Irregularly  grouped,  and  with  definite  rrd  individual  objects 
present  In  the  formation. 

(2)  The  epparent  number  of  objects  In  these  succeeding  flights 
has  been  variously  estln^'ted  f'r,  being  from  fifteen  to  thirty. 


The  cost  unusu'l  fl-ht  vrs  obssrved  ?t  12:17  A.!’,  on 
September  second  by  the  five  peo-''*e  ’-ho  h.'**"  met  for  the  pur- 
pose of  nia’'’lnc  obsei-vstlonn.  This  f“l'*‘‘^t  T,rc«ed  dlrecfiy 
overhead  In  the  <^eneral  direction  of  north  to  sovth,  rnd 
seen  by  e:ch  rnember  of  the  group. 


1F.1ED, 


ra^e  2 1*  J\  ?lyln"  Ob^octa 

UlQClIASSlFIED 

observed  that  in  the  cnpe  of  this  f’lvht,  rn 
Irregularly  shaped  yellow  ll?ht  appepred  In  the  re^r.  The 
formation  Included  dark  diffuse  ere?a,  end  the  ere  itself 
quivered  or  pulsfted  in  the  direction  of  ItP  trrvel* 

-•r.  first  sl3hted  this  flight,  pnd  described  It  as 

a ^roup  of  Individually  distinct  yellow  formes,  e.pproy.lciately 
tvrelvo  or  fifteen  In  number,  tr:?velln3  at  an  extremely  hl^h 
velocity,  each  with  an  an^lar  nrrnltude  th«t  wou^d  be  the 
equivalent  of  t’./elve  Inches  across  at  a distance  of  thirty 
or  forty  feet,  and  In  violent  arltatlon. 

4 

1^.  ^HMI^ (described  this  fll.-^ht  as  havlnr  the  arpearrnce 
of  a grou-n  of  from  twelve  to  fifteen  paie  objects  In  the 
shape  of  a quadrant  of  a circle,  produclnj;  a pale  yellow 
bllnkln?;  ll^ht,  and  moving  nolselepoly. 

The  two  other  observers,  Kr.  BBBB  ^rd  l-'r.  agreed 

to  the  above  descriptions  in  their  es'-ential  Octal’s. 

The  startling  characteristics  of  this  one  flight  made 
calm  observation  difficult  to  Impossible. 


Tl;a  nor/ooro  of  this  ^roiip 
liavo  soon  n total  of  ton 
or  twovlo  fli-Jitc  of  those 
objosts  Tot’joon  .U’.^ust  25 
a:id  about  ..ovonbor  1,  1951* 


Submitted  by, 


Professor  and  Head  of 
Department  of  letroleum 
En^rineerlnc? 


Professor  of  Geolosy 
Department  of  C-eolo^y 


Professor  ot^Chem,  Ens, 


/ 


Department  of  Chemistry 
end  Chemlcrl  En-lneerln^? 


Profes'-or  and  Director 
oelcmolomlcn  Obr.ervatory 


lOfiaASSlFJED 


DOWiNGRADKD  AT  5 V;:aU  ]X-'ERV  \LS 
DECLASSIFiED  AFTER  12  VEARS 

DOD  DIR  5200.10 
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iJNSfiASSlElEa 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  AIR  FORCE 


S’:  BJSCT : UTIKITCnM  S03 JZCT 

Unidentified  Objects  in 
Flight  9v3T  Lubbock,  Te:cns 
SP3CIAL  rnSElY 


TO:  C<»nmanding  Officer 

Air  Technical  Intelligence  Center 
■.Tright-Patterson  Air  Force  3ese 
Dayton,  Ohio 
ATT?.’:  ATI 


1.  Hefe’'enc9  is  made  to  letter,  this  office,  dated  I5 
.’.’ovanber  1951>  file  2l;-21,  subject  as  above, 

2,  Atbachad  hereto  for  your  additional  inforantion  are 
two  conies  of  the  rsoort  of  investi^abi''n  by  Soecial  Aront 
:i.  HOSSSRT,  2?d  CSI  District  (Id),  file  2ZK-^,  dited  5 
Dec«nber  195i>  subject  as  above. 


3,  !lo  further  investi^^ativo  action  is  cont'xnlated,  and 
the  files  of  the  Office  of  Soecial  Investigations  are  C'.nsidered 
closed  in  Instant  case. 


i;.  Attention  is  invit?d  to  oaragraeh  7,  AFH  205-1,  dated  ll; 
'larch  19ii9>  r*ich  prohibits  the  disclos’ire  of  classified  infomation 

to  unauthorized  nersonnel, 

% 


1 Inol  (in  duo) 

?./l,  DO  {^3,  dtd  5 Dec  51 

C007  to: 

Hq  CSI  *.t/o  abv  incl 


7.  X.  o’cciniELL 
^ Colonel,  USAF 
^ District  Comander 


Xien  Inclosure  ?lo,  1 j.s 
attached,  the  classification 

will  be 

in  accordance 


UNa:ASSiEi£a 


3 YEAR  INTERVALS 
AFTER  12 
5200^0 . 


! 52S-1172 


UMGCAS^IOED 


i • * 


% 


Uf?CCA$S(F(ED 


UNITED  STATES  AIR  FORCE 
TH&  IN0FCCTOA  GCR£AAU 
OFFICE  OF  SFCCIAU  IN  VEST  I OAT  IONS 

REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION 


noc 


VKKSOm  SUBJECT 

VrddmiifttA  Objwts  la  Oft 

Xabbeckt  T< 


CHARACrtF 


stmtMCi 


SYNOmS 


;4ulh  of  CS>  US^F 

195 K 

iSi/wwAria 


s.^feirr 


ni.c  HO. 


CATC 


FUOAT  MAOC  SY 


Fort  Uwrtha  T 


OFFICE  OF  OfUGIN 


t«oo_ 


STA1US 


# Lubbock^  T«cm»  r< 

at  tho  t«lophcnl9  roquost  of  Lt  II^AHD  J« 
RUFrSLT^  Air  TochnI  cal  I&talligonea  C«nt«r»  wrl^t 
PafciarMa  AFB^  Sajton^  Ohio*  Xntorrlow  vlUi 
vidod  oa  additional  portlaont  InToraalion*  JUS 
a ahortyhanrii  wr1>ttoo  atatoaant  as  to  faking  tho  fieiaroa 
in  quootioa  oo  30  Au^tfi  1951»  and  doE^lng  tho  pMooooion 
of  tho  loot  xtogaiiTo* 


;I0S£D 


* % 


tS  • 


fjii  i Dii--  i. : j. 


» 1 

U_  ...  . J.i  CI* 


oiSTMvanM 


iU\  OdI 


4 


Air  Toeh  Intoll  2 
Cont«r(nZU;  Hq  03Z) 

CO,  ~*he»o  AF3  1 

(info) 

Fllo  2 


cLfc.C^j^ 


ACTION  COfT  FOttWAKOID  TO 


FILt  STAMA 


Air  Tochnieal  IntoUigtne# 
Cfotor 

I -^^t-Mtoroon  Air  Foroo  2o|m 
'Carton,  Ohio 


AFFROVtO 


DOWN 


HTIADED  AT  3 YEAR  INTERVAL 

AFTER  12  YEARS. 
1)00  DIR  5200.10 


1-' ja:<s3  c.  aaiOFi^XD 

Lt  Col,  UJA? 

DitfriH  Cfc, 


UNO  ro««  /*“\  ^ 

t3  JAN  <9  AFCSl  FonnA,  D iiU  4A,  uhieh 


MIOTISO  aOSKt 


Ax»  1730  lMur««  2 


% wrlttan  m 
u«it  >Aieb  1 


wlt^  hla 

abl«« 


r X951«  tiM  wlt«r  r^edvwl  a call 

hi«  aonhftitAlfead  ovar  th«  pPMlbllltT  o£  nalrtm; 
that  I«ad  ?aci«  a ohcri  wrlttaa  atat^ 


.‘•NGHADED  AT  3 YEAR  INTT 
UNCLASSIFIED  AFTER  12  3fL. 

UOD  DIB  520020  x 


w J.T7U7T  E 


L WICCASSIFIED 


UNCl.ASSIFIEr 


( 


f.  The  c-alor  of  the  llrhtt  war  Muo-vhlt«. 

g.  Ihero  were  fron  :20  to  X ce^rr-iU-  Ilphtc  In  #t«eh  forrAtlon. 

k.  Th-  first  tuo  fllrhts  oteerved  vxre  a cer.l-clrcl^?  'f  Mphtc  but  in 
subsev-cnt  fllc'htc  thir-.*  v'.s  r?  oritr!y  arrinfcr.er.t. 

l.  7kc  object  a3vay?  ar.-^o^ref  at  :.n  f-V-'  cbout  50®  fro-i  horizontal 
in  the  north  and  dlsaopcar«-l  at  r.Vout  6C°  In  the  c?utt»,  'ihe  object 
did  not  j^odually  cono  irXi  view  cr  vorJi  on  aircraft  Ronroachlnf. 
fron  a distance,  neither  !id  It  rr.*-*  t.V.j-  dlcn-'pcar. 


J,  Thsr''  V3S  no  omarent  char.-o  In  a!se  zr.  t**o  object  “■er.ncd  overhead. 


!3ptn  were  nedo  to  obtain  the  r I'-tlvc  height  of  the  object  in  roa^x-ct 
to  clouJR.  Kovever,  there  attfr.-»ts  were  alro  un'uccesf»f':3  -i-jc  to  the  fncl  tha 
the  objects  rassol*  between  vilely  rcatlcrcj  clou  la. 

I I ’ 

Lfforta  to  dctcrrilnc  whether  or  not  there  es  any  for~  Vjtwccn  the  llrhtn 
by  tiy'lnr  to  see  aUira  bet  con  the  llfhts  were  r^iie,  7hia  elco  vns  uncnccesa- 
ful  due  to  the  short  tine  the  object  vaa  in  riev. 


Thla  pke 
laibbock  f 
were  birds. 


roaona  was  observed  by  at  least  one  hundred  neoolc  in  en-J  around 
, Gone  of  these  peoolc  were  of  the  oolnion  tiJ.t  tiie  objects 


t 


) 


On  the  evening  of  H Aumst  1951»  &t  about  ZU'*  a college  freshnan 

fron  Texas  Tech  observed  three  fli  -hta  of  the  object  tcv\  allef^dly  obtained 
five  photogrephe.  He  obtained  two  photos  of  one  flight  end  three  of  another 
These  photos  show  sinrle  rows  of  light  in  V-foniation  on  twa  nhotos  and  a 
double  row  on  the  others.  His  description  of  the  object  ie  such  the  sane  as 
that  of  the  college  professors,  except  that  the  collerc  professors  never  ob- 
served a perfect  V-for nation. 


Status  of 


and 


lavestipation 


Project  Grudge  personnel  nede  a trip  to  lub'-oeV:,  Texas,  on  6-9  Novonber 
1951  to  obtain  nore  details  cn  the  Incident,  ^tany  sources  who  had  seen  the 
object  or  who  were  involved  in  the  sightin'  vsro  lr.terro'*ale*,  A conference 
was  held  with  the  college  nrofessers  and  they  offered  to  write  a detailed 
account  of  their  observations  and  forward  It  to  ATIC.  Thle  report  should 
be  forthcoming. 

The  photographer  who  elair^  to  have  nhotogra''hed  the  object  was  interro- 
gated, uvery  effort  wis  made  to  find  u flaw  in  t.he  photonraohor^c  account  of 
the  incident  but  thi-  results  were  ncg'.tlve.  The  college  professors  did  ruot 
believe  the  ohotogra'>hs  were  authentic  as  they  had  never  observed  a 7-ohaped 
groun  of  lights.  They  were  not  s-ru,  Lo-cver,  vhtther  or  cot  they  had  ob- 
served the  sane  objects  that  were  photorranhed.  **lnce  the  interrog' tlon,  two 


UNCLASSIFIED 


/noMnr^riwlXir.l 


f 

I 


DISPOSITION  FORM 


aluacict.  or  /ea 

DATE  C0MMEN1  N03 

G£C  3 ''‘r*  Ohaptaaxv^sgp 

315S1/Bldg  17 

1.  The  attached  negatives  have  been  evaluaced  as  per  the 
attached  Test  Report  7/CHPP-2-I4..  It  is  not  possible  at  ^hls  time  to 
conTirm  or  deny  the  authenticity  of  these  negatives  as  a record  of 
unknown  objects  against  either  a starlit  or  overcast  sky.  Ho  images 
which  could  be  interpreted  as  stars  are  present. 


ATIAA-2C 


2.  In  the  event  further  nhotojrapnlc  tests  are  subsequently 
desired,  to  discover  the  spot  magnitudes  involved,  this  Laboratory 
v;lll  cooperate  fully  in  carrying  then  out. 


f:C..GE  '.7.  lO.^ARD,  Col,  7SAP’ 
hlef.  Photo  hecoiinaissance  Lab 
eaoons  Gomooner.to  Division 


A^C^FP 


» \ 


OTJCCASSIFIED 


J 


ATIAA-20 


EvAluAtlon  of  Negatives 


fVCEPP-2 


OfC  3 


Mr*  Chapman/sgp 

313«VBJdg  17 


1.  The  attached  iiegatlvea  have  been  evaluated  as  per  the 
attached  Teet  Report  WCEPP-2-U*  It  la  not  possible  at  this  >Jme  to 
cosflrm  or  deny  the  authentlolty  of  these  negatives  as  a record  of 
\inknovn  objects  against  either  a atarllt  or  overceet  sky.  No  Images 

could  be  Interpreted  as  stars  are  present. 

2.  In  the  event  further  photographic  teats  ore  subsequently 
deslredf  to  dlsoover  the  spot  magnitudes  Involved,  this  I*aborstory 
will  cooperate  fially  In  carrying  them  out. 


(.^•strloted)  : valuation  cf 


Vi 


Ittnt  lx.  Cvift 


b 4 


!>  • ' i . ■ ’-u. 

'’lllo.'l 


Lt  lkter^er^7e 
/ • 


!• 


1.  Inclosed  ure  Tour  3$  im  nogutivee  r.ogetivtJ  an  cot  govenw 

^ent  >:rop<rtjy,  ooczequcutly.  It  is  requested  thvt  tho/  be  liAndlod  carefully. 


>C. 


requested  that  the  negatives  be  evaluated.  Tbe  elreuzutoneea 


whlsih  these  cegativee 


evaluation  aeed^ 


Svift  and  Lt  E.  1.  Huppalt  of  tbe  Hr  Teebnioal  Intalllgonce  "cuter  on  25  October 

3.  ^ exposvrc  data  Is  as  ibllewet  ' 


V 


) 


a* 

b. 

c. 

V# 


c 


Lons 
AU  : 


i at  233C  COT  ;&t  lubboe^,  Toxee,  on  3C  .4v^t  19^1 

• lodsl  35  v/renge  flodar. 

..  Pins  I 

- ^odsk  .uu^tor  T 3.5,  50  3s 

— ? 3.5  at  1/io  sec* 

• Panthenle  777  for  15  mlxBites 


$ I 


V 

% 

N 


1 laol 

35  m "actives  (4) 


s.  H.  (0:baA.ML,  JR*,  loi,  USA? 

‘3hlaf,  T:fchnleal  Asialysla  Uivlsloa 
Air  Teohnleal  Xnteillgeooe  Center 


ATIAA«2o 


Evaluation  or  negatives 


Pec  5 »jjp| 


Mr*  C^iepman/sgp 

313S1/Bldg  17 


1*  The  attaobed  negatives  have  been  evaluated  as  per  the 
attached  Test  Report  kVC£^*2*4»  It  is  not  possible  at  this  tijse  to 
oonfln  or  deny  the  authentioity  of  these  negatives  as  a record  of 
unknown  objects  against  either  a starlit  or  overcast  sky*  No  ioages 
which  could  be  interpreted  as  stars  are  present* 


2*  In  the  event  further  photographic  tests  are  subsequently 
desired^  to  discover  the  spot  magnitudes  involved^  this  Laboratory 
will  cooperate  fully  in  oarx*ylng  them  out* 


2 lads*  ,,  , 

1-  55  am  Negacives(4), 

2-  Test  Repb-WCE?P-2-4 


OEOir/E  *.7.  GODDARD,  Col,  USA? 
Chief,  Photo  Reconnaiasance  Lab 
^Veapons  Components  Division 


UNGLA3SIF1ED 


i 


TO  wCEFP-2  ~ ATUA^2c  « co*imwt  iw>.  i, 

Atta:  Mr.  Swift  » |35J  l«t  Metscher/vs 

-H2^^63D/P 

C^S76 

1.  Inclosed  are  four  35  nm  negatives  and  prints.  The  negatives  are  not  govern- 
ment prooer'^f  consequently,  it  is  requested  that  they  be  handled  carefully. 

2.  It  is  requested  that  the  negatives  be  evaluated.  The  circumstances  under 
which  these  negatives  were  exposed  and  the  evaluation  needed  were  discussed  by  Mr. 

Swift  and  Lt  E.  J.  Ruppelt  of  the  Air  Technical  Intelligence  Center  on  25  October  1951 » 

3.  The  exposure  data  is  as  foHovss 


a. 

b. 
e. 

d. 

e. 

f. 


Bbcposed  at  2330  CST  at  Lubbock,  Texas,  on  30  August 
Camera  - Kodak  35  w/range  finder. 

Film  ->  Plus  X 

Lens  - Kodak  Anastor  F 3*5»  50  joa 

All  iXposures  - F 3*5  at  lAo  sec. 

Developer  - Panthermic  777  for  15  minutes 


1 Incl 

35  um  Negatives  (4) 


If;  JR.,  Col,  USAF 
Chief^Technical  An^ysis  Divii 
Air  l^chnlcal  IntelUaenca  C«n 
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TEST  RI.PORT  No.  WCEPP-2-4 
PnYSICS  BRAl.CH 
SEKSlTOillTRY  UMT 
29  KOV  1951 

S.3JECT:  Evaluation  of  55  Negaoives 

FACTUAL  UATA 

1.  Pour  negative  frames  ’.vere  submitted  from  the  Air 
Technical  Intelligence  Center  for  photogrcphlc  evaluation 
by  the  Sensitometry  Unit.  These  negatives  v/ere  exposed 

at  approximately  2550  CST,  50  Aug  1951>  Lubbock,  Texas* 
The  camera  v/as  the  familiar  Kodak  55  with  coupled  range- 
finder and  a 50  ^ (2  inch)  f/5*5  Anastor  Kodak  lens. 

The  Plus  X film  v/as  exposed  for  1/10  sec  v/lth  lens  aperture 
wide  open,  presumably  with  -he  camera  hand-held  and  -he 
film  was  processed  in  Panthermic  777  developer  for  I5  min. 
An  interpretation  of  the  cenfiguratien  of  spots  v/as  re- 
quested, in  addition  to  general  sensitometrlc  notes. 

2.  A preliminary  microscopic  examination  cf  -he 
negatives  disclosed  the  presence  of  patterns  of  spots, 
the  pat-orns  on  che  four  frames  being  generally  similar. 
Roughly  20  spots  v/ere  visible  on  each  n»  gatlvc  in  a flat 
"V"  formation.  In  5 ncj^atlvos  the  formation  consists  of 


tv/0  rows,  while  ci.e  fourth  shows  all  spois  lined  up  in 
a single  row.  All  negatives  show  evidence  of  ce.aera 
motion  during  exposure,  since  the  spots  all  are  similarly 
blurred  on  the  same  negative,  and  the  blur  shaoe  is  dif- 

* ^ w % 

ferent  for  each  negative. 

t 

5*  To  resolve  the  formations  and  detect  internal 
motion  of  the  spots,  each  ne'^ative  was  examined  on  a large 
comparator  microscope.  The  rectangular  coordinates  of 
each  spot,  relative  to  a convenient  origin  of  coordinates, 
were  read  and  then  plotted  on  coordinate  paper.  It  is 
emphasized  here  that  the  resulting  plot  is  erect,  but  a 
mirror  imag%  from  left  to  right,  of  the  actual  object 
photographed. 

i|.  Little  slsnificanco,  ether  than  brlg^*tness 
variations,  can  be  found  from  the  negatives  separately. 
Y.lien  the  charts  v/ere  superimposed,  hov/ever,  it  was  readily 
apparent  that  the  two  rows  of  spots  behaved  differently. 
One  rovi  shows  only  sligiit  variation  from  a precise  ”V" 
for.r.atlon  throughout,  v/hereas  the  other  row  appears  to 
pass  from  above  the  first  row,  through  it  to  a position 
belcw.  The  spacings  of  this  second  row  vary  irregularly 
in  the  3 frames  plotted,  while  the  first  rc7/  holds  a 


